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PREFACE. 



In sending out this pamphlet, we believe we are giving the 
last and most important truth that has ever been submitted to 
the world for its consideration. To careful observers the signs 
of the times have spoken of some great event at hand The dis- 
turbed state of the nations, and the great revolutionary spirit 
of the age carry with them the conviction, that we are on the • 
eve of the grand political earthquake that will shake this sin- 
cursed earth from centre to circumference. What has distin- 
guished the Adventists, as a religious sect, is the fact that they 
have believed that the time of the second advent being re- 
vealed, would be understood by the Church prior to that event, 
else the Revelation would fail to accomplish the object for 
Tvhich it was given, viz.: to " show unto his servants the 
things which must shortly come to pass." It is true that we 
have been disappointed iu previous calculations, but that is no 
evideuce of future mist ikes. The declaration still remains in- 
tact. u Ye, brethren, are not in darkness that that day should 
overtake you as a thief." Each disappointment has been but 
the incentive to renewed investigation, without which we could 
never have attained to a correct understanding of the times 
and seasons." Again, we have the promise that " the wise 
shall understand," which will certainly be fulfilled. We send 
out these pages for rhe consideration of the Church, hoping 
they will read and carefully consider in a manner commensu- 
rate with the solemn importance of the subject. The book of 
Revelation, hitherto almost unintelligible, is at last, we believe, 
correctly understood, and from its pages shines the clear light 
of prophecy, Our past arguments were almost wholly drawn 
from Daniel, therefore, defective. The Revelation being the 
last and greatest prophecy given to the Church, carries with 
it the undeniable fact that all previous prophecy was insuffi- 
cient, and, therefore, it follows as a necessity, that the truth 
could not be obtained without thoroughly consulting this 
greatest of prophetic oracles. Our object has been to treat 
these subjects in such a manner as to enable a child to under- 
stand them, and we believe that, to all inquiring minds, an 
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honest perusal will be followed by a firm conviction of the cor- 
rectness of our position. Such unmistakable fulfillments of 
prophecy as are furnished from the page of history, we think, 
cannot fail to convince an unprejudiced mind of the fact that 
the coming of our blessed Lord is, at most, but a few months 
distant. This will be glad tidings to the lonely pilgrims' 
heart, who, though oft disappointed, are still " looking for 
that blessed hope," and are longing for that day that shall 
witness their transition from these scenes of sorrow and sad- 
ness, to the immortal joys of the kingdom of Christ. To those 
who are, as yet, strangers to this hope, we trust a perusal of 
these pages will beget a desire to be partakers, with us, of 
such ineffable glory so soon to be revealed, and result in the 
realization of that desire through immediate " repentance to- 
ward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ/' 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE TIME TO BE UNDERSTOOD. 



• But of that day and that hour knoweth no man. No, not the angels which 
are in heaven ; neither the Son, but 4 the Father.— Mark, xiii : 32. 

This is probably one of the most familiar texts, with the 
gfctt mass of the people, extant, and is used by them, to 
great advantage (as. they suppose), to refute any arguments 
that are presented to show the close proximity of " that 
day" of which the Saviour speaks ; and it is immaterial how 
strong the evidence may be, or how unmistakable the signs 
may appear, this text is considered sufficient proof of the utter 
impossibility of knowing anything about the time of our 
Saviour's return. 

Before attempting to disprove these conclusions, let us no- 
tice the reading of the text: ''But of that day and that hour 
Jcnowcth no man, &c Mark this, for we sometimes hear it 
quoted thus: ''of that day and hour no man shall know 
but it does not read so; and if it did, let us see how many 
parties would thereby be prohibited from knowing. There 
are three : Man, the Angels, and the Son of God himself. 
And who will take the position that Christ will not know the 
day or hour in which He will come, before it arrives ? Yet 
one is as plainly prohibited as the other. The Saviour was 
consistent in all His sayings, and his words are in exact har- 
mony with each other; therefore He would not have taught 
the impossibility of understanding the a times and seasons/' 
and, in the same chapter, directed our minds to time, and 
shown the danger of our being ignorant of His approach. 
Verse 14 reads thus : <k But when ye shall see the abomina- 
tion of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing 
where it ought not (let him that readeth understand) ;" and 
if we consult Daniel, upon this subject, he informs us that 
"from the titne" this c ' abomination of desolation'' stands up, 
to the time when he is to u stand in" his "lot" (by a resur- 
rection), there should be 1335 days (years). See Ezek. iv : 
6. Here the Lord directs our minds to the subject of time, 
and commands us to understand it, which, it is said, our text 
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10 THE TIME TO BE UNDERSTOOD. 

prohibits us from doing. The Saviour then speaks of the dif- 
ferent signs which were to precede Hi 3 advent, among which 
are the darkening of the sun and moon, the falling of the 
stars, &c. ; and then says (verse 28), "now learn a parable of 
the fig tree : when her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that Summer is near : so ye, in like manner, 
when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is 
nigh, even at the door " Question : If it was not necessary 
for us to know that it was nigh, why were these signs given 
with the command (to those witnessing them) 'to knoiv ? 
Matt, xxiv : 36, is a parallel passage with our text : "But of 
that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, 
but my Father only." Verse 37 : " But as the days of Noah 
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. For, aj 
in the days that were before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day tha£ 
Noah entered into the ark, and 7cnew not until the flood came 
and took them all away. So shall also the coming of the Son 
of Man be." 

It is an old saying, that " to be forewarned is to be fore- 
armed;" and thus it proved in Noah's case. Noah was a 
preacher of righteousness, but his salvation depended upon 
his building the ark agreeably to divine direction. 

What was it that the antediluvians "knew not?" They 
did not learn of the approaching flood, nor of the time of its 
occurrence, consequently built no ark: " the flood came" and 
they, being unprepared, were " swept away" by it. " So shall 
also the coming of the Son of Man be." Reasoning from 
analogy, we see that, as Noah and the antediluvians are set 
forth as the representatives of the two corresponding classes 
at the time of the advent, we are constrained to believe that 
the church, who are " alive and remain" at the coming of the 
Lord, will understand as definitely the time of that event as 
Noah and his family did the time of the flood. 

Matt, xxiv : 40, 41. "Ihen shall two be in the field : the 
one shall be taken, and the other left. 

Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall 
be taken, and the other left." 

The objection may be raised, that should a knowledge of 
definite time obtain, there would none be found laboring in 
the field or at the mill at the time of the advent, This is 
true ; but we conceive that this separation takes place an- 
terior to the final scene. It is generally supposed that those 
that are « taken" are the righteous, but we believe this to be 
a mistake, which, we think, will appear from the reading of 
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some other texts bearing on the same point. In Luke xvii : 
34-36, we read : 4 'One will be taken and the other left, &c, 
or, as some translators render it, " One will be seized, and 
the other will escape" which we conceive to be the true idea. 
In the latter clause of each of these three passages the Greek 
word paralephthesetai, rendered " taken/' signifies " to take 
by force or treachery, to seize, get possession of." The word 
aphethesetai, rendered u left," means "to send forth, to dis- 
charge, to send away, to let go." Thus we see, that those 
who arc " taken" are those who are "seized," to be destroyed, 
consequently the wicked, while those who are "left" are "let 
go" or " escape." This is further demonstrated by Luke xxi : 
34-36 : "And take heed to yourselves lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. 
For as. a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the 
face of the whole earth. Watch ye, therefore, and pray al- 
ways, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
Man." Here it is seen that those who are "left" (aphethese- 
tai) escape all the evil consequences of " surfeiting and drunk- 
enness," and "stand before the Son of Man." 

TJie Syriac version makes this still plainer : " Like a hunt- 
cr's snare it will spring upon all them that dwell upon the 
face of the whole land." They are "taken" in the snare, or 
seized. Thus the command to "watch and piay always that" 
we may be "accounted worthy to escape" Escape what ? The 
snare most certainly. But we will adduce further proof that 
this " snare" encloses the wicked before the final scene. 
Matt, xiii : 30. " Let both grow together until the harvest : 
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather 
ye together FIRST the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them; but gather the wheat into my barn." The 
wheat "are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are 
the children of the wicked one." We see from this that the 
separation of the wheat and tares is effected before the reapers 
perform their work, else the wheat and tares would have both 
been "gathered into" the Lord's barn. Verse 49 is synony- 
mous. 

"So shall it be at the end of the world. The angels shall 
come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just." The 
wicked are "taken" "from among the just," to be bound in 
bundles, or, the "snare" is sprung upon them preparatory to 
destruction, just as the unwary bird is "taken" at a time 
when wholly unconscious of danger. 
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But let us see who were "taken" and " left" in Noah's time. 
Matt, xxiv : 38, 39. "For as in the days that were before the 
flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and 
knew not until the flood came, and took them all away ; so 
shall also the coming of the Son of Man be." We know 
from this that all that knew not of the approaching deluge 
were H taken" away by it, consequently Noah and his family 
were the only ones who were "left." God revealed the day 
unto Noah seven days previous to the actual coming of the 
flood. All those to whom this was not revealed, " knew not" 
and were, consequently, destroyed. Now it follows, of course, 
that as their doom was unalterably sealed, at the time of the 
revelation of the day unto Noah, the final separation took 
place at this point of time. The Revelator speaks of a time 
when "he that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that is right- 
eous, let him be righteous still ; and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still." — Rev. xxii : 11. This shows that a time will 
come when the fate of every man will be fixed forever ; and 
this is before the advent, for the next verse says: " a nd be- 
hold I come quickly," &c. This fixes this point beyond possi- 
bility of doubt. 

Having now answered these objections satisfactorily, we 
trust' to the reader, we shall now answer one more on this point 
before leaving it. After Jesus had uttered the three passages 
in Luke xvii, the disciples asked him "where" the one party 
should be " taken?" " And He said unto them, Wheresoever 
the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together." 
Matt, reads, si Wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles 
be gathered together/' Some think that this means " where- 
soever Christ is, there will the saints be gathered together." 
We think this view incorrect, for Christ is nowhere represent- 
ed in the Scriptures by a "carcass" as it can only be the fit- 
ting emblem of a lifeless, putrifying mass, whether it refer to 
the physical, moral or political world. Neither are the saints 
anywhere symbolized by eagles, as they are essentially a bird 
of prey. The prophet, in speaking of the destruction of the 
armies of the nations, says : " their slain also shall be cast out, 
and their stink shall come up out of their carcasses, and the 
mountains shall melt with their blood. " Isaiah xxxiv: 1-3. 
Again, the word "body" cannot refer to Christ, as He is not 
the "body" of the church, but the head of the body, " which 
is the church" Therefore, to warrant such a construction as 
this, it should read, "wheresoever the head is, thither shall 
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the body be gathered/ 7 But as we have seen that those who 
were "taken" were to be destroyed, the objection falls to the 
ground. 

Matt. 24 i 43, " But know this, that if the good man of the 
house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be 
broken up." Does not this verse teach that, as the good man 
did not know, he did not watch, and consequently his house 
was broken up? and the Saviour says, " Therefore, be ye also 
ready." It is useless to say that this watching consists in 
being always in an expectant position ; for we have no right 
to expect the Saviour until we see the signs that were to pre- 
cede His coming. Verse 45 and onward : " Who, then, is a 
faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord hath made ruler 
over his household, to give them meat in due season? 
Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, when He cometh, 
shall find so doing. * * * iiut, and if that evil servant 
shall say in his heart, my Lord delayeth his coming, * * * 
the Lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of." Here 
are two classes of servants brought to view, delivering ojyosite 
messages : and we know what that of the evil servant was — 
"My Lord delayeth His coming;" but the good servant was 
glviog the household "meat in clue season;" due season for 
what? for the advent, we answer; for, as the evil servant 
gaying, " My Lord delayeth," so the good servant must have 
been saying, "My Lord is coming;" and had time connected 
with his preaching also; for it is impossible to have a delay 
or tarry without definite time. Thus, we see that the Lord 
came upon the evil servant, in an hour that he " was not- 
aware of." Why? because he said, "My Lord delayeth." 

Now, what was true of the evil servant, could not possibly 
be true of the good servant; therefore, the Lord would not 
come upon the good servant unwares. This must be apparent 
to every one. 

1st Thes. v: "But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know 
perfectly, that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. For when they shall say peace and safety; 'then sud- 
den destruction cometh upon them, * * * and they shall 
not escape. But ye, brethren, are not m darkness that that 
day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children 
of the liyht, and the children of the day; we are not of the 
night, nor of darkness." 

Here we see that the day of the Lord is to come upon a 
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certain class as a thief: and it is upon those who say " peace 
and safety/' that " sudden destruction" cometh upon. 

Please mark this : If this fact was more fully recognized 
by those who place our text between them and that know- 
ledge, regarding prophecy, which alone can render them " the 
children of the light" there would be less of that readiness to 
shut the eye to the increasing light, crying, "No man know- 
etli the day or the hour." 

f 1 But ye, brethren 3 are not in darkness, that that day 
should overtake you as a thief;" for while it should come 
upon the world "as a snare," and its awful consequences 
overwhelm them, the Church of God is to occupy a far differ- 
ent position: they are not to be in darkness upon a subject 
of such magnitude, but are to stand with their "loins girt 
about with truth, like unto men that wait for their Lord." 
The " children of the night" are the only ones upon whom 
the Lord comes unawares ; and this is in harmony with the 
declaration of the angel to Daniel : " Many shall be purified 
and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly ; 
and none of the wicked shall understand ; but the WISE 
SEALL understand" — in the time of the end. Daniel xii : 
10 Understand what? The oath of the angel regarding 
the time in answer to the question : " How long shall it be to 
the end of these wonders," which is t le resurrection. Sec 
Daniel xii : 7-8. Daniel was then informed, that the words 
were " closed up and sealed till the time of the end." Thus 
it is seen, that this truth was reserved from all generations, 
except the last one. Therefore, if it is not understood by 
them, no one will be benefitted, and the prophecy would be 
useless. But the fact that the time is attested to, by the sol- 
emn oath of the angel, coupled with the declaration that " the 
wise shall understand" reveals the fact that this truth, kept 
concealed from all others, should be of the utmost importance 
to the generation for whom it was reserved; and that even 
u the wise" would need its sanctifying power in order to be 
" purified and made white." 

They that were to understand are called wise before they 
understand, thus showing that it is the church : for the " fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." 

Rev. iii: 8. "If, therefore, thou shalt not watch, I will 
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour 
I will come upon thee." Now, if a want of watchfulness 
should be the cause, and the Saviour's coming as n thief, the 
effect of that cause — and as an opposite cause will surely pro- 
duce an opposite effect — let us reverse the sentiments, and it 
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will read as follows : u If, therefore, thou shalt watch, I will 
not come on thee as a thief, but thou shalt know what hour I 
Will come upon thee." 

Amos iii : 7. " Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but 
He revealeth his secret unto His servants, the prophets/' 
And the Psalmist says : u Thc secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him." These are plain declarations t'lat the Lord 
will bring no judgments, of whatever magnitude, upon the 
earth, without first warning its inhabitants; much less will 
He bring them into the scenes of the final reckoning day 
without giving a timely warning of its approach. Men arc 
not, necessarily, ff in darkness, that that d ly should overtake" 
them "as a thief/' but arc " willingly ignorant," having 
blinded their eyes to the "sure word of prophecy." We are 
told that Noah was a " preacher of righteousness," and, as 
such, he must have warned the antedeluvians of the approach- 
ing deluge; in fact, the building of the ark was a powerful s> r- 
inon of itself, " by the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness, which is by faith." — Heb. 
xi: 7. 

But his admonition fell upon their ears like dew drops 
upon the blades of grass, soon to be forgotten; for we 
read that they u knew not until the day that Noah entered 
into the ark." Rain was unknown previous to the flood, 
therefore, the antediluvian?? would not believe that a flood of 
waters was upon them, although the message came from God. 
So, likewise, this generation, while it has been warned by 
the prophetic word — by the darkening of the sun and moon, 
the falling of the stars, and by unmistakable signs in the Re- 
ligious, Moral, Natural and Political elements — of the close 
proximity of i{ the great day of God Almighty," is still scoff- 
ing and saying, a Where is the promise of His (Christ's) com- 
ing? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the creation." — 2d Peter ii : 
3, 4. 

It is said the world is yet in its infancy ; if so, it must 
have been extremely young when God drowned it with a flood. 
And if, with all its blasphemy, carnage and sorrow, it is but 
an infant, we ask, with reverence, "what will it be in its old 
agcT y Oh, wordling, heed not these lullabies to rock you to 
sleep, while you are trembling upon the brink of eternal ruin. 
But to return. 

It will be seen that the numerous passages we have pro- 
duced, from the inspired volume, are all found to be in con- 
flict with our text, if it is to be understood to teach (as it is 
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said it does) the impossibility of understanding " the times 
and seasons." We shall now proceed, by the help of the 
Lord, to harmonize these seeming conflictions, and give what 
we believe to be a scriptural and, therefore, a correct exposi- 
tion of it : 

" Of that day and tha - hour knoweth no man," &c. This 
language was uttered over 1800 years ago, and was spoken in 
the present tense. The Saviour declared that He did not 
know, and that there wa* but one that did at that time — His 
Father. Christ had "not yet ascended to" His Father; and 
as the Father was the only one possessing that knowledge, it 
became as necessary that He (Christ) should "go to the 
Father," in order to receive that knowledge, as it was that 
He should "go away" that the comforter" might be given. 
The Saviour says : M If I go not away, the comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you." 
John xvi: 7. How was this to be effected? Hark! "For 
I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another com- 
forter." — John xiv: 16. 

This brings us to notice one'oi the offices of that comforter- 
John xvi : 12-15 : "I have yet many things to say unto you, 
but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit, when He, the spirit 
of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, 
that shall He speak; nnr! He will show you Things to come. 
He shall glorify me : for He shall receive of mine, and shall 
show it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine : 
therefore, said I, that He shall take of mine, and shall show it 
unto you! j) 

Here it is positively stated, that "all things that the Father 
hath, are" Christs; consequently, the Saviour must necessari- 
ly come into possession of the knowledge, concerning " the 
day and hour," on His ascent to heaven; and, as the Holy 
Ghost was "to receive of" Christ's, and "show it unto" the 
disciples, and show them " ell things," they must, of course, 
come into possession of the knowledge concerning the "times 
and seasons." 

The Saviour tells them, plainly, that He had "yet many 
things to say unto" them, but they could not " bear [under 
stand] them" at that time, but comforts them with the as- 
surance that they should not only have a teacher that should 
" bring to mind whatsoever things" He had spoken unto 
them, but should also endow them " with power from on 
high/' and " show" them " things to come." 

This is in perfect harmony with Acts i : 6-8, where this 
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question was propounded to Jesus: " Wilt thou at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel? And He said unto them, It is 
not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in His own power; but ye shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." We 
see here the reason why the Saviour knew not the "day or 
the hour." Now, if Christ had known it, He would have re- 
vealed it to His disciples, for He says (John xv : 15): "I 
have called you friends ; for all things that I have heard of 
rny Father, I have made known unto you;" plainly showing 
that He had not yet received a revelation of time. 

But if He kept no knowledge from His disciples, when on 
earth, it is not to be supposed that He acted on a different 
principle after His ascension; and that He does not, is evi- 
dent from His language — (i He, the spirit of truth, shall talce 
of mine and show it unto you," and "show you things to 
come." To what extent will this knowledge be given? 
"All things that the Father hath are mine; therefere, said I, 
that He shall take of mine and shall show it unto you." 
Thus the Holy Ghost was to come into possession of " all 
things that the Father hath :" and "whatsoever He shall heat 
that shall He speak." 

The disciples were anxious to know if Christ would, at that 
time, "restore the kingdom to Israel." They were in doubt 
about it, for He had told them He was going away, which 
they did not seem to fully comprehend. The Saviour does 
not answer their inquiry directly, gives His reason, and then 
applies the same comforting promise in different language, 
which we have quoted from John, viz. : that, through the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, they should "receive poiocr 
and this power embraces the knowledge they desired of Him, 
from the fact that it was promised in answer to their question 
regarding time. 

The difficulty may arise in the minds of some that, as the 
word (i power" in Acts i: 8, is translated from the Greek 
word " dunamin," it merely signifies energy to perform 
what Jesus said they should, viz. : to be witnesses unto 
Him, &c ; not energy to comprehend times and seasons. But 
by a reference to Liddle & Scott's Greek and English Lexicon, 
it will be seen that the word, dunamin, means " in general 
power, force, ability; especially, force of MIND, power, abili- 
ty," and consequently knowledge; for it is simply impossible 
to confer "force of mind, power, abdity" upon an individual, 
without conferring knowledge; and this is further shown, 
from the fact, that this " power, force of mind" &c, was to 
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be received through the agency of the Holy Ghost, which, 
when it should be given, should speak u whatsoever He shall 
hear;" guide them "into all truth/' and show them things to 
come." Thus we see that the same knowledge that the 
Father put in his own power (Exousia) was to be given 
through the Holy Spirit. The word Exousia (translated 
power), in the 7th verse, according to Liddle & Scott, signifies 
" power , means, authority! 1 Here we see two distinct words 
translated power ; one meaning " power, means, authority" 
the other, "force of mind, power, ability." It would seem 
from this, that the true meaning of this text is this : u It is 
not for you to know the times and seasons which the Father 
hath put in His own power (Exousia) now, but ye shall re- 
ceive wisdom or knowledge (dunamin), after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you/' or through "the power of the 
Holy Ghost coming upon you" as it reads in the margin. 
Thus it is shown that Acts i : 7-8, instead of being opposed 
to, is conclusively evidence in favor of an understanding of 
the u times and seasons." 

To further prove that the power, here spoken of, was to be a 
'prophetic power, listen to Peter, while he quotes from Joel : 
Actsii: 16-20: "This is that which was spoken by the 
prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass, in the last days, 
saith God, I will pour out of my spirit upon all flesh : and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, * * * and 
on my servants, and on my handmaidens, 1 will pour out in 
those days, of my spirit; and they shall prophecy : and I will 
show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth be- 
neath; blood, and fire, and pillar of smoke. The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that 
great and notable day of the Lord come." 

Thus it is seen that prophetic power was to be given, and, 
in connection with the signs, was to be "like unto a lamp 
that shineth in a dark place until the day dawn." — 2d Peter 
i : 19. Do not understand us to say that a knowledge of the 
literal day and hour was given on the day of Penticost, for, 
if it had, it would not have been in harmony with the declar- 
ation of the angel to Daniel : " shut up the words and seal 
the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and 
fro^ and knowledge shall be increased" — Daniel xii : 4. 
Neither could it have been "as it was in the days of Noah/' 
he knew the year 120 years in advance, but was ignorant of 
the day until one week previous, when that also was revealed 
to him. 

"The day" or "the hour/' in the Scriptures, are not gene- 
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rally to be understood literally; for instance, " now is the day 
of salvation*' — which includes the whole gospel dispensation; 
u mine hour is not yet come," which signifies "my time? 9 &c. 
Sufficient prophetic power was given to the apostles to enable 
them to look down through centuries, and speak with accu- 
racy of events transpiring before oar eyes. Thus we hear 
Paul speaking of the " falling away" (apostacy), and the 
"man of sin" that should be revealed before the Lord came 
(See 2dThes. ii : 3); also, of a class that was to u see the day 
approaching (Ileb. x : 25), which could not have been the 
generation then living, but must refer to the one living " in 
the time of the end' 5 (a period of 75 years, according to ex- 
positors), alter the sun and moon were darkened, during 
which period the seals were to be removed from Daniel's pro- 
phecy and knowledge be increased. 

The Saviour's words are also in harmony with this ; for 
after speaking of the signs in the sun and inoon, &c, He says 
(Mark xiii : 30): "Verily, I say unto you, that this genera- 
tion [witnessing these signs] shall not pass till all these things 
be done 19 — including His second coming, which is still future. 

The truths of the prophetic word have been unfolded to the 
church, by the agency of the Holy Spirit, in installments, as 
it became (C due v to her; and always at the proper time, and 
adapted to the circumstances in which she was placed. 

The dispensational truth of Noah's day would have been of 
no value to Lot, and vice versa, Thus the truth peculiarly 
adapted to the wants of the chuich in the last generation, was 
wisely hid from all preceding ones, to become the "meat in 
due season/' which the "faithful and wise servant" should be 
feeding to the "household of faith" just prior to the advent 
of our blessed Lord. 

We have seen that prophetic power was to be, and was, 
given on the day of Pentecost; which could not have been 
given had Christ remained on the earth. But this was not 
all; it would seem that Divine Wisdom did not consider this 
enough. We see another effect of the Saviour's ascension, in 
unfoldiug the mysteries of the future, in a direct revelation 
which He received from His Father, which is a revelation of 
the events and the time connected with those events, from that 
period on to the second advent, and beyond it. Did Christ 
withhold it from the church? Oh, no; that would be unlike 
the blessed Saviour, to leave His church in utter darkness 
concerning the trials through which she was to pass and the 
duration of them. Hark! "The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave unto Him, to show unto His servants things 
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which must shortly come to pass ; and He sent and signified it by 
His angel unto His servant John: who bare record of the 
word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all 
things that He saw. Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein, for the time is at hand. — Rev. i: 
1-3. 

The Saviour not only communicates with His servants by 
the whisperings of His Spirit, but He has also sent a letter, 
containing the most valuable information, the seal of which 
was not to remain unbroken; for we read thus: " Seal not 
the sayings of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at 
hand." — Rev. xxii; 10. Therefore, we are not only^r^*'. 
leged to read it, but a blessing is pronounced on such and 
such only as do. 

Now, there could be no blessing or benefit accruing to any 
one, from simply reading or hearing this revelation, except 
they understood it ; " for He that speaketh in an unknown 
tongue, speaketh not unto men, but unto God; for no man 
understandeth Him." — 1st Cor. xiv: 2. 

The revelation was given in symbolic language, designedly 
(it would seem), that none except those who would study it 
carefully and prayerfully, might comprehend it; and it is 
only through a lack of investigation that it is not more uni- 
versally-understood at the present time; but it was to be un- 
derstood by "the wise" previous to the end, otherwise it 
would be valueless as a revelation, the meaning of which is 
to reveal. 

In conclusion, we would ask, in all candor, "if Jesus taught 
in our text that the times and seasons would never be under- 
stood, why was the Revelation given?" With God there is 
neither " variableness nor shadow of turning;" His plans are 
the "same yesterday, to-day and forever ;" He has pro- 
nounced a blessing on such as should "dig for" truth " as for 
hid treasures ;" and if Christ intended to teach that we should 
be ignorant of His approach when He uttered our text, He 
retains the same intention to day; consequently, the Revela- 
tion would never have been given* 0, then, if the antedilu- 
vians were destroyed because they "knew not" and the Jew- 
ish nation desolated "because" they "knew not the time of" 
their "visitation," think not that this generation — that has 
been warned by celestial and terrestrial signs, the prophetic 
word, and the heralds of the cross of the approaching judg- 
ment—will not be held responsible by the same God. 0, then, if 
you have never given " the sure word of prophecy" your at- 
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tention, begin without delay to "give heed" unto it, and 
"add to your faith knowledge." — 2d Peter i : 5. Be "like 
tinto them that wait for their Lord; not like "the good man" 
whose house was broken up." Heed the Saviour's admoni- 
tion, "let your loins be girded about" with truth, "and your 
lights burning." 

Having proved, we trust, to the satisfaction of the reader, 
that time is a portion, not only of the old testament, but of 
the gospel of Christ also ; and as past disappointments are 
frequently urged as an argument against a correct under- 
standing of the "times and seasons/' we will now refer the 
reader to an article, in another portion of this work, entitled, 
"The Four Watches/' which, we think, will be satisfactory 
on this point, also. 



(3) 
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CHAPTER II. 

EXPOSITION OP THE GREAT RED DRAGON. 



Rev. xii : 3. u And there appeared another wonder in heaven : 
and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and seven crowns npon his heads." 

That the " dragon" here is a symbol, is not only generally 
admitted by expository but it is clearly proved from all the 
facts and circumstances in the case. 1. It has u seven heads 
and ten horns." 2. u His tail drew the third part of the 
stars of heaven." 3. He casts u out of his mouth waters as 
a flood after the woman/' which (waters) are interpreted to 
mean "peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.'' 
As all this could not be affirmed of the literal devjl, therefore 
it is a symbol, and as such, symbolizes the pagan Roman em- 
pire, since the Roman empire was, at the time John obtained 
the Revelation, the universal monarchy in the world. 

As it may be interesting to the reader to know why the Ro- 
man empire was symbolized by "a great red dragon" rather 
than by any other symbol, we subjoin the following from Dr. 
Adam Clarke's Commentary, which is not only a clear explana- 
tion of this point, but is also an additional proof of the cor- 
rectness of the application of the symbol : 

"The draeron here is a symbol, not of the Roman empire in 
general, but of the heatiien Roman empire in particular. This 
great pagan power must, therefore, have been thus represented 
from the religion which it supported. But what is a dragon ? An 
entirely fabulous beast of antiquity, consequently, in this re- 
spect, a most proper emblem of the heathen worship, which 
consisted in paying adoration to numerous imaginary beings, 
termed gods, goddesses, &c. The very foundation of the 
heathen religious system is mostly built upon fable ; and it is 
very difficult to trace many of their superstitions to any au- 
thentic original ; and even those which appear to derive their 
origin from the sacred writings are so disguised in fable as lit- 
erally to bear no more resemblance to the truth than the dra- 
gon of the ancients does to any animal with which we are ac- 
quainted. But it may be asked why the spirit of God should 
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represent the heathen Roman empire by a dragon, rather than 
by any other of the fabulous animals with which the mythol- 
ogy of the ancient Romans abounded. The answer is as fol- 
lows : "In the eighth chapter of the Prophet Daniel, God 
has represented the kingdom of the Greeks by a he-goat, for 
no other apparent reason than this, that it was the national 
military standard of the Grecian monarchy ; we may therefore 
expect that the pagan Roman empire is called a dragon on a 
similar account. In confirmation of this point, it is very re- 
markable that the dragon was the principal standard of the 
Romans next to the eagle, in the second, third, fourth, and 
fifth centuries of the Christian era. Of this we have abun- 
dant evidence in the writings of both heithens aud Christians. 
Arrian is the earliest writer who has mentioned that dragons 
were us:d as military standards among the Romans. See his 
Tactics, c 51. Hence Schwebelius supposes that this stand- 
ard was introduced after Trajan's conquest of the Daci. See 
Vegetius dd Re Militari a Schwebelio, p. 191, Argentorati, 
1806; and Grsevii Thesaur., Antiq. Roman., torn, x, col. 
1529. Veg?tius, who flourished about A. D. 380, says, lib. 
ii, c, 13 : Primum signum totius legionis est aquiki, quam 
aquilifer portaL Dracones etiam per singula* cohortes a 
draconariis ferunter adprwlium. "The first standard of the 
whole legion is the eagle, which the aquilifer carries, Dra- 
gons are also borne to battle by the draconarii." As a legion 
consisted of ten cohorts, there were therefore ten draconarii to 
one aquilifer; hence, from the great number of draconarii in 
an army, the word signarii or signi'feri, standard bearers, 
came at last to mean the carriers of the dragon standards only, 
the others retaining the name of aquiUferi. — See Vcgct. 9 lib. 
ii, c. 7, aud his commentators. 

"The hcathcu Roman empire is called a red dragon; and 
accordingly we find from the testimony of ancient writers that 
the dragon standards of the Romans were painted red. We 
read in Ammianus Marcelinus, lib. xvi, c. 12, of purpureum 
signum draconis, " the purple standard of the dragon." See 
also Claudianus in Rufinum, lib. ii, 1. 177, 178. Pitiscus, in 
his Lexicon Antiq. Rom., and Ducavge, in his (Jlo^arium 
Medire et Infimoe Latinitatis, sub. voc. Draco, have consid- 
ered this subject at great length, especially the latter writer, 
who has made several quotations from Claudianus, Sidonius, 
Prudentius, and others, in which not only the standard, but 
also the image of the dragon itself, is stated to be of a red or 
purple color. Of what lias been said above, respectiug the 
dragon, this is the sum : a huge fabulous least is shown to St. 
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John, by which some great pagan power is symbolically 
represented; and the red drayon is selected from among the 
numerous imaginary animals which the fancies of mankind 
have created, to show that this great pagan power is the 
heathen Roman empire. 9 ' 

Having thus shown that the dragon represents the Pagan 
Roman Empire, we shall next consider the 

" Seven heads and ten horns." The seven heads have gen- 
erally been understood to be the seven forms of government, 
as follows : 1. The regal powers ; 2. The consulate ; 3. The 
dictatorship; 4. The decemvirate; 5. The consular power ; 6. 
The triumvirate; and, 7. The imperial government. This 
view is evidently correct, from the fact that the crowns are 
on the heads aijd not on the horns. The ten' divisions of 
the empire are represented by the ten horns without crowns, 
from the fact that none of them succeeded to, or wore the le- 
gitimate Iron Crown of the Caesars; and therefore, as none of 
them ever wore the legitimate crown of the empire, they are 
represented without crowns. The crowns were, therefore, on 
the seven heads. 

The "ten horns" are understood very nearly alike by the 
different expositors, and are as follows : 1. The Vandals, A. 
D. 439; 2. The Huns, 445; 3. The Ostrogoths, 377; 4. The 
Visgoths, 378; 5. The Franks, 407 ; 6. The Suevi, 409; 7. 
The Burgundians, 407; 8. The Saxons, 455; 9, The Brit- 
ons, 409 ; and 10. The Alemani, about 400. Thus, between 
377 and 455, we have the Roman empire divided into ten 
kingdoms, as represented by the ten horns. 

Verse 4. "And his tail drew the third part of the stars of 
heaven, and did cast them to the earth" 

By the " tail/ 7 as Dr. Clarke clearly shows, is meant the 
seventh or last form of the Roman government. 

" Stars" are shown to represent ministers of religion ; hence 
the " seven stars" are explained to be the " seven angels," or 
ministers of the " seven churches." The resemblance of min- 
isters to " stars" is very striking; for, as stars give light upon 
the earth, so are ministers the light of the cause they advo- 
cate ; and their position in heaven, the symbol of dominion, 
very fitly betoken the spiritual authority of priests or minis- 
ters over their flocks. Hence the "woman," or Christian 
Church, has a " crown of twelve stars upon her head," which 
signifies the twelve apostles, who are the twelve principal 
lights of the Christian world. 

The religious world, in the time of St. John, or the seventh 
head of the Roman empire, was divided into three grand di- 
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visions, viz : u The Christian world, the Jewish world, and the 
Heathen or Pagan world." That the ministers of the Jewish 
world is here meant by the third part of the stars of heaven, 
is very evident, from the fact that it was them that were over- 
thrown or " cast to the earth/ 7 as it were, during the existence 
of this seventh or last head of the dragon empire. As the 
overthrow of the entire Jewish system of worship at this time 
is so well known, we need not therefore enlarge any further on 
this point. 

Verse 7. u And there was war in heaven. Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon ; and the dragon fought and 
his angels" 

This evidently had its fulfillment in the great conflict be- 
tween the ministers of Christ, on the one hand, and the Ro- 
man emperors and their ministers on the other, from the be- 
ginning of the reign of Nero, A. D. 64, to the conversion of 
Constantine the great, at the beginning of the fourth century, 
embracing what is generally known as the "ten persecutions/ 7 

Verse 8. li And prevailed not" 

At the conversion of Constantine the great, the ministers of 
the Christian Church gained a complete triumph over the pa- 
gan priests. 

"Neither was their place found any more in heaven" 
That is, " The advocates of the heathen idolatry were no 
longer permitted to have any further share in the government 
of the empire," which was true soon after the conversion of 
Constantine. 

Verse 9. And the great dragon teas cast out" &c. 

The following from Dr. Clarke's Commentary accords per- 
fectly with our views, and shows clearly the fulfillment of this 
Verse: "By the terms Devil and Satan, mentioned in this 
verse, Parcus, Faber, and many other commentators, under- 
stand literally the great spiritual enemy of mankind. But 
this view of the passage cannot be correct, from the circum- 
stance that it is the dragon which is thus called. Now, if by 
the dragon be meant the devil, then we are necessarily led to 
the conclusion, that the great apostate spirit is a monster, 
having seven heads and ten horns; and also that lie has a 
tail, with which he drags after him the third part of the stars 
of heaven. The appellations, old serpent, devil, and satan. 
must, therefore, be understood figuratively. The heathen 
power is called that old serpent which dcceinth (he whole 
world, from its subtlety against the Christians, and its causing 
the whole Roman world, as far as it was in its power, to em- 
brace the absurdities of paganism. It is called the utuiL 
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from its continual false accusations and slanders against the 
true worshippers of God, for the devil is a liar from the begin- 
ning ; and it is also called Satan, from a Hebrew word signify- 
ing an adversary, from its frequent persecution of the Chris- 
tian Church. The dragon and his angels are said to be ca*t 
out, which is more than was said in the preceding verse. 
There, mention is made of his being found no longer in heaven, 
or on the throne of the Roman empire ; here he is entirely 
cast out from all offices of trust in the empire. His religion 
is at first only tolerated, and then totally abolished, by the 
imperial power. This great event was not the work of a 
reign; it took up many years, for it had to contend with the 
deep-rooted prejudices of the heathen, who to the very last 
endeavored to uphold their declining superstition. Paganism 
received several mortal strokes in the time of Constantine and 
his sons Constans and Constantius. It was further reduced 
by the great zeal of Jovian, Valentinian, and Valens; and 
was finally suppressed by the edicts of Gratian, Theodosius I, 
and his successors. It wa3 not till A. D. 3§8 that Rome it- 
self, the residence of the emperor, was generally reformed 
from the absurdities of paganism ; but the total suppression 
of paganism soon followed the conversion of the metropolitan 
city, and about A. D. 395 the dragon may be considered, in 
an eminent sense, to have been cast into the earth, that U, 
into a state of utter subjection to the ruling dynasty of Chris- 
tian emperors/' 

Verse 19. u And I heard a loud voice" <kc. 
This is a song of triumph of the Christian Church over 
the heathen idolatry, and is very expressive of the great joy 
of the Christians upon this most stupendous event. 

Verse 15. u And the serpent cast out of his mouth tcater as 
a flood after the woman" &c. 

As the explanation of this verse will also clearly explain 
verses 12 and 17, we therefore, for the sake of brevity, omit 
any direct explanation of them. The following, also, from 
Dr. Clarke, shows clearly the fulfillment of this verse : 

" Dr. Mosheim, in the commencement of his second chap- 
ter upon the fifth century, observes ri that the Goths, the 
Heruli, the Franks, the Huns, and the Vandals, with other 
fierce and warlike nations, for the most part strangers to 
Christianity, had invaded the Roman empire, and rent it asun- 
der in the most deplorable manner. Amidst these calamities 
the Christians were grievous — nay, we may venture to say, 
the principal sufferers. It is true these savage nations were 
much more intent upon the acquisition of wealth and domin- 
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ion than upon the propagation or support of the pagan super- 
stition. Nor did their cruelty and opposition to the Christians 
arise from any religious principle, or from an enthusiastic de- 
sire to ruin the cause of Christianity; it was merely by the 
instigation of the pagans, who remained yet in the empire, 
that they were excited to treat with such severity and violence 
the followers of Christ.' ' 

Thus the woe which was denounced, verse 12, against the 
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea, came upon the whole 
Roman world; for, in consequence of the excitement and ma- 
licious misrepresentations of the pagans of the empire, "a 
transmigration of a great swarm of nations" came upon th© 
Romans, and ceased not their ravages till they had desolated 
the eastern empire, even as far as the gates of Byzantium, 
and finally possessed themselves of the western empire. " If/ 7 
says Dr. Robertson, in the introduction to his History of 
Charles V, vol. i, pp. 11, 12, edit. Lond. 1809, "a man wag 
called to fix upon the period in the history of the world, 
during which the condition of the human race was most ca- 
lamitous and afflicted, he would, without hesitation, name 
that which elapsed from the death of Theodosius the Great to 
the establishment of the Lombards in Italy, a period of on* 
hundred and seventy-six years. The contemporary authors, 
who beheld that scene of desolation, labor and are at a loss 
for expressions to describe the horrors of it. The scourge of 
God, the destroyer of nations, are the dreadful epithets by 
which they distinguish the most noted of the barbarous lead- 
ers; and they compare the ruin which they had brought on 
the world to the havoc occasioned by earthquakes, conflagra- 
tions, or deluges, the most formidable and fatal calamities 
which the imagination of man can conceive/ 9 But the subtle 
design which the serpent or dragon had in view, when he 
vomited out of his mouth a flood of waters, was most provi- 
dentially frustrated." 

Thus it is shown how effectual the pagans, in the empire, 
were in instigating those barbarian nations against the Church. 
The extract from Dr. Mosheim, as quoted by Dr. Clarke, also 
shows the great wrath of the pa ran worshippers, as brought 
to view in the 12th verse, and his persecutions of the Church, 
in the 13th verse. The pagan worshippers saw very clearly, 
from the rapidity of the increase of the professed Christian 
Church, that their time was very short, and therefore mani- 
fested the greater wrath. 

Having thus shown that the dragon symbolized the Roman 
empire in the west, it will be seen that this symbol could not 
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possibly apply to the Greek empire, from the consideration 
that that empire never supported the dragon or pagan religion 
and worship, and was never divided into ten divisions or king- 
doms. We wish the reader to take particular notice of these 
facts, as they will be of much importance in our future inves- 
tigations. 

Having now finished this part of the investigation, for the 
present at least, we shall therefore in the next chapter proceed 
to the investigation of the prophetic history of the u beast 
like unto a leopard," to which we call the earnest attention of 
the reader. 
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CHAPTER III. 

EXPOSITION OP THE BEAST "LIKE UNTO A LEOPARD v Of 
REVELATION, CHAPTER XIII. 



Verse 1. u And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw 
a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads 
the name of blasphemy." 

Verse 2. " And the beast which I saw was like unto a leop- 
ard, and bis feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as 
the mouth of a lion ; and the dragon gave him his power, and 
his seat, and great authority." 

Verse 5. tC And there was given unto him a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him 
to make war forty and two months." 

Verse 7. " And it was given unto him to make war with 
the saints, and to overcome them : and power was given him 
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations." 

This beast, together with the mouth given to him, as stated 
in the 5th verse, is 'generally understood to represent a union 
of civil and ecclesiastical power, and as such, to represent the 
papacy. That it represents a union of civil and ecclesiastical 
power we readily admit; but that it symbolizes simply the 
papacy, we object — 

First: Because it cannot be said that any of the " ten king- 
doms," into which the " dragon" or Roman empire was di- 
vided, ever gave tho papacy u his power, and his seat, and 
great authority." We make this statement without fear of 
successful contradiction. All expositors, as we remarked in 
the former chapter, arc nearly agreed as to the ten kingdoms. 
The Roman empire, in the west, which is the only empire 
that ever was divided into ten kingdoms was wholly overthrown 
and thus divided, as we have .shown in the former chapter, by 
A. D. 476. (Further particulars on this point, however, will 
be given at a future period in our investigations.) As, there- 
fore, none of those divisions ever gave him (the papacy) " his 
power, and his seat, and great authority," the papacy cannot 
be the power symbolized by the "beast." It is claimed that 
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this gift of "power," "seat and great authority/' was be- 
stowed on the Popes of Rome by the Greek government; but 
we object, that the Greek government was not one of the ten 
kingdoms, nor the empire that was thus divided ; and further, 
the Greek government was not symbolized by the dragon, not 
only from the facts already stated, but from the consideration 
that the Greek government was not a supporter of the dragon 
or pagan religion and worship. Indeed, every particular in 
the symbol and prophecy show that the " dragon/' with hi* 
a seven heads and ten horns/' belonged wholly to the pagan 
Roman empire in the west, as we have clearly proved in the 
preceding chapter. 

Second : That the above seven-headed monster does not 
symbolize the Popedom is evident from the fact that the 
Popes of Rome have invariably boasted of their Apostolic suc- 
cession. They admit of no change in their boasted infallibili- 
ty, from the first of their predecessors down to the present 
time ; they have been, and have ever claimed to be, one un- 
broken chain throughout. As, therefore, the papacy cannot 
be divided into seven different kingdoms, as represented by 
the seven heads of the beast, which were to rise and fall in a 
consecutive order (chapter xvii : 10), it proves positively 
that the papacy cannot be meant. 

Third : The beast, according to the law of symbols, can 
only represent an independent universal imperial power. This 
is proved by the prophecy of Daniel, where we have the sym- 
bol of a beast explained. Also, in the 7th verse of the chap- 
ter under consideration it reads : " And power was given him 
over all kindreds, and tongues and nations." This shows 
that the beast under consideration represents a univeisal im- 
perial power, and, therefore, cannot apply to the papacy. All 
the power that the papacy had was obtained from a higher 
power. Nor was the papacy a civil power in any sense prior to 
755, which is from 150 to 200 years later than any Protestant 
commentator has dated the rise of the beast, or that its rise can be 
dated consistently with the facts in the case, as we shall prove. 
Having proved that the papacy is not the power intended bj 
the beast, there is but one other power, that has ever arisen 
in the world, to which it can apply, and that is to the Greek 
empire, which arose out of the eastern province of, and suo- 
ceeded to, the dominion of the Roman empire in 476. Wt 
will now proceed to show the rise of this power as declared by 
the Revelator in the 2d verse, thus : " And the dragon gave 
him his power, and his seat, and great authority." 

The following extract from Gibbon, vol. 3, p. 512. will 
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show the fulfillment of this part of the prophecy, in a most 
clear and striking manner : 

"The unfortunate Augustulus [the last Roman emperor] 
was made the instrument of bis own disgrace, lie signified 
his resignation to the Senate, and that assembly, in their last 
act of obedience to a Ro.nan prince, still affected the spirit of 
freedom, and the forms of the constitution. An epistle was 
addressed by their unanimous decree to the Emperor Zeno, 
the son-in-law and successor of Leo, who had lately been re- 
stored, after a short rebellion, to the Byzantine throne. 
They solemnly t( disclaim the necessity, or even the wish, of 
continuing the imperial succession in Italy, since, in their 
opinion, the majesty of a sole monarch is sufficient to pervade 
and protect at the same time both the East and the West. In 
their own name and in the name of the people they consent that 
the Seat of the Universal Empire shall be transferred from 
Rome to Constantinople; and they basely renounced the right 
of choosing their own master, the only vestige that yet re- 
mained of the authority which had given law? to the world/' 
♦ * * Ki'Hfc (Zeno's) vanity was gratified by the title of 
sole Emperor, and by the statues erected to his honor in the 
several quarters of Rome; and he gratefully accepted the im- 
perial ensign, the sacred ornaments of the throne and palace, 
which the barbarians were not unwilling to remove from the 
sight of the people. n 

Thus, the seven-headed, dragonic power, symbolizing the 
Roman empire proper, transferred his power, seat and great 
authoiity to Zeno, emperor of the Greek empire, symbolized 
by the beast " like unto a leopard." 

This is one of the most remarkable occurrences in history, 
that a universal empire, like that of Rome, should, by irs own 
Toluntary act, give its power, seat and great authority to a 
rival government. Thus the Greek empire came to the do- 
minion, not by conquest, but by a voluntary gift, according 
to the prophecy. From 476, therefore, the Greek empire be- 
came the universal empire of the world, instead of the Roman 
empire in the west, upon the same principle that the four em- 
pires succeeded each other in the prophecy of Daniel. From 
all these facts, we conceive it to be utterly impossible that we 
can be mistaken in the rise of the leopard beast empire.. If 
farther evidence should be require!, by the reader, in proof 
of the correctness of our position here, it is found in the fact 
that it was, as we shall have occasion to show, the Greek em- 
perors that promulgated and established the laws by which 
over fifty millions of the saints were put to death. 
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Indeed, it is an admitted fact that the Greek emperor, Jus- 
tinian, did make war on the saints; and as the first imperial 
edict, to persecute with " fire and sword" in defence of 
ftoman Catholicism, was issued by the above monarch, two 
fundamental points are established, first : The Greek em- 
pire was the first war making power ; and, second, the forty- 
two months commenced under the administration of Justin- 
ian, of which period we shall speak hereafter. Having now 
shown, as we trust, to the satisfaction of the reader, that the 
Greek empire constituted the first head of the beast, we shall, 
in the next place, proceed, to show by historical facts that the 
Pope of Rome separated from the Greek empire and formed 
an alliance with 

THE SECOND HEAD — FRANCE. 

Putnam, in his history of " The World's Progress," page 
74, states, that in the year 800 " the Pope separates from the 
Eastern Empire and becomes supreme bishop of the Western." 
On the same page he further states — " New Empire of the 
West, founded by Charlemagne, who is crowned at Rome, by 
the Pope, King of Italy, Germany and France." 

In addition to the above, please notice the following testi- 
mony from " Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire," vol. 5, pp. 40-43 : 

" It was after the Nicene Synod, and under the reign of 
the pious Irene, that the Popes consulted the separation of 
Rome and Italy by the translation of the empire to the less 
orthodox Charlemagne. By this decisive measure they would 
finally eradicate the claims of the Greeks. The majesty of 
Rome would be restored; the Latin churches or Christians 
would be united under a supreme head in their accient me- 
tropolis; and the conquerors of the West would receive their 
crown from the successors of St. Peter. The Roman Church 
would acquire a zealous and respectable advocate. Under 
the shadow of the Carlovingian power, the Bishop 
might exercise with honor and safety the govern- 
ment of the city." 

" On the festival of Christmas, the last year of the eighth 
century, Charlemagne appeared in the church of St.- Peter, 
and to gratify the vanity of Rome, he had exchanged the sim- 
ple dress of his country for the habit of a patrician. After 
the celebration of the holy mysteries, Leo suddenly placed a 
precious crown on his head, and the dome resounded with the 
acclamations of the people, ' long life and victory to Charles, 
the most pious Augustus, crowned by God, the great and 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



THE BEAST LIKE A LEOPARD. 



33 



pacific Emperor of the Romans !' The head and body of 
Charlemagne were consecrated by the royal unction, after the 
example of the Caesars; he was saluted or adored by the pon- 
tiff; his coronation represents a promise to maintain the faith 
and the privileges of the Church. " 

The above testimony is quite sufficient, we think, to prove 
that France was the SECOND HEAD of the u LEOPARD BEAST." 
A. B, Edwards, in his "History of France" (Lon. Ed.), 
speaking of Charlemagne's war upon the Saxon's in favor of 
the Catholic church, states: 

"Year after year he wasted their country by fire and sword, 
overthrew their idols, levelled their temples to the ground, 
erected fortresses amid the ruins of their villages, and carried 
away vast numbers of captives to the interior of Gaul. To 
this forced emigration succeeded unwelcome thousands of re- 
luctant Saxons, who were compelled to subscribe to the cere- 
mony of baptism/' 

Charlemagne died Jan. 8th, 813; he was succeeded by his 
son, Louis I, and this line of kings terminated with the depo- 
sition of " Charles the Fat" "in a diet." Gibbon states, vol. 
5, p. 55: "The whole term of seventy-four years may be 
deemed a vacancy from the abdication of Charles the Fat to 
the establishment of Otho the First." Please mark 
the above testimony. Thus, dear reader, France became the 
second head and war-making power of 11 the leopard beast." 

the third head 

is beyond doubt the Saxons, commencing with Otho the F'irst, 
concerning whom we give the following extract of history: 

"Oth6 was of a noble race of dukes of Saxony. His father, 
Henry the Fowler, was elected by the suffrage of the nation 
to save and institute the kingdom of Germany. Its limits 
were enlarged on every side by his son, the first and greatest 
of the Othos. * * * In the North, Christianity was propa- 
gated by the sword. * * * At the head of a victorious 
army he passed the Alps, subdued the kingdom of Italy, de- 
livered the Pope, and forever fixed the imperial crown in the 
name and nation of Germany. From that time or memorable 
era, two maxims of public jurisprudence were introduced by 
force, and ratified by time. 

First — That the prince who was elected in the German diet 
acquired, from that instant, the subject kingdoms of Italy 
and Rome. 

Second — But that he might not legally assume the title of 
(4) 
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Emperor and Augustus, till he had received the crown from 
the hands of the Roman pontiff.— Gibbon, vol. 5, p. 55. 

No fact in history stands forth in clearer light than that the 
Saxons were the third head of the Beast like a leopard. 

The following is an extract from Prof. Kohlrush's celebra- 
ted history of Germany, pp. 122, 123 : % 

" Before the death of Henry, the princes had promised him 
to recognise his son Otho, as his successor to the empire, and 
this recognition was now confirmed by a great assembly at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, where Otho was solemnly crowned. * * * 
When the people were assembled in the grand cathedral of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, the archbishop led the young king forward 
by the hand, and thus spoke to the multitude : ^ 1 Behold, I 
here present to you the king, Otho, elected by God, proposed 
by king Henry, and nominated by all the princes ! . If this 
choice be acceptable to you, you will signify it by raising your 
right hand towards heaven V 

" The whole multitude then held up their hands and hailed 
the new king with loud and joyful acclamations. The arch- 
bishop then stepped with him to the altar whereupon the im- 
perial insignia lay— the sword and belt, the imperial mantle, 
the armlets and the staff, together with the sceptre and the 
crown. The sword he handed to him with these words : 
1 Take this sword destined to repulse all the enemies of Christ, 
and to confirm, with most lasting power, the peace of all 
Christians Snd he handed to his majesty the other articles, 
with a similar address. He then placed the crown upon his 
head and led him to the throne. He was a great and power- 
ful monarch, and was soon considered the first prince in Chris- 
tendom. He had placed upon his head the imperial crown of 
Charlemagne. 

" Otho, the first and greatest of the Othos, died at Castle 
Mamleben, on the 7th of May, 973, aged 61 years, and in 
the thirty-eighth of his reign, and was succeeded by his son, 
Otho II, who died in the presence of his Queen, the Pope, 
and several of his faithful adherents, on the 7th of December, 
983, in the twenty eighth year of his age. He was buried in 
the Church of St. Peter, in Rome. 

"The news of his death reached Aix-la-Chapelle the day 
after the coronation of his infant son had been celebrated in 
the assembly of all the princes. 

H When the youthful monarch had attained his sixteenth 
year, his grandmother, Queen Adelaide, expressed a desire to- 
behold the head of her grandson likewise decorated with the 
imperial crown. Accordingly, in February, 996, he corn- 
Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



# 



THE BEAST LIKE A LEOPARD. 35 

mcnccd his first Roman expedition, and all the nations of the 
Germans, Saxons, Franks, Bavarians, Swabians and Lorrains, 
yielded on this occasion military service, and joined in the 
ranks of the multitudinous train. He was crowned Emperor 
on Ascension Day, the 21st of May, in that year, by Pope 
Gregory V." 

Otho III died on the 23d of January, 1002, at Paterno, in 
the twenty-second year of his age. Speaking of the unex- 
pected death of Otho III, Hallam, in his History of the Mid- 
dle Ages, page 228, remarks : 

" Upon the immature and unexpected decease of Otho III, 
a momentary opposition was offered to Henry, Duke of Bava- 
ria, a collateral branch of the reigning family. He obtained 
the crown, however, by what contemporary historians call an 
hereditary title, and it was not until his death, in 1024, that 
the house of Saxony was deemed to be extinct." 

Having traced the inauguration, succession and departure 
of the Saxon or third head and war making power, we now 
proceed to investigate, in as brief a manner as possible, the 
imperial succession and war making power of 

THE FOURTH HEAD — THE HOUSE OF FR A NOON A I. 

In reference to the House of Franconia, Professor Kohlraush, 
in his History of Germany, remarks : 

"The Germanic states, each under its duke, assemble for 
the election of a new emperor, upon the vast plains along 
both banks of the Rhine, between Mentz and Worms, near 
Oppenheim. * * * A splendid and numerous assembly, 
or diet of electors was here reflected in the waves of the great 
German stream. When the election commenced, and the 
Archbishop Aribo of Mentz was the first to give his vote, he 
named Co irad the Elder. The archbishops and bishops fol- 
owed. Conrad, surnamed the Salic : a nobleman of Franconia, 
was elected. The new king was now conducted to Mentz to 
bo there solemnly anointed and crowned. 

" Shortly after the commencement of his reign he advanced 
into Italy, where in Milan he was crowned king of Italy, and 
subsequently in Rome, Emperor. He died at Utrecht in 
103D/' Kohlrush, p. 137. 

" Conrad was succeeded by his son, Henry III. He was 
crowned Emperor in Rome at the Christmas Festival, 1046, 
by Pope Clement II. Henry died suddenly in the year 1056, 
at Lothfield, near Blankenbury." 

Henry the III. was succeeded by his son, Henry IV., who 
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died at Liege in the year 1 106, and was succeeded by his son 
Henry V., who was crowned Emperor by Pope Paschal, in 
Rome, April 13th, 1111, of whom Hallam, in his Middle 
Ages, page 229, says: " At his death, in 1125, the male 
line of the Franconian Emperors was at an end." Thus ended 
the fourth head of the " Leopard Beast/' We now proceed 
to examine the testimony concerning 

THE FIFTH HEAD— THE HOUSE OF SWABIA. 

On the death of Henry V. (1125) " the Franconian empe- 
rors were at an end/' 

u Accordingly in 1125, the German tribes again encamped on 
the banks of the Rhine, in the vicinity of Mentz. Ten 
princes were selected. The archbishop persuaded them to 
make choice of Lothaire, duke of Saxony, who was elevated 
to the throne, . Lothaire was seized suddenly ill and died in 
tlie ytar 1138. On the death of Lothaire, in 1138, the parti- 
sans of the House of Swabia made a hasty and irregular elec- 
tion of Conrad, in whioh the Saxon faction found itself 
obliged to yield. 

"The Emperor Conrad died at Bamberg in the year 1152, 
and recommended, before his death, his nephew, Frederick 
Barbarossa, duke of Swabia/' 

Frederick went to Rome and was crowned emperor in St. 
Peter's Church, on the 18th of June, 1155. Frederick I. 
was Me of the most powerful, high minded and valiant of all 
the German emperors, with a will firm as iron. It was said 
by one historian, " Germany has an emperor, but other 
nations only petty king^." The Emperor Frederick Barba- 
rossa was drowned in the river Selph, on the 10th day of June, 
1190. 

With the death of Frederick Barbarossa commences the 
period called by historians 'The Grand Interregnum," in 
which it is utterly impossible to find a legitimately elected impe- 
rial successor. 

Speaking of the condition of the political elements during 
the above period, Koch, in his History of Europe, remarks : 

" The downfall of imperial authority, and the House of 
Hoenstaufen, (or Swabia,) and the new power usurped by the 
princes and states of the empire, occasioned a long series of 
troubles in Germany, and that frightful state of anarchy 
known by the name of the Grand Interregnum. Strength 
then triumphed over law and right. The government was 
altered from its basis." 

" The numerous republics which had sprung up in Italy, in 
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the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, were torn to pieces by 
the contending factions, and a prey to mutual and incessant 
hostilities. What contributed to augment the trouble and 
confusion in that unhappy country was, that during a long 
series of years no emperor had repaired thither in person, or 
made the smallest attempt to restore imperial authority in 
those states." 

The following testimony, from Proctor's History of Italy, 
p. 55, will be read by the student of Prophecy and History, 
with interest : 

4< From the middle of the thirteenth century the unhappy 
divisions of factions which raged without principle or object, 
had the effect of depriving Italian history of all general or 
determined connection. For above two hundred years we 
shall be at a loss to discover among the numerous states of 
Italy any moment of common action and union on whicb it is 
possible to rest as an epoch in her annals. We are thrown on 
a wide and tempestuous sea of endless revolution and blood- 
shed, and crime, and yet these are not the storms of barbar- 
ism. The refulgence of intellectual light, the revival of poe- 
try and literature, the dawn and noontide of immortal art 
play over the troubled scene in strange contrast with its 
gloomy horrors, with the atrocities of implacable factions, the 
din of uuceasing wars, the appalling silence of domestic 
tragedy." 

Thus, with the death of Frederick Barbarossa, terminated* 
the fifth head; and God's judgments fell heavily upon the 
Papal power. 

THE SIXTH HEAD — SPAIN. 

At about the middle of the sixteenth century Charles V., 
emperor of Germany and king of Spain, became the great 
ruling power in Europe, and, as the following history will 
show, put an end to this long distracted state of things. By 
being united with the Catholic church, as all the preceding 
heads had been, Spain thus became the sixth head 

Goodrich's History of Rome, p. 310, says: " Aided by 
the abilities of Gonsalvo de Cordova, the great captain, he 
(Charles V.) succeeded in expelling the French from Naples, 
which thus became united to the Spanish monarchy. Charles 
V., who was at the same time emperor of Germany and kin** 
of Spain, carried on long wars with his rival, Francis I., of 
France, and at length dispossessed him of all his Italian do- 
mains. 

(3a) 
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tt Charles then added the title of King of Lombardy to his 
other dignities. For nearly two hundred years after his 
death, Italy was ruled chiefly by the king3 of Spain." 

Gibbon, vol. G, p. 511, says: " The French and Germans 
at length withdrew from the field of battle; Milan, Naples, 
Sicily, Sardinia, and the sea coast of Tuscany, were firmly 
possessed by the Spaniards; and it became their interest to 
maintain the peace and dependence of Italy, which continued 
almost without disturbance from the middle of the sixteenth 
to the opening of the eighteenth century. The Vatican was 
swayed and protected by the religious policy of the Catholic 
king/' — the King of Spain. Thus Spain became the sixth 
head of the Beast, and continued, as we shall see, till 1713, 
when Spain was succeeded by Austria. 

No country upon earth put to death and tortured so many 
victims, as the kings of Roman Catholic Spain. 

SEVENTH HEAD — AUSTRIA. 

Spain was finally succeeded by Austria, which became the 
great ruling power in Europe in connection with the Catholic 
church in 1713. 

The following short extract is all we think necessary to 
give on this point, as the history is generally so well known : 
Goodrich's History of Rome, p. 320, — u The kingdom of 
Naples passed from the Spanish domiai >ns to a prince of the 
house of Austria, in 1713 ; and about (he same time Piedmont, 
Sawy and Sardinia, were erected into a monarchy, with the 
title of the Kingdom of Sardinia. The political state of Italy 
suffered no material alteration from this time till the French 
Revolution. The Austrian influence was then predominant in 
Italy." Austria is thus shown to be the seventh head of the 
Beast. We might have given ten- fold more history on these 
points, if we had thought it necessary, and the limits to which 
we have restricted ourselves in the present work would have 
permitted it. But we trust we have given sufficient to satisfy 
the reader on these points. 

Having now shown that the seven heads of the beast " like 
a leopard/' are, 1st, the Greek empire; 2d, France; 3d, Sax- 
ony; 4th, Franconia; 5th, Swabia; Gth, Spain, and 7th, 
Austria, we shall, in the next place, show the fulfillment of 
the forty-two months' war, by this power, on the saints. We 
would remark, first, however, that this period is explained in 
chapter xi : 3, to be 1 4 one thousand two hundred and three score 
days." These days are, beyond question, to be understood as so 
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many years, nob only from the fact that we have this rule laid 
down in the Bible, in regard to prophetic days (see Ezek., ir : 
6), but from the fact that 12G0 literal days could not possibly 
cover th s rise and fall of the seven kingdoms, r.s symbolized 
by the srven heads. This, we I Link, should be quite suffi- 
cient to satisfy the reader that those days are to be understood 
as so many years. The " war with the saints/' by the beast 
under consideration, was, therefore, to be just 1260 years 
long. 

That this period commenced in A. D. 532, we think the 
following from Bower's History of the Popes, vol 1 , p. 334, 
unmistakably proves — 

u A. D. 532, while the Ariau king was striving, by the 
most just and equitable laws, to clear the church from all 
►simony in the west, the Catholic emperor was employing the 
most unjust and unchristian means of clearing her from all 
heresies in the ca.^t, that of persecution, and the most cruel 
persecution any Christian emperor had yet set on foot, or 
countenanced. For by an edict which he issued to unite all 
men in one faith, whether Jews, Gentiles, or Christians, such 
as did not, IN the term of three months, embrace and profctf 
the Catholic faith, were declared infamous, and, as such, ex- 
cluded from all employments, both civil and military, rendered 
incapable of leaving anything by will, anl tlieir estates confis- 
cated, whether real or personal. These were convincing argu- 
ments of the truth of the Catholic faith. But many, how- 
ever, withstood them; and against such as did, the imperial 
e fict was executed with the utmost rigor. Great numbers w re 
driven from their habitations^ with their tvives and children, 
STRIPPED and NAKED. Others betook themselves to flight, car- 
rying with them what they could conceal, for their support 
and maintenance; but they were plundered of the little they 
had, and many of them inhumanly massacred, by the 
Catholic peasants, and soldiery who guarded the passes. 99 

The above history, we conceive, is all that could reasonably 
be required on this point. That the Greek empire here com- 
menced a most furious " war with the saints," is clearly proved, 
beyond controversy, since the edict, both according to Bower 
and Gibbon, was executed with the UTMOST RIGOR. 

Gibbon says (vol. 3, p. 204) : 

" Bill in the creed of Justinian the guilt of murder could 
not be applied to the slaughter of unbelievers ; and he piously 
labored to establish with lire and sword the unity of the 
Christian faith. 

The above history furnishes us with the clearest evidence 
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of the consummation of the union of the Greek empire with 
the Catholic church, and vice versa, in the highest possible 
sense of the term. No union of civil and ecclesiastical powers 
could be more Cv>mplete, and attended with more fearful and 
more terrible consequences to the church of Christ. 

Up to this time, toleration had existed. Of this fact, the 
edict itself furnishes sufficient evidence. Gibbon, however, 
also says that the n - Arian church and clergy, even in Constan- 
tinople, at the time of this edict, equalled the wealth and 
magnificence of the Senate.'*' Such a state of things could 
not have been ihe order of the times, if toleration had not pre- 
viously existed. Hence, the beginning of the " war with the 
saints" could not have taken place prior to A. D. 532. 

Here we find a clear explanation to all our past mistakes and 
disappointments on this subject. We have, in all our past 
movements, commenced the periods — the 1260 and 1335 — 
before the war commenced, but not so now; the edict was ex- 
ecuted, says the historian, with the " utmost rigor" — "with 
sword and fire."' As no edict could be more comprehensive ; 
executed with greater rigor, and with more terrible and de- 
structive consequences to the church of Christ, it is certain, 
therefore, that A. D. 532 was the beginning of the war on the 
saints, and consequently of the 1260 years. 

This edict was incorporated into the Justinian code an^ 
thereby continued in force for 1260 years — to A. D. 1792? 
when it, together with the code, was abolished, toleration of 
religious worship re-established and the judgments of Gad ex- 
ecuted upon the persecutors, as history will most clearly and 
unmistakably prove. 

We have already proved that Austria was the seventh head 
of the beast from 1713 to the beginning of the French revolu- 
tion; therefore, we are under the necessity of considering 
France the eighth head, or king, and, by consequence, the 
" beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit;" for it will 
be seen by chapter xvii : 10, 11, that the eighth king and the 
beast out of the bottomless pit are one and the same power. 

That we are right is further proved from the consideratio 11 
that it was, as is generally admitted by expositors, in th e 
French revolution that the "two witnesses" were " slain," a s 
brought to view in the 11th chapter and 7th verse, which reads 
thus: " And when they," that is, the " two witnesses," "shall 
have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of 
the. bottomless pit shall make war against thorn, and shall over 
come them, and shall kill them." 
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Without attempting to show, just here, what the two wit- 
nesses are in particular, the fact that they are the " witnesses" 
of Christ, and that the " beast" M out of the bottomless pit" 
makes war on them to kill them, shows very clearly that the 
u beast" is an infidel or atheistical power. No more certain 
proof on this point could be required, as no power would make 
war on the witnesses of Christ, without being a pagan or an 
infidel power. That this was the character of France, from 
about the bejnnnins: of the revolution, is a fact that is univer- 

DO ' 

sally known. Indeed, it is the only pagan or infidel power 
that has ever existed in the western Roman empire since the 
overthrow of the Saxons, Huns, &c., by Charlemagne. So 
that w^ -cannot b'j mistaken in the fact that the eighth head 
represented France, from about the beginning, as we have al- 
ready stated, of the French revolution. 

As a succinct statement of the events of the French revolu- 
tion, and its terrible consequences to the Catholic church, 
may be necessary at this point to enable the reader to more 
fully comprehend the subject, we give the following extract 
from the History of the Church, by Goodrich, pp. 183, 184 : 

"At the commencement of the French revolution, the 
clergy in France were both numerous and wealthy. They 
amounted to no less than eighteen archbishoos, one hundred 
and eleven bishops, and one hundred and fifty thousand priests, 
having under their control a revenue of five millions sterling, 
annually, besides three thousand four hundred convents. The 
clergy and their wealth were now attacked by the INFIDEL 
revolutionists, and fell an easy prey. The titles and revenues 
of the clergy were taken away, by a decree of the Constituent 
Assembly; the possessions of the church were now declared 
to be the property of the nation; the leligious orders were 
abolished, the monks and nuns were ejected from their con- 
vents, and their immense wealth seized for the nation. The 
revolutionary torrent, which was thus set in motion, destroyed 
law r government and religion in France, and laid waste the 
Roman Church, both there and in neighboring countries. 
The priests were massacred, her silver shrines and saints were 
turned into money for the payment of the troops, her bells 
were converted into cannon, and her churches and convents 
into barracks for soldiers. From the Atlantic to the Adriatic 
she presented but one appalling spectacle. She had shed the 
blood of saints and prophets, and God now cave her blood to 
drink." 

No one can fail to see, we thin!. from the above, that 
France was not only the beast out of the bottomless pit, but 
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also the instrument in the purpose of God in executing His 
terrible judgments upon the persecutors of His saints. The 
particular work of the beast like a leopard was. as we have 
seen, to sustain the Catholic Church and make war with 
the saints. Now, the fact that France iu 1792, instead of 
sustaining the Catholic Church, and making war on the saints, 
was acting directly the reverse — was making war on the Cath- 
olic Church herself in the most furious and destructive man- 
ner, proves positively that France does not belong to the 
Leopard beast, and therefore Franee is, and has been ever since 
1792, the eighth king and beast out of the bottomless pit. 

The difference between these two beasts is thus very clearly 
seen The former (Leopard beast) made war on the saints, 
and the latter (beast out of the bottomless pit — France) made 
war on the Catholic Church and the former beast power, and, 
as we shall soon prove, liberated the saints from their perse- 
cutors, by granting them the free exercise of their religion. 

Was this all done by 1792 ? We answer it was. First, 
then, as to toleration of religious worship; Bowers' History, 
vol. 3, p. 414, says : " About the commencement of the year 
1792, the direct personal assaults on the ecclesiastics [Roman] 
began. The Assembly proclaimed the toleration of all religi- 
ous worship/' 

Allison's History of Europe, vol. 1, p. 110, says : "The 
great evils which afflicted France, were removed by its [the 
Assembly's] exertions. Liberty of religious worship, but im- 
perfectly provided for in 1787, was secured in its fullest 
extent." 

DeCormenin, vol. 2, p. 410, says: " The Legislative As- 
sembly suppressed the pensions, the State allowed to the 
refractory ; decreed the liberty of worship, the emancipation 
of all monastic orders, the marriage of priests, and prohibited 
all religious costumes." 

Thus we have proved by facts, in history, th \t u toleration 
to all religious worship " was established ''in the commence- 
ment of 1792," " in its fullest extent." 

Therefore, when toleration of religious faith and worship 
was fully established, as it was in the beginning of 1792, 
the 1260 years, in all its different phases, ended. It is 
impossible that there could be " war with the saints " after 
" toleration of all religious worship" was established to the 
"fullest extent." 

Having thus shown that the war on the saints ce ised in the 
beginning of 1792, we shall next show that the judgments of 
God, by captivity and sword, were executed at the same time, 
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upon their persecutors. 

Bowers' History of the Popes, vol. o, p. 413, says : " On 
November 29, 1791, the Assembly decreed that the Roman 
ecclesiastics who would not comply with the requirements of 
t ho civil constitution, should be subject to the penalties of 
i heir disobediance. 

" The agitation of the kingdom of France being on the 
increase continually, through the secret briefs and bulls* of 
Pius VI., aided by the wiles and machinations of the Roman 
Priests, until all parts of the country were almost in anarchy, 
the Assembly resolved, if possible, to allay the impending tor- 
nado by another act. They therefore passed a decree, May 
36th, 1792, commanding the immediate banishment of every 
ecclesiastic, without exception, who would not take the civic 
oath." 

Says Marsh's Ecclesiastical History, p. 300 : 

11 A civil constitution was formed for the clergy, to which 
all were required to swear, on pain of death or banishment. 
The great body refused, and priest and altar were pverturned, 
and blood, once esteemed sacred, flowed to the horses' bridles. 
Such as could, escaped through a thousand dangers, and found 
an asylum in foreign countries. No tongue can tell the woes 
of the nation.' 1 

Goodrich, in his History of the Church, p. 184, says, as we 
have before stated : M Her priests were massacred, hei silver 
shrines and saints were turned into money for the payment of 
the troops, her bells were converted into cannon, and her 
churches and convents into barracks for soldiers. From the 
Atlantic to the Adriatic she presented but one appalling spec- 
tacle. She had shed the blood of saints and piophets, and 
God now gave her blood to drink" 

In " The ljecent Occurrences of Europe," by Thomas 
Coke, LL.D., published in 1809, it is stated on page 174, 
that in 1792, u One hundred and thirty-eight bishops, and 
sixty-four thousand priests of the lower order n were banished 
from France ; and "vhat were not banished were thrown into 
prison, and between the 2d and 9th of September of the same 
year, they were all inhumanly massacred. 

The Hon. Gerard Noel says : 

" Can the overthrow of the monastic orders, plunder of the 
church property, the destruction of religion by legislative en- 
actment, and the massacre of a hundred thousand of her clergy, 
bj consistent with any reasonable estimate ot domination and 
power. Under such terrific judgments upon the persecutors, 
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can we refuse to admit that the period of the twelve hundred 
and sixty years has terminated its course V 

Louis the XVI. was dethroned on the 10th of August 1792, 
and with his wife and children was thrown into prison on the 
13th of the same month, where they remained until they were 
put to death Allison's History of Europe, vol. 1, p. 130. 

Thus God has faithfully fulfilled His word by establishing 
complete liberty of religious worship to the saints, and at the 
same time, and by the same instrumentality, executing His 
judgments upon those who had lei them into "captivity" and 
"killed" them with the "sword." 

Thus, we have in the Revelation, two separate and widely 
different beasts brought to view, as also two separate and 
widely different Churches. 

The first beast (the leopard) b gan to make war on the 
saints (the true church) "with sword and fire/' in 532, and 
the second beast (the beast out of the bottomless pit — France) 
began to make war on the Roman Catholics (the apostate 
church), by fire and sword in the beginning of 1792, which 
fixes the beginning and end of the 1260 years beyond all pos- 
sible mistake. 

We have thus fully established the fact that the 1260 
years, of Revelation, ended in the spring of 1792, at the 
latest, since France, the beast out of the bottomless pit, and 
last ruling power in prophecy, then established complete tol- 
eration of religious worship, and also, began at the same time 
to execute the judgments of God upon the bloody persecutors 
of the saints. 

Thus every ground of doubt in regard to the war upon the 
saiuts hiving began, in A. D., 532, when Justinian emperor 
of the.LJreek empire, issued his edict to compel " all men, 
whether Jews, G:ntiles, or Christians," under the penalties 
of death eff banishment, to "embrace and profess the Catho- 
lic faith, is removed forever/' Therefore, as the 1260 years, 
from this point, ended in the spring of 1792, the 1335 years 
which bring us to the standing up of "Michael" and the re- 
surrection (Dan 12: 1-3, 12,) will end in the beginning or 
fore parr of 1867, as 75 years, the difference between the 
1260 and the 1335, beginning in the fore part of 1792, will 
terminate at the same time in the year, in 1867. 

That the 1260 and the 1335 years began at the same time, 
there can be no doubt, since they both were to begin with the 
commencement of the "war with the saints." 

That ihe 1335 days reach to the coming of the Lord, we 
think that there is nothing more susceptible of proof in the 
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Bible. In Daniel xii : 1, 2, certain " wonders" are brought 
to view — the standing up of Michael — time of trouble — de- 
liverance of Daniel's people; every one found written in 
the Book ; and the awaking of " many of them that sleep in 
the du$t»" etc. It will be seen that the resurrection is here 
mentioned among the wonders, and the last one, too, in the 
category. We wish this fact to be particularly noticed. 
Therefore, in whatever light the standing up of Michael may 
be seen, it is certain that the coming of Christ must be em- 
braced in the wonders, since the resurrection cannot take 
place prior to his advent. Therefore, when the angel, as re- 
corded in verse G, asks, " How long shall it be to the end of 
these wonders V* he virtually asks, how long shall it be to 
the resurrection, as that is the last wonder mentioned. This 
question was asked by an angel of God, sent to Daniel for 
this purpose; and, therefore, the question demands a definite 
answer ; the answer, therefore, must reach to the end of the 
wonders — to the resurrection and coming of Christ. There- 
fore, it is the resurrection that is definitely pointed out by the 
1335 days. That this view of the casa is correct, is further 
proved by the fact that Daniel is to rest and stand in his lot 
at the end of the days, which necessarily involves a resurrec- 
tion. 

" At the end of the days." This phrase, where it stands 
in connection with prophetic periods, has always been definite- 
ly fulfilled; or, in other words, all events marking the termin- 
ation of prophetic periods, have always been fulfilled in the 
last day, or year, of those periods. Thus the children of Is- 
rael left Egypt on the self same day that the 430 years ended. 
They also crossod over Jordan five days before the forty years 
of their wandering in the wilderness was out; and the King 
of Babylon was killed in the seventieth year of the captivity, 
&c. This we regard as quite sufficient to establish the fact 
that the resurrection will take place sometime in or during 
the last year of the 1335. 

The declaration, " Blessed is he that wailcth and COMETH 
TO the thousand, three hundred and live and thirty days/ 
in harmony with this view. 

The words u cometh to," in the original, are Boic, which, ac- 
cording to Pick's Bible Students' Hebrew Concordance, means 
to t( enter, enter upon, or into." In every instance in the Bi- 
ble where the words " eater/ 1 or * entered upon/' or " into," 
occurs, it is the same word. 

From the foregoing it will bo seen that the Lord may come 
any time in the 1335th year, and, therefore, as the 1335th 

(5) 
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year, ending in the fore part, as we have proved, of 18G7, 
must begin in the fore part of 1866, the Lord may come in 
the present year, to which our hearts respond, Amen. 

We do not pretend to fix the day and hour of our Saviour's 
coming, but the knowledge of the year as we have seen is un- 
mistakably fixed. May heaven grant that both our readers 
and ourselves may be ready for the glorious morn so soon to 
be realized. 
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EXPOSITION OF THE " LITTLE HORN " AND HIS "WAR 

with the saints."— Daniel vii : 



8. I considered the horns, and behold ; there came up 
among them another little horn, before whom there were three 
of the first horns plucked up by the roots ; and behold, in this 
horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
great things. 

21. I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, 
andjprevailed agunst them; 

22. Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was 
given to the saints of tjic Most High : and the time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom. 

25. And he shall speak great words against the Most High, 
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to 
change times and laws ; and they shall be given into his hand 
until a time and times and the dividing of time. 

26. But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away 
his dominion to consume and to destroy it unto the end. 

Before entering directly upon this exposition, we would re- 
mark that it might have been embraced or included in the 
exposition of the previous chapter, but we have thought it 
best, in the present work, to give each chain of prophecy a 
separate exposition, as by so doing the subject will probably 
be made much clearer, especially to those who are not very 
familiar with it, than otherwise. We hope, therefore, that 
each chapter and exposition will be carefully examined. 

The first point to settle is, what are we to understand by a 
"bona"? "We answer, that a "horn" in prophecy always, as 
is universally admitted, represents a purely civil government, 
or "kingdom," from the fact that this was the character of the 
"ten kings" or "kingdoms," into which the "fourth," or 
lloman "kiugdoni," was divided, as represented by the "ten 
horns" of the "fourth beast," in verses 7, 23, 24, which read 
as follows : 

"Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth king- 
dom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, 
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and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and 
break it in pieces. 

"And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that 
shall arise/ 7 &c. 

"King" and "kingdom/ 7 in prophecy, are synonymous 
terms, from the fact that, in the 17th verse, the "four beasts" 
are declared to be "four kings/ 7 while in the 23d verse the 
"fourth beast" is declared to be the "fourth kingdom. 77 King 
and kingdom, therefore, mean the same thing. Now, as the 
"ten horns" of this "fourth beast" represented ten civil gov- 
ernments or kingdoms, into which the "fourth kingdom 77 was 
divided, therefore the other "little horn" which came up after 
them, must represent a civil government or kingdom, also, as 
the same law that applies to the ten must also apply to the 
other — the eleventh — for they are all "horns. 77 

Indeed, all the horns in the prophecies of Daniel and Reve- 
lation, as symbolizing earthly powers, are admitted, as they 
must be, to apply to kingdoms. Thus the two horns of the 
"ram 77 represented the kingdoms of Media and Persia ; the one 
horn of the goat, the kingdom of Greciain its consolidated state; 
the ten horns of the dragon, and the ten horns of the beast 
like a leopard, are all admitted to represent sd many purely 
civil governments. 

To say that a "horn/ 7 in one instance represents one thing, 
and in another, something else, perhaps directly opposite, 
would be to destroy prophecy altogether. There must be 
some general law of interpretation. A horn, in one instance, 
must mean the same as in another. Therefore, if it can be pro- 
ved that all the other horns in Daniel and Revelation repre- 
sent purely civil governments, this settles the fact in regard to 
this one. This, we think, is too plain a matter to be ques- 
tioned. 

The only difference that exists between this last, or eleventh 
horn, and any of the other ten, consists in its having "eyes' 7 
and a "mouth," which are generally understood to represent 
an ecclesiastical power, or a church. And this must be so in 
the very nature of things, since the "eyes 7 ' and "mouth" 
must represent something quite opposite to the horn itself, 
and therefore quite opposite to civil power: and the opposite 
to civil power is ecclesiastical. That this view is correct we 
will now prove positively from chapter 11: 30, where we have 
this same "horn" or "king" fully explained thus : 

"For the ships of Chittim shall come against him : there- 
fore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation 
against the holy covenant; so shall he do; he shall even re- 
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turn, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy 
covenant/' 

By the "ships of Chittim coming against him," is meant 
the incursion of those northern barbarian nations against the 
Roman empire, in the third and fourth centuries, from what 
was anciently called the land of Chittim. They came, ai the 
prophecy declares, especially the Vandals, in ships. This 
verse shows that there was a union effected between the "king," 
or Roman power, on the one hand, and an apostate church 
on the other; for "he shall have intelligence" or "understand- 
ing" as some translators render it, "with them that forsake 
the holy covenant." The result of this "intelligence," "un- 
derstanding," or union, as we a v e informed in the following 
verses, is a 6 'war with the saints," which proves positively 
that this "king" and the "little horn/' under consideration, 
are synonymous — since there was but one power to arise in 
the world that was to become united with an apostate church, 
and make war "with the saints*" 

Here, then, the "eyes" and "mouth" in the "little horn" 
are explained, unmistakably, to be an apostate church; and 
the "eyes" and "mouth M being in the horn, shows that there 
was a union effected between the two, or, in other words, the 
apostate church was nationalized, so that the faith and wor- 
ship of the church became a law in the empire. 

This union between the civil power of Rome and the apos- 
tate church is still further proved in Rev. 17: 1-6. Here 
John, the Revelator, is called to see "the judgment of the 
great whore that sitteth upon many waters; with whom the 
kings of the earth have committed fornication." The "kings 
of the earth" here, all admit, represent the same power as the 
"little horn'- 9 under consideration, which proves that the "lit- 
tle horn" represents the civil or imperial Roman power, and 
not the papacy, as some have supposed, since no one has at- 
tempted to show that the "kings of the earth" and the papacy 
are synonymous. 

The fa t that the "kings of the earth'' are just seven in 
number, shows that it is impossible that they could apply to 
the papacy, since the papacy has been and has ever claimed 
to be one unbroken chain from first to last. 

As, therefore, the papacy cannot be said to be seven kings, 
which were to rise and fall in a consecutive order, the ques- 
tion is settled forever that the papacy is not meant. 

The fact that the papacy was not the power against which the 
"ships of Chittim" came, according to Daniel Hi 30, is posi- 
tive proof of itself that the "little horn" and the papacy are not 
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synonymous. Those who apply the "little horn" to the 
papacy would have to date its rise in 754, since the popes 
were in no sense civil rulers prior to that date : and even 
then their civil power wa3 entirely subordinate to the kings 
and emperors of France. This would extend the 1260 days, 
or years, to 2014, and the 1335 to 2089. 

No further evidence, we think, will be required to satisfy 
any and all of our readers that the "little horn" does not apply 
to the papacy. 

The "great whore" with whom the "kings of the earth 
have committed fornication/' is called "THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH/' 
She is also shown to be "drunken with the blood of the 
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus." That 
the apostate church, thus symbolized, is synonymous with 
"them that forsake the holy covenant," in Dan. 11: SI, there 
can be no doubt, and therefore, the "little horn" with "eyes" 
and a "mouth" is thus shown to symbolize a union between a 
civil government and an apostate church. 

This union must result in a "war with the saints", from the 
fact that the union must result in establishing the creed or 
faith of the apostate church, as a law, under the penalties of 
death and banishment, in the empire; otherwise she could not 
have been drunken with their blood. 

Having now shown what is required to fulfill the prophecy, 
we shall next proceed to identify the power symbolized by the 
"little horn," show its rise, and also, the time when it com- 
menced to "make war with the saints." 

The horn was to rise, as we learn from the verses quoted at 
the beginning of the article, after the l 'ten horns," which re- 
presented the "ten kings," or kingdoms, into which the fourth 
kingdom was to be divided. This fourth kingdom, all exposi- 
tors agree, represented the Roman empire, since that was not 
only the fourth empire in a regular succession, but the only 
empire that has ever been divided into ten kingdoms. The 
first of these four empires, as we learn in Dan. 2: 38, where 
Daniel is giving an explanation of the great imago, was Baby- 
lon. The second, we learn in ch. 5: 38, and 8: 20, was Medo- 
Persia. The third (8 : 21) was Grecia. Grecia was over- 
thrown by the Roman empire according to all history on this 
subject; so that we cannot be mistaken in the fact that the 
Roman empire was, or is the fourth empire. 

The ten horns, or kingdoms, are understood very nearly 
alike by the different expositors, and are as follows : 
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1; The Ostrogoths, 377 

2. The Visigoths, 378 

3. TBs Alemani. 400 

4. The jPrtnfci, 407 

3. The Burgundians, 407 

6. The Britons, 409 

7. The Suevi, ... 409 

8. Tho Vandals, ------ 439 

9. The Huns, - 445 

10. The Saxons, 455 



Thus, between 377 and 455, we have the Roman empire di- 
vided into ten kingdoms, as represented by the ten horns. 

As the Roman empire in the West, which was the Roman 
empire proper, was all divided between the ten kingdoms, 
therefore we must look for the eleventh horn to rise out of the 
eastern division, or province ; and by consequence, we find 
that a power arose there that answers to every particular in 
the prophecy, as we shall most clearly prove. 

This power w is what is commonly called the Greek empire, 
which took its rise on the final overthrow of the Roman em- 
pire, by Odoacer, as the following history from Gibbon, vol. 
o, p. 512, will show: 

"After the resignation of Augustulus, the submissive peo- 
ple of Italy were prepared to obey, without a murmur, the au- 
thority which he [Odoacer] should condescend to exercise as 
the vicegerent of the emperor of the West. But Odoacer 
had determined to abolish that useless and expensive office ; 
and such is the weight of antique prejudice, that it required 
some boldness and penetration to discover the extreme facility 
of the enterprise. The unfortunate Augustulus w;\s made the 
instrument of his own disgrace. He signified his resignation 
to the Senate, and that assembly, in their last act of obedience 
to a Roman prince, still affected the spirit of freedom and the 
forms of the constitution. An epistle was addressed, by their 
unanimous decree, to the Emperor Zeno, who had lately been 
restored, after a short rebellion, to the Byzantine [Greek] 
throne. They solemnly disclaim the necessity, or even the 
wish, to continue any longer the imperial succession in Italy: 
since, in their opinion, the majesty of a sole monarch, is suffi- 
cient to pervade and proteet at the same time, both the 
East and the West. In their own name, and in the name of 
the people, they consent that the seat of universal empire 
shall be transferred from Rome to Constantinople ; and 
they hereby renounce the right of choosing their own master, 
THE ONLY VESTIGE THAT YET REMAINED OF 
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THE AUTHORITY WHICH HAD GIVEN LAWS TO 
THE WORLD." * * * " His [Zeno's] vanity was grati- 
fied by the title of SOLE EMPEROR, and by the statues 
erected to his honor in the several quarters of Rome ; and he 
gratefully accepted the imperial ensign, the sacked ornaments 
of the throne and palace, which the barbarians were not un- 
willing to remove from the sight of the people." 

From the above history it is proved that the Greek empire 
succeeded the Roman empire, and thus became the only impe- 
rial power in both the East and the West. 

Thus the " little horn" kingdom arose in 476, but the 
union with the mother of harlots, or Roman Catholic church, 
as we shall soon see, was not fully effected until A. D. 532. 

Further evidence that the Greek empire was the little horn 
under consideration, is found in the fact that that is the only 
power that ever plucked up three of th;i first horns by the 
roots, viz. : the Vandals, the Ostrogoths and the Alemani. 

This we regard as positive evidence that the Greek empiro 
was the u little horn" that was to make the " war with the 
saints/' by establishing a union with the Roman Catholic 
church — " the mother of harlots and abominations of the 
earth." 

Moreover ; as there was to be but one such power, that was 
to establish a union with the Roman Catholic cliurch, and 
commence this war with the saints, therefore, if we can prove, 
by reliable facts in history, that the Greek empire did accom- 
plish this work, we shall have again fully established the 
point. 

That this was all effected, in the highest sense, in 532, the 
following from Bower's History of the Popes, vol. 1, p. 324, 
will very clearly show : 

" While the Arian king was striving, by the most just and 
equitable laws, to clear the church from all simony in the 
West, the Catholic emperor was employing the most unjust 
and unchristian means of clearing her from all heresies in the 
East— that of persecution ; and the most cruel persecution 
any Christian emperor had yet set on foot, or countenanced. 
For by an edict which he issued, to unite all men in one faith, 
whether Jews, Gentiles, or Christians, such as did not, in 
the term of three months, embrace and profess the Catholic 
faith, were declared infamous j and, as such, excluded from 
all employments, both civil and military, rendered incapable 
of leaving anything by will, and their estates confiscated, 
whether real or personal. These were convincing arguments 
of the truth of the Catholic faith ; but many, however, with- 
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stood them ; and against such as did, the imperial edict was 
executed with the utmost rigor. Great numbers were driv- 
en from their homes, with their wives and children, stripped 
and naked. Others betook themselves to flight, carrying with 
them what they could conceal, for their support and mainten- 
ance; hut they were plundered of the little they had, and 
many of them inhumanly massacred by the Catholic peasants, 
or the soldiery, who guarded (he passes." 

That this edict consummated, to the fullest extent, the 
union between the Greek empire and the Roman Catholic 
church, there is no room to doubt for a moment. 

The faith and worship of the Catholic church, it will be 
^:cen, became a law in the empire, under the penalties of 
death and banishment; therefore, no union between Church 
and State could possibly be more complete. 

As this edict was a declaration of war against all who re- 
fused to " embrace and profess the Catholic faith," and as it 
was " executed with the utmost rigor/' therefore we cannot 
doubt for a moment, that this was the commencement of the 
war with the saints by the a little horn." 

Gibbon, in vol. 3, p. 265, in speaking of the "RIGOR" 
with which this edict was executed, says, that u in the creed 
of Justinian the guilt of murder could not be applied to the 
slaughter of unbelievers; and he piously labored to establish 
with 1 fire and sword' the unity of the Christian faith." 

Thus both Bow^r and Gibbon testify to the terrible manner 
in which this edict was executed against all who refused to 
be baptized into the " THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH." 

-With all these facts before us, we can say, that if the little 
horn did not commence making * war with the saints" in A. 
T). 532, then nothing of the kind has ever yet transpired, and 
by consequence, we are at least 1260 years this side of the 
coming of Christ. Indeed, if putting the saints to death by 
fire and sword, and banishing them from the empire, is not 
making war upon them, then such a thing is utterly impossi- 
ble or out of the question. 

The fact that the first of the three horns— the Vandals- 
was subdued in 533, shows that the war with the saints must 
have began as early, at least, as 532. 

Says Gibbon, vol. 3, p. 64: " The defeat of the Vandals 
and the freedom of Africa, were annouueed to the city on the 
eve of St. Cyprian. * * * The /, ins, conscious that 
their reign had expired, resigned the temple to the Catholics, 
who rescued their saint from profane hands, performed the 
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holy rites, and loudly proclaimed the creed of Athanasius and 
Justinian. One awful hour reversed the fortunes of the con- 
tending parties. " 

This occurred, according to the united testimony of history, 
in 533, which shows that 532 is the latest point at which we 
can begin the "war with the saints," since the only edict 
issued anywhere in that vicinity, to establish the Catholic 
church was issued in that year. 

And here it may be well, before going farther, to give an 
explanation, or show the reason, of our past disappointments; 
and this we will do. 

In 1843-44, the "war with the saints" was understood to 
have begun in 508, when Clovis, King of the Franks, made 
war on the 13urgundians. 

But this was manifestly an error. First, because France, 
as we have a'ready seen, was not the "Uitle liom" or beast 
like a leopard; and second, because that was not a religious 
war but a war of conquest for territory. Toleration of relig- 
ious worship existed at that very time, and afterward, just as 
much,, or to as great an extent, as it did before. 

France and Burgundy were two of the ten kingdoms of the 
fourth beast empire of Daniel, and of the dragon empire of 
Revelation, and were so understood at that time. Therefore 
a war of one of those ten kingdoms upon another, could not 
possibly be a war, by the "little'' or eleventh "horn/' or beast 
like a leopard, with the saints. There was no law issued by 
France at that time to compel all men to embrace and profess 
the Roman Catholic religion. It was simply nothing more or 
less than a war of one of the horns of the dragon upon another 
horn of the dragon. This, we think, i3 sufficient to show the 
mistake of the Brethren in 1843-44. 

Our mistake in 1854 consisted in this : It was supposed 
that the union of the church of Rome and the church of Con- 
stantinople, which took place in A. D. 519, set up, or estab- 
lished, the abomination of desolation. That this was a neces- 
sary step is evident from the fact that the Roman Catholic 
faith and worship could not be established by the civil author- 
ity, until the different branches of the church were agreed among 
themselves as to what the faith was. This being clearly de^ 
fined and settled by the union of the two churches, the next 
step necessary was for the civil authority, by an edict, to carry 
it into effect, under the penalties of death and banishment, and 
thus make it binding upon all men. Until this was done 
there could be no war with the saints, since all parties enjoyed 
the free exercise of their religion. The mere union of the 
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two branches of the lloinan Catholic church in 519 did not 
ect those outside of them in the least. Toleration existed, 
\vc have already seen, just as much after the union as it 
id before, and therefore there was no war with the saints 
n til 583, when Justinian, as we have seen, issued the edict 
mpclliilg all men to embrace and profess the Koman Catho- 
faith, under the penalties of death or banishment. For 
stance, the Catholic church is a unit to-day, but there is no war 
ith the saints, for the simple reason that none of the govern- 
ents enforce the lloman Catholic faith and worship under 
ho penalties of death or banishment. 
Thus we see that the simple reason of all our past mistakes 
that we commenced the periods before the actual beginning 
of the war with the 3aints. The point, according to the pro- 
phecy, is not where the Catholic church became a unit, or 
where the Pope of Home was raised to the rank of the first 
bishop, but where the war on the saints actually began by the 
infliction of the penalties of the imperial law for refusing to 
embrace and profess the Catholic faith and worship. This 
shows that the edict of 532 is beyond all question the true 
iiejrinning of the 1260 years. The 1260 years from this 
point, the length of time that the "little horn" was to 
•'make war with the saints," would have ended in 1792, and 
ly consequence, we find that France, the last power or king- 
dom in prophecy, as we have proved in the previous chapter, 
established toleration of religious worship in the beginning of 
that year, to the fullest extent. 

Bower's History, vol. 8, p. 414, says : " About the com- 
mencement of the year 1792, the direct assaults upon the eccle- 
siastics [Roman] began. The Assembly proclaimed the toler- 
ation OF ALL RELIGIOUS WORSHIP." 

Allison's History of Europe, vol. 1, p. 110, says: " The 
peal evils which afilicted Fiance were removed by its [the 
Assembly's] exertions. Liberty of religious worship, but im- 
perfectly provided for in 1787, was secured in its fullest 

EXTENT." 

DeCormcnin, vol. 2, p. 410, says: tC The Legislative As- 
sembly suppressed the pensions the State allowed to the re- 
fractory; decreed the liberty of worship, the emancipation of 
all monastic orders, the marriage of the priests, and prohibited 
all religious costumes." 

Thus we have proved by facts in history, that " toleration 
to all religious worship" was established "in the commence- 
ment of 1792/' 16 in its fullest extent." 

Joseph II , of Austria, having established full toleration of 
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religious worship in his dominions, as early as 1781, and hav- 
ing thus broken up all union with the Catholic church, it 
therefore remained to France to complete the work, which 
was done, as we have seen, to the u fullest extent'' in the be- 
ginning of 1792; and, by consequence, the 12G0 years' "'war 
with the saints" then ended, as no power can make war with 
the saints, and, at the same time, establish complete toleration 
of religious worship. 

There was no union between infidel France and the Catholic 
church; but, on the contrary, they were at open war with 
each other. France issued a decree, May 26, 1792, command- 
ing the immediate banishment of every Roman ecclesiastic, 
without exception, who would not take the oath to the consti- 
tution. See Bower's History of the Popes, vol. 3 (Amer. 
Ed.), p. 414. 

Says Marsh's Ecclesiastical History, p. 300 : " A civil con- 
stitution was formed for the clergy, to which all were re- 
quired to swear, on pain of death or banishment. The great 
body refused, and priest and altar were overturned, and blood, 
once esteemed sacred, flowed to the horses' bridles. Such as 
could, escaped through a thousand dangers, and found an asy- 
lum in foreign countries." 

"But the judgment shall set, and they shall take away his 
dominion, to consume and to destroy unto the end." 

This, unquestionably, had its fulfillment when the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of France set in judgment upon the persecu- 
ting power in 1792 and took away his dominion to consume 
and to destroy the saints by proclaiming toleration to all reli- 
gious worship, for most certainly the saints could not be con- 
sume I and destroyed after that. 

W have thus shown that the 1260 years could not have 
terminated lat>r than the beginning or forepart of 1792. 
Therefore the 1335 years, which bring U3 to the standing up 
of (l iMiohael" and the resurrection, will end in the beginning 
or forepart of 1667, as seventy-five years, the difference be- 
tween the 1260 and the 1335, beginning in the fore part of 
1792, will terminate at the same time in the year, in 1867. 

But as we have shown in the previous chapter that the 
coming of the Lord may take place any time during the last 
year of the 1335, therefore He may come as early as the pres- 
ent year— 1866. F 

We next call the attention of the reader to the following 
chapter on the setting up of the abomination of desolation. 
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Matt. 21: 15. --"When ye, therefore, ibnll see the abomination of desolation, 
•poken of by Daniel, the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth 
let him underbtand.") 

In the above, our Saviour is supposed by many to have re- 
ferred to the destruction of Jerusalem ; but that this view is 
incorrect — that he had no such reference whatever, but, on 
tlie contrary, referred to an event which transpired some five 
hundred years subsequently, we think we shall be abundantly 
able to prove to the entire satisfaction of our readers. 

1. Our Saviour declares that, when the "abomination of des- 
olation spoken of by Daniel, the prophet/ 5 shall "stand in 
the holy place, " "then shall be great tribulation, such as was 
not since the beginning of the wcrld to this time; no, nor 
ever shall bo." This fact, of itself should be quite sufficient, 
we think, to satisfy all that the destruction of Jerusalem was 
not meant; for, to say that this was the greatest tribulation 
that ever had been, or ever should be, would be to falsify all 
the facts in history. 

The destruction of 1,100,000 infidel Jews which took place 
at the destruction of Jerusalem, most certainly bears but a 
very small comparison to the destruction of over 50,000,000 
of the believers in Christ, during the 1260 years of Roman 
Catholic persecution. 

2. This tribulation was to be, according to the 22d verse, 
upon the "elect," ("But for the elect's sake those days shall 
bo shortened ;") and the "elect" is explained in the 9th verse 
to be those that should "be hated of all nations for" Christ's 
" name's sake." This shows that our Saviour, in this tribula- 
tion, had no reference to the destruction of Jerusalem, for the 
tribulation in that case fell entirely upon the infidel Jews; 
therefore, as the tribulation, resulting from the setting up, or 
standing of, the abomination of desolation in the "holy 
place," was to fall exclusively upon the elect — the believem 
in Christ, and to bo such a tribulation upon them as "was not 
since the beginning of the world," nor ever should be, it is 
certain the destruction of Jerusalem was not alluded to. 
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Jerusalem was destroyed, and with it 1,100,000 Jews, ib 

consequence of their rejection of Christ, and therefore, it could 
not be said to be a tribulation upon "the elect"— upon those 
that should be "hated of all nations for" His (Christ's) 
"name's sake;" thus showing that the standing of the abomi- 
nation of desolation in the holy place and the destruction of 
Jerusalem, are two widely different events. 

3. The instructions given to His disciples in the two cases, 
differ as widely as the events. In Matthew xxiv J esus instructs 
His disciples (verses 16-18 and 22,) on seeing the ^abomina- 
tion of desolation" "stand in the holy place," to "flee to the 
mountains," and prohibits him that is "on the house-top" 
from coming down "to take anything out of his house ;" and 
"him that fs in the field," from returning back, "to take his 
clothes." He also commands them to pray that their "flight" 
might not be ''in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day;" 
while in Luke 21: 21, where Jesus is plainly speaking of the 
destruction of Jerusalem, no such prohibitions arc given on 
the one hand, nor requirements made — to pray that their 
flirrht might "not be in the winter, neither on the Sabbath 
day," — -n the other, simply from the fact that there was no 
necessity for any such action on the part of the Church at that 
time ; for Josephus informs us, in Wars, book 2, chap. 19, 
that Jerusalem was encompassed the first time, by the Roman 
armies under Cestus Gallus (which was to be the sign by 
which the disciples were to know that "the desolation thereof 
was nigh"), in the 12th year of Nero; that Cestus G illus was 
finally driven away, after losing about 5,000 of his men, and 
never returned — that Jerusalem was not encompassed the 
second time until the first year of Vespasian, by Titus, which 
was ov< r two years and a half after the defeat of Cestus Gal- 
lus. — See Wars, book 5, chap, 1 

Thus we have proved that the Christians had, at the des- 
truction of Jerusalem, at least two years and a half to "flee," 
without a single obstruction in their way; and, therefore,- 
having every opportunity to take everything with them that 
was moveable, it was their unmistaken duty to do ^o ; and as 
we have before seen, our Saviour, in Luke, where he was 
speaking of the destruction of Jerusalem, did not prohibit them 
from doing so. Most certairly our Saviour would never have 
instructed His disciples to "flee to the mountains*" at the des- 
truction of Jerusalem, in a naked and destitute condition, 
when there was no occasion for it, and thus have inflicted a 
very great amount of unnecessary suffering upon them. 

From this it is shown again, that Matt. 24: 15, and 
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onward, has no reference whatever to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. 

-< 4. By a reference to "Daniel, the prophet/' chap. 11: 31, 
and 12: 11, it is shown that the "abomination of desolation/' 
I referred to by our Saviour, was to be set up 1335 days or 
years prior to the standing up of "Michael" and the resurrec- 
' iion ; for after the wonders are mentioned, viz., the standing 
up of Michael, "the time of trouble/' ,the deliverance "of 
every one that shall be found written in the book/' the awak- 
ing of many of them that "sleep in the dust of the earth/ 9 
&c, the question is asked, "How long shall it be to the end 
of these wonders V which question is answered by giving the 
1335 days or years. As the resurrection is the last event in 
the category of the wonders, therefore the question and the 
answer cannot end prior to that event. 

Thus we have proved again, positive^ that the abomina- 
tion of desolation was not set up at the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, since the 1335 years, beginning at that event, would 
have terminated over 500 years ago. 

Luke evidently records, in the twenty-first chapter, a public 
discourse of our Saviour's at the temple, to the Jews; and, 
therefore, he spoke in that discourse of the destruction of their 
city, and the calamities that were to fall upon them; while 
the discourse, as recorded in the twenty-fourth chapter of 
Matthew, was, as we learn in the third verse, a private dis- 
course to the disciples ; hence, in His instructions to them, 
He spoke of the calamities that were to befall the Christians 
during, as we shall soon show, the 12G0 years of persecution — 
the result of the setting up, or standing of, the "abomination 
of desolation" in the "holy place. n 

Daniel does, indeed, speak of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
hi the last ver.se of the ninth chapter in these words : "And 
for the overspreading of abominations!'* (plural), that is, in 
consequence of the overflowing abominations or wickedness of 
the Jews, "he shall make it/' [Jerusalem,] "desolate/' &c. 
No one can fail to see, we think, whose eyes are not blinded 
by some selfish theory, that the "overspreading of abomina- 
Hons (plural) of chapter 9: 27, which refers to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, differs very widely from the u abomination" 
singular) "that niaketh desolate," in chapters 11: 31, and 
2: 11, which marks the beginning of the 1335 days or 
years. 

[laving thus settled the fact, that our Saviour, in Matthew 
24: 15, had no reference to the destruction of Jerusalem, we 
shall next endeavor to settle the question as to what he did 
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of the u host" apostatized or transgressed u against the daily 
sacrifice," as brought to view in the 12th verse, and thus be- 
came united with the " little horn." This will soon be made 
to appear beyond all chance of mistake. 

" Against," then, is the correct translation. Now let us 
read verse. 11, with the marginal reading, thus proved to be 
correct : H Yea, he magnified himself even against the Prince 
of the host, and from him," that is, from the Prince of the 
host (Christ), V the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the 
place of his sanctuary was cast down" — verse 12. " And an 
host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of 
transgression," or, as the margin correctly reads, " And the 
host was given over for the transgression," that is, on account 
of "the transgression Against the daily sacrifice." 

This should be sufficient, we think, to satisfy every one 
that the "daily" sacrifice, in all these places, refers to the true 
Christian worship, for no other sacrifice was ever taken from 
Christ — the prince of the host — and from his sanctuary. 
And further, that was the only sacrifice that was transgressed 
against by the apostate church. 

To make this matter still plainer, if possible, (which we 
doubt that it can be), let us turn to chapter xi : 30-32, 
where we shall find the same things spoken of again. 

1. In the 30th verse we are told that this same " horn" 
or " king" shall have " indignation against the lioly covenant." 

2. He shall "have intelligence with them that forsake the 
holy covenant/' 

3. In verse 31st we are told that by virtue of " arms" he 
"shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away 
the daily sacrifice," that is, from the sanctuary of strength," 
and " shall place the abomination that maketh desolate," that 
is, in the "sanctuary of strength." 

Now Jesus, in Matt, xxiv, in referring to this same event, 
as we have already seen, says that " the abomination of deso- 
lation was to u stand in the holy place" thus proving that the 
"sanctuary of strength" is the holy place, or temple of God; 
and the same thing is affirmed by Paul, in 2d Thes. ii. 
Therefore, as the "daily sacrifice" is connected with the 
"holy covenant," and was taken away from the "sanctuary 
of strength," fi the holy place," or " the temple of God," to 
give place to " the abomination that maketh desolate," it is 
proved again that the " daily sacrifice" was or is the true wor- 
ship. 

It is shown also that the same " host" which transgressed 
" against the $$ii&&s^^ is re pre- 
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sented as forsaking the " holy covenant/ 1 which is quite suffi- 
cient proof of itself ; for they could not forsake the " holy 
covenant," as everybody must know, without transgressing 
u against the daily sacrifice ," or the true worship. Indeed, 
to make the " daily" sacrifice here, represent or mean a the 
oontinual heathen persecution or worship" as some do, 
would be to make the most utter confusion of the whole pro- 
phecy. The very fact that no such thing was ever taken 
away from the ^ holy place," "sanctuary," or " temple of 
God," proves the whole thing to be a very great and serious 
mistake." 

We, therefore, without going further, consider this point 
settled forever, that the " daily sacrifice" that was to be taken 
away, by placing or setting up the abomination of desolation, 
is the true Christian worship. 

The taking away of the u daily sacrifice," therefore, and th% 
placing the u abomination that maketh desolate," is simply 
the taking away of the true Christian faith and worship and 
placing the Catholic faith and worsh ip in its stead. 

Having thus shown what is required to fulfill the prophecy 
under consideration, ^ve shall next proceed to show by history 
when it was done. That it was most fully accomplished, in 
A. D. 532, the following from Bower's History of the Popes, 
vol. 1, p. 324, will very clearly show: 

" For, by an edict; which he [Justinian] issued "to unite all 
men in one faith f whether Jews, Gentiles or Christians, sucb 
as did no't, in the term of three months, embrace and profess 
the Catholic faith, were declared to be infamous, and, as 
such, excluded from all employments, both civil and military, 
rendered incapable of leaving anything by will, and their es- 
tates confiscated, whether real or personal. These were con- 
vincing arguments of the truth of the Catholic faith. But 
many, however, withstood them; and against such as did, the 
imperial edict was executed with the utmost rigor. Great 
numbers were driven from their homes, with their wives and 
children, stripped and naked. Others botook themselves 
to flight, carrying with them what they could conceal, for 
their support and maintenance; but they were plundered of 
the little they had, and many of them inhumanly massa- 
cred by the Catholic peasants and soldiery who guarded 
passes." 

Here we see the most perfect fulfillment of the prediction. 
By this edict, the " daily sacrifice," or true worship, as we 
have shown it jgj^ b was f^^^lMJS^ " abomination 



63 



THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION. 



of desolation," or the idolatrous worship of the Catholic church 
took its place. 

That the Greek government is the power that was to "set 
up" the " abomination of desolation," and thus to commence 
the "war with the saints" is no longer a matter of dispute 
among Protestant expositors. The fact that it did do it, as 
the above history most clearly shows, settles the question that 
it was the power pointed out in prophecy to do it, since pro- 
phecy cannot have but one fulfillment. 

If further proof is required to satisfy the reader on this 
point, it is found in the fact that the Greek government is the 
one and the only one that ever "plucked up" according to 
Daniel vii : 8, " three of the first horns" or kingdoms "by 
the roots" — the first of which, viz., the vandals, was u plucked 
up," in A. D. 533. 

By the foregoing edict and history, it is shown that the 
union between the Greek empire and the Roman Catholic 
church was effected in 532, in the highest sense of the word. 

The Roman Catholic faith and icorship was established 
with all the power of the empire, since, as Bower says, "the 
imperial edict was executed with the UTMOST RIGOR." 

This furnished the church of Christ with the utmost neces- 
sity to "flee to the mountains," leaving everything be- 
hind them, even to much of their ordinary clothing, as the 
Saviour had commanded them. It will be seen, by carefully 
reading the history in connection with the edict before given, 
that those who did not take strict heed to the Saviour's com- 
mand, were arrested in their flight and " inhumanly massa- 
cred." To "'flee to the mountains," on the occasion of this edict, 
was an absolute necessity to save their lives, since they were 
not only " turned out doors, stripped and naked," but they 
were excluded from all employment of every kind. Hence to 
remain in the empire was to perish in the open field by starva- 
tion. 

The importance of praying, as our Saviour had commanded, 
that their flight might not be in the winter, is here very clear- 
ly seen. For if this three months had just covered the 
winter season, not a member of the Church could scarcely 
have escaped death. Flight in the winter, stripped and naked, 
would have been not only useless but impossible, as they 
would have perished in the attempt. 

What more terrible law of persecution than this could be 
made ? ^ What could be more comprehensive ? The Church 
of Christ being wholly exterminated, by death and banish- 
ment, from the empire, of course nothing more could be done. 
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Bower shows that the empire was guarded so closely by the 
"soldiery" and "Catholic peasants/' that it was impossible 
for any one to escape them, with anything concealed about 
them, however careful they might have been in concealing it. 
Jesus, seeing this would be the case, instructed his disciples, 
on seeing the "abomination of desolation" "stand in the 
holy place," to "flee to the mountains/' and not to come 
down from the house-top to "take anything out of the house/' 
nor to turn back "in the field" to take their clothes. 

Gibbon, in vol. 3, -p. 265, in speaking of the "RIGOR" 
with which this edict was executed, says that, " in the creed of 
Justinian, the guilt of murder could not be applied to th% 
daughter of unbelievers; and he piously labored to establish* 
with FIRE and SWORD, the unity of the Christian faith" 

Again : "On the approach of the Catholic priests and sol- 
diers, they grasped with alacrity the crown of martyrdom ; 
the conventicle and the congregation perished in the flames." 

Thus was this terrible law carried into effect, to the 
extermination of the church of Christ, by death and banish- 
ment, from the empire. 

From this it will be seen that Daniel xi : 31 — "And arms 
shall stand on his part, and they * * shall take away the 
daily sacrifice/' &c, was most strikingly fulfilled. 

The whole empire being -^guarded and traversed by the sol- 




of harlots and abominations of the earth/' took its place. 
The Church of Christ and the true worship were now no long- 
er in the empire; and, for 1260 years from this date (532), 
this terribly bloody war on the saints continued — until, as we 
have shown in the two previous chapters, the spring of 1792, 
when €t toleration of all religious worship" was established by 
France to the "fullest extent." 

The last power that was to rise in the fulfillment of prophe- 
cy, according to Rev. xi : 7, and xvii : 10, 11, was to be an 
infidel power— was to " make war against' 1 and " kill" ChrisVi 
"two witnesses," which none but an infidel power would do. 
This is positive proof that Infidel France is the last power 
that was to arise in the fulfillment of prophecy, since she is 
the only infidel power that has arisen in modern times. 
Therefore, when France established complete toleration of all 
religious worship in the beginning of 1792, the abomination of 
desolation ceased to stand in the holy place — the saints were 
no longer put to death for refusing to embrace and profess the 
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Catholic faith. There was no union between Infidel France and 
the Roman Catholic church, but, on the contrary, the Legislative 
Assembly decreed, on the 26th of May, 1792, the immediate 
banishment of every Roman ecclesiastic, withoat exception, 
who would not take the oath to the infidel constitution. 

This put an end forever to the abomination of desolation. 
The abomination still existed, but it was powerless — it stood 
or ruled no longer in the holy place, and, therefore, it could 
no longer desolate the Church of God, because, as we have 
seen, all classes were guaranteed the free exercise of their re- 
ligion. 

Having now shown that the abomination of desolation was 
set up in A. D. 532, and that the 1260 years terminated in 
the fore part of 1792, therefore the 1335 years must end in 
the fore part of 1867. 

We are satisfied that this will be cheering news to all who 
are u pilgrims and strangers/' in a scriptural sense, in the 
world. Therefore, let all such lift up their heads and shout 
for joy, for the light of eternal day is just gleaming, as it 
were, over yon distant hills and mountains, and will, in a few 
short months, burst upon us with all its eternal glory and ex- 
cellence. 0, ye pilgrims, awake! awake ! ! and rally around 
this glorious standard of truth. 

A few days or months more, and the long dark night of 
#ot7, sacrifice and weeping will be over, and we shall stand 
with bodies like the most glorious body of Jesus, on the shore 
of immortal glory. We can well afford to labor, suffer, sacri- 
fice and weep for such a hope as this ? Remember, if you 
are idle or indifferent in the Master's cause, you cannot be 
saved. Let none deceive themselves in this matter. Let 
none shrink from the cross of this last glorious truth, if they 
would wear the crown of life when Jesus comes. Now is the 
time to make your last sacrifice on the altar of God's blessed 
truth. 
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CHAPTER YI. 



thi prophesying op the two witnesses clothed vst 
sackcloth.— Revelation xi: 



3. 11 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and 
they shall prophecy a thousand two hundred and threescore 
days, clothed in sackcloth. " 

4. u These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks 
standing before the God of the earth/' 

5. " And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of 
their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man 
will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed." 

6. " These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in 
the days of their prophecy : and have power over waters to 
turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, 
as often as they will." 

7. " And when they shall have finished their testimony, 
the beast that ascendcth out cf the bottomless pit shall make 
war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them/' 

The first question to settle here is, " What isa witness ? It is 
one who gives testimony. Testimony is oral — that is, a wit- 
ness testifies to what he knows, by word of mouth — or it is 
written. This last kind of testimony, in some cases, is strong- 
er than oral. For example : You may produce twenty per- 
sons, in court, to prove my indebtedness to you, but if I can 
produce a receipt, in your hand-writing, that I have paid the 
alleged debt, your twenty witnesses fall before it, and their 
entire testimony is outweighed by this one witness." Thai 
these two witnesses are Christ's witnesses, there can be no 
doubt, in the mind of any. We therefore think it unnecessary 
to give proof, on this point. 

The next question to settle is, " What are Christ's two wit- 
nesses V 1 (1.) M It is not one man, nor any body of men ; for 
Christ declares, (John v: 34), 'I receive not testimony 
FROM MAN.' " With this plain declaration before us, how can 
any one longer insist on either the whole church, or a succes- 
sion of pious ministers, or yet two eminent men who either 
have arisen, or will arise, as Christ's witnesses F 
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To claim that they are literal is to believe that they are " two 
olive trees and two candlesticks j" and further— that literal 
fire proceeds out of their mouths and literally burns up their 
enemies; and also that no literal rain falls during the days of 
their prophesying, which is quite sufficient evidence of itself, 
that they are not to be literally understood. The declaration 
of Christ himself— "I receive not testimony from man M — 
should be quite sufficient to settle the fact that no two men or 
body of men are meant. 

(2.) " What Christ said of himself is not his witness." 
John v: 31 : 6: If I bear witness of myself my witness is not 
true." That is, if I only give my own assertions as to myself, 
my witness is not valid, or to be received as sufficient evidence. 

(3.) " John the Baptist is not THE witness of Christ." John 
v: 33-36: " Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto 
the truth." " But I have greater witness than that of John." 
John was a burning and a shining light : he testified to the 
truth, but was a man, a fallible man still. 

" But the witnesses are — 

I. ft The works of Christ. John v; 36: ( For the works 
which the Father hath given me. to finish, the same works that 
I do, hear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me? The 
faithful evidence of those works we have in the gospel. This 
witness Christ also claims. Matt, xxiv : 14 : ' This gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a WIT- 
NESS to all nations/ 

II. < ; The Father is another toitness. John v : 37 : 1 And 
THE FATHER HIMSELF, ivhich hath sent me, hath 
BORNE WITNESS of me/ But where is his witness? 
Christ answers, i Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, 
nor seen his shape;' f and ye have not his word abiding 
in you/ Where, then, is the testimony? John v: 39*: 
' Search the Scriptures : for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life ; and they are tuey which TESTIFY OF me/ 
A more distinct declaration of the two witnesses cannot be 
desired, or if desired, cannot be obtained. 

<' The Old Testament was all the scriptures which had been 
written, and hence must be the testimony of the Father to 
which- the Saviour referred. The Old Testament was then 
co nplete, and the record of the works of Christ is to be found 
in the New Testament. These two witnesses have continued 
to testify and prophecy through the darkest night the Church 
has ever seen. They have been faithful and true witnesses of 
the Lord telling the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth/' fo 
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Thus we may conclude from the above testimony, that thk 
Old and New Testaments are the two witnesses, 
which bring U3 to notice, iu the second instance, their pro- 
phesying, in sackcloth" for "a thousand two hundred and 
threescore days/' 

"This emblem is used for two purposes; the first, de- 
notes sorrow, affliction, or mourning. It is so used frequently 
in the Old Testameut. Second: It is also used to denote a 
state of obscurity and partial darkness. — Rev. vi : 12 : "The 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair." Sackcloth of hair 
over the sun would not produce an entire obscuration ; but a 
partial darkness. So the witnesses were to be partially dark- 
ened in the testimony they held. It was to be faithfully 
borne, but in a measure hid." 

The Scriptures were in a state of obscurity, by being with- 
held by the Roman priesthood from the laity; also by their 
refusing to admit their translation into the vernacular lan- 
guage. 

The following extract is from au eminent British writer — 
Dr. Croly : 

"The Latin language, overwhelmed in the dialects of the 
Gothic invaders, had ceased to be spoken; the Latin scrip- 
tures were thus an unknown tongue, and the people, dis- 
turbed and impoverished by perpetual war, had neither time 
nor knowledge for their translation ; the ignorance had reach- 
ed the clergy, and the Pope, more of a warrior and a states- 
man than a priest, lound that he could rise to dominion with- 
out the writings of prophet or apostle. The Scriptures died 
out of the world* % memory . * * * Tyranny and bigotry 
loved darkness better than light, and strove to crush the gos- 
pel ; a code of the most furious persecution was established 
against all who dared to b> ing the Scriptures out of the dust f 
and put a tongue into tae dead ; the gospels were trampled upon 
and destroyed ; their readers were proscribed and extermin- 
ated; Rome, in the name of Christ, raged against the revela- 
tion that He had commanded with his last breath to bo 
preached to every man under heaven. " 

That the two witnesses were clothed in sackcloth in A. D. 
532, when the war began with the saints, there can be no 
iloubt; fpr, as we have before shown, the Catholic faith and 
worship were established in that year, by the imperial edict of 
Justinian, to the fullest extent, by which the Catholic church 
was established as the onlv tolerated Church in the empire. 
No other doclrines were albwed to be taught in the empire, 
but the doctrines of the Catholic church ; and no other teach- 

(7; 
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ers or exponents of the Word of God were allowed, but the 
Catholic bishops and priests. Therefore, the Word of Gpd 
was, by this edict, placed entirely in their hands, and thus its 
precious light was shut out from the world. The Church of 
Christ, everywhere massacred and baaished from the empire, 
as we have shown in the three preceding chapters, the 
Word of God was thus shut up in the hands of the Catholic 
priests, and, consequently, at the same time in the dead 
languages. We are utterly unable to see how any prophecy 
could ba.more perfectly fulfilled than the foregoing. 

From this, it is proved that the two witnesses began to pro- 
phecy, in sackcloth, at the same time the war began with the 
in saints A. D. 532 ; for it was then the word of the Lord fell 
entirely into the hands of the Catholics. One thing inevitably 
follows the other. We now proceed to show the fulfillment of 
verses 7 to 10 : 

" And when they shall have finished their testimony, the 
beast that ascendeth out of the b.ottomless pit shall make war 
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. And 
their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, 
which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our 
Lord was crucified. And they of the people, and kindreds, 
and tongues, and nations, shall see their dead bodies three 
days and a half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be 
put in graves. And they that dwell upon the earth shall re- 
joice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to 
another; because these two prophets tormented them that 
dwelt on the earth. " 

The beast from the bottomless pit is, beyond doubt, Atheis- 
tical France ; and as the two witnesses were to prophecy for 
the definite period of one thousand two hundred and three- 
score days in a sackcloth state, they could not be slain until 
that period had terminated. Consequently 126i years from 
A. D. 532, Faber, on the Prophecies, vol. 3, p. 363, says : 

"On the memorable 26th of August, in the year 1792, an 
open profession of atheism, irreligion and infidelity was 
made, and forthwith acted upon, by a whole nation' once de- 
voted to the papal superstitions. Christianity was then for- 
mally abolished, as a notorious and malignaat imposture by 
the government of revolutionary France j and so well did tho 
people second them, that, while not a trace of the gospel 
could be found throughout the reprobate metropolis, every 
frantic oration in praise of atheism was loudly and enthusias- 
tically applauded/' 
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Thus it is seen that the two witnesses were slain in 1792. 

f 1 Where also our Lord teas crucified " From this expres- 
sion some may suppose that Jerusalem is meant, but we think, 
upon a brief examination, the fallacy of this \icw will appear. 
We must remember that we are not dealing with literalities. 
The city where this, event occurs is "spiritually called Sodom 
and Egypt." Sodom was noted for its licentiousness, and Egypt 
for its infidelity ; thus, as both these characteristics were pre- 
eminently found in France, it was fitly symbolized by these 
two places. But, again, France had been one of the most 
bitter persecutors of the saints — the mystical body of Christ — 
and in putting to death the saints of Christ she had virtually 
crucified our Lord. This is shown at the conversion of Saul, 
where Jesus said unto him, "Saul, Saul, why persecuteth 
thou me?" thus recognizing the fact that "as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me." Again, Paul speaks of a class who " have cruci- 
fied unto themselves the -Son of God afresh and put him to 
an open shame," which was most effectually done in France in 
1792. 

To show the reader that Infidel France was fitly symbolized 
by the beast out of the bottomless pit, and, therefore, was the 
power that was to slay the two witnesses, we here subjoin the 
following historical extracts. The first is from Smith's Key 
to Revelation : 

" The Terrible Republic— (the name they assumed be- 
fore they became an empire)— having by public authority de- 
nied God and the Christian religion, were prepared to patron- 
ize any and every enormity : the burning of the BIBLE in a 
PUBLIC PLACE; the parading of the sacramental vessels 
through the streets on an ASS, in contempt; posting in their 
places of burial, 'Death is an eternal sleep; 1 abolishing the 
Sabbath, and shutting up the houses of God ; declaring Christ 
an impostcr^thc Gospel a forgery; and swearing to extirpate 
CHRISTIANITY from the world; assuring the public as fol- 
lows : 1 Man, when free, wants no other DIVINITY than 
himself. Reason dethrones both the kings of earth 
and the King op Heaven. No monarchy above, if we 
wish to preserve our REPUBLIC BELOW. Every other 
than a republic of ATHEISM is a chimera. If you admit 
the existence of a Heavenly Sovereign, you introduce the 
wooden horse ; what you adore by day will be your ruin by 
night.' v 

■ j » * * * * • 

" A comedian, as a PRIEST of illuminism, publicly at- 
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tacked God thus: "No, THOU DOST NOT EXIST! If 
Thou hast power over the thunderbolts, grasp them and aim 
them at the man who dares set Thee at defiance in the face 
of Thine altars ! But no !— I blaspheme Thee, and yet I 
live. No, THOU DOST NOT EXIST !" 

Thus the atheistical beast from the bottomless pit made 
war on the two witnesses and their Author. For our own part 
wo cannot conceive of a more perfect fulfillment. 

But let us for a moment take into account the loss of life 
as reported by "General Denican, a French officer — that 
three millions- of the French perished within the five years of 
the Revolution. 93 

"This execrable power (says Mr. Keitt), which alone can 
steel the hearts of its votaries against every feeling of nature, 
has dared to sanction treason, parricide, lust, massacre; and 
to infuse into the breasts of its subject multitudes, a new pas- 
sion, which has sunk them beneath the level of the brute cre- 
ation — a passion for the sight of their fellow creatures in the 
agonies of death — a literal thirst for blood. * * * This 
is the power that, first enthroning seven hundred tyrants in 
the place of one king, ruled twenty-five millions of slaves 
with the iron sceptre of terror, aud for five years made France 
a slaughter-house." 

We will conclude this point by an extract from a work by 
Dr. Coke, LI* D., published in A. D. 1807 : 

"The massacre, in cold blood, of prisoners of war; the 
condemnation of persons accused, without the form of trial, 
or proof of guilt, are unhappily not without too many exam- 
ples in the records of human depravity; but the conflagration 
of eighteen hundred and twenty towns, villages and hamlets, 
in one portion of its territory; the deliberate assassination of 
women and children by thousands; the horrid pollution of 
female victims, expiring in the agonies of death ; and the es- 
tablishment of a tanyard under the auspices of the government, 
for manufacturing into leather the shins of its murdered citizens 
—are facts and deeds of atrocity which exclusively disgrace 
the bloody annals of modern France, and give to the revolu- 
tion a dreadful pre-eminence in guilt." 

The Commissioner, Garnier, wrote to the Convention: "I 
have caused fifty-eight priests to be drowned; eighty priests 
have just been brought before me; I have drowned them, 
whi ;h has given me great pleasure." 

Let us now proceed to notice the literal fulfillment of the 
10th verse : 

" And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over 
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them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; 
because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the 
6arth." % 

One of the most astonishing features during the " Reign of 
Terror, 1 ' was the fact, that in the midst of the most intense 
suffering, wretchedness and woe, those demons incarnate ex- 
celled any previous age of France in voluptuousness and sen- 
suality. Dr. Croly remarks : 

u A very remarkable and prophetic dl tinction of this period 
was the spirit of frenzied festivity which seized upon France ; 
the capital and all the republican towns were the scene of 
feasts, processions and shows of the most extravagant kind ; 
the most festive times of peace, under the most expensive 
kings, were thrown into the shade by the frequency, variety, 
and extent of the republican exhibitions; yet this was a time 
of perpetual miseries throughout France; the guillotine was 
bloody from morn till night. In the single month of July, 
1794, nearly eight hundred persons, the majority principal 
individuals of the State, and all possessing some respectability 
of station, were guillotined in Paris/' 

Dr. Thomas Coke, lift D., page 187, says: 

11 To prevent, in the midst of these commotions, Qyery 
symptom of returning remorse, and to banish reflection from 
every bosom, the minds of the Parisians were kept in a con- 
tinual fever of the most dissolute gaiety. 1 Between the 10th 
of August, 1792, and the 1st of January, 1794/ says Robi- 
aon, f upwards of two hundred new plays were acted in the 
Parisian theatres. Their immorality and their barbarism ex- 
ceeded all conception. All the voluptuous sensuality of an- 
cient Home was brought upon the stnge. No decoration was 
spared, that could dazzle the eye; and the dialogues and rep- 
resentations were calculated for inflaming the passions, and 
nourishing the hatred of all subordination. 1 This strange 
chaos of voluptuousness and murder must have been at once 
an eftect and a cause of a depraved state of morals/ 1 

Thus, dear reader, we have the most conclusive testimony 
concerning the perfect fulfillment of this prophecy thus far. 
But there was, also, a most astonishing fulfillment of the 13th 
verse, concerning the fall of one-tenth part of the city. The 
Hevelator, in verse 18 of chapter 17, declares the woman to 
be that great city, which reigncth over the kings of the earth. 

France was one of the original ten divisions of the Roman 
empire. It had also been, previous to the revolution of 1792, 
one of the most bigoted, cruel, intolerant, persecuting nations 
the Protestants had to suffer from. But how mysterious the 
(7a) 
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change ; the political earthquake of that memorable year up- 
heaved both the political and ecclesiastical institutions of that 
Roman Catholic country from their foundations; and as Bow- 
er, vol. 3, p. 413, declares : "They therefore passed a decree, 
May 26, 1792, commanding the immediate banishment of 
every ecclesiastic, without exception, who would not take the 
civic oath." Thus the following prediction was most definite- 
ly accomplished : 

13. "And the same hour was there a great earthquake, 
and the tenth part of the city ft 11, and in the earthquake 
were slain of men seven thousand : and the remnant were af- 
frighted, and gave glory to the God of Heaven." 

It reads in the margin — "In the earthquake were slain 
names of men seven thousand." 

The Constituent Assembly of the atheistical beast out of 
the bottomless pit, expunged all the titles of the king, queen, 
princes and nobility, in the political element : and also in the 
religious element they swept out of existence all their dis- 
tinctive appellations, arch-bishops, bishops, priests, and all 
the various orders of monks, friars, nuns, &c, &c 

Thus all the political and ecclesiastical dignitaries had their 
titles ruined by the earthquake of 1792. Thus terminated 
" the second woe and there, beyond the possibility of a 
doubt, terminated the 1260 days or years. And now, adding 
seventy-five years to the 1260, it makes the one thousand 
three hundred and five and thirty days (years) of Daniel xii, 
which will end in 1867, which brings the resurrection of the 
dead, and changes all the pure in heart from mortal to immor- 
tality. 

O, how striking the coincidence ! — that in A. D. 532, Jus- 
tinian, the Greek emperor, a bigoted Roman Catholic, should 
issue an edict breathing persecution and slaughter against all 
but Romanists ; and just 1260 years from the above date, a 
nation should revoke such an infamous law, and hurl the 
thunderbolts of atheistical vengeance against the wicked 
apostate harlot, drunk with the blood of the saints and the 
martyrs of Jesus. 

Referring to th3 above' event, the Hon. Gerard Noel says: 
" Can the overthrow of the monastic orders, plunder of the 
church property, the destruction of religion by legislative en- 
actment, and the massacre of a hundred thousand of her 
clergy, be consistent with any reasonable estimate of domina- 
tion and power? Under such terrific judgments upon the 
persecutor, can we refuse to admit that the period of the 
twelve hundred and sixty years has terminated its course?" 
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There cannot exist a doubt, it seems to us, concerning the 
commencement and the end of this most important period. 
It was, beyond a doubt, designed by our Heavenly Father to 
furnish His dear saints with a knowledge of the time. There 
was an interrogatory connected with it, in Daniel xii, and also 
a promise that the wise should understand. This same class 
are presented in a parable by our Lord, and represented aa 
taking oil in their vessels with their lamps, and are called by 
our Saviour wise virgins. Also in Matthew xxiv : 45 — 
"Who then is a faithful and wise servant, wliom his Lord 
hath made ruler over his household; to give them meat in due 
season? Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, when He 
cometh, shall find so doing." Amen. 

We now close this chapter with an entreaty, to all that may 
read i t, to prepare to meet their J udge. The closing scenes of this 
world's history are now passing before the eye of faith. ^ Dear 
reader, the last day will soon be upon us ; the last heir will 
soon, very soon, be sealed for the kingdom, and God will 
rise to shako terribly the earth. 
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THB HOLY OJTY TRODDEN UNDER FOOT, 



Revelations chapter xi : 1,2: u And there was given me 
a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise and 
measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that wor- 
ship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave 
out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: 
and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two 
months." 

The holy city evidently represents the true church. Some 
have, and do still, understand the holy city to be Jerusalem ; 
but this view is shown to be incorrect, from the fact that Jerusa- 
lem has never been trodden under foot by the " Gentiles/' just 
forty-two mouths, either in literal or symbolic time; nor was 
it to be so; for the Saviour declared, in the 21st chapter of 
Luke, that Jerusalem should " be trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles/' from its destruction, by the Romans, to the end of 
Gentile times. To say that the holy city should be trodden 
under foot forty-two months, is to say that it should be trod- 
den und^r foot so long, and no longer, which can, in no sense, 
be affirmed of Jerusalem. And, further, Jerusalem, since ita 
overthrow by the Romans, can, in no sense, be said to be a 
holy city. Moreover, as the temple of God cannot be the lit- 
eral temple in Jerusalem (for that wms destroyed over eighteen 
hundred years ago), so the holy city cannot be the literal city 
of Jerusalem. That the holy city is a symbol of the true 
church, is further proved, from the fact that in chapter xvii : 
18, and in chapter xviii : 10-16, we find, as is admitted by 
all the Protestant commentators, that the Catholic church is 
represented by an unholy city, or u that great city, Babylon." 
Now, it must be evident to the reader, that if one city (the 
latter) represents the apostate church, the holy city must rep- 
resent the true church, and vice versa. 

The next question is, who are to tread the holy city under 
foot? • Ans.— The "Gentiles;" that is, those Gentile kings, 
" who," in the language of prophecy, have committed fornica- 
tion with the apostate woman — the Catholic church. This 
position is proved, from the following considerations : In the 
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1st verse of the 17th chapter, the apostate woman is repre- 
sented as sitting " upon many waters;" and, in the 15th 
verse, the ''many waters" are interpreted to mean 14 peoples, 
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues/' The 16th cbap- 
ter, verses 5 and 6, read as follows : " And I heard the ungel 
of the WATERS say, Thou art righteous, 0 1 Lord, which 
art, and wast, and shall be, because thou hast judged thus/' 
"For they," that is, the " waters," 11 have shed the blood of 
saints and prophets, and thou hast given them," that is, " the 
waters," *• blood to driuk." Thus we have positively proved, 
by the word of God, that it was not the apostate woman which 
"shed the blood of the saints/' but it was the waters, upon 
which she sat, and, by consequence, those nations or kings 
which committed fornication with her [chapter xvii : 1,2], 
IS symbolized by the seven-headed beast like a leopard of 
:hapter xiii. 

From the foregoing facts and considerations it will be seen 
that the treading under foot of the holy city by the Gentiles, 
simply nothing more or less than the making " war with the 
ints' by the beast like a leopard of chapter xiii. And hav- 
ng fully established this fact, for the sake of brevity, we refer 
le reader for further evidence and for all the facts in history 
>ti this subject to the third, fourth and fifth chapters of this 
\ work. 
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THE "WOMAN" FED AND " NOURISHED n IN " THE WILDER- 
NESS " "A thousand two hundred and threescore 
days" "from the face of the serpent." — Revelation 
xii : 6| 14. 



This we regard as one of the most beautiful an4 important 
portions of prophecy, on the subject of the time of the coming 
of our blessed Lord, in the Bible. We therefore invite the 
especial attention of the reader to the following exposition : 

Verse 1. " And there appeared a great wonder in Heaven : 
a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars." 

That the woman here brought to view is a symbol, is so 
universally admitted, that to give proof of it, seems to us un- 
necessary. It further seems unnecessary to prove that the 
woman, in the beginning ef her career, represented the true 
Church, as this, we are satisfied, will readily be admitted by 
all. 

The question which we wish to examine and settle, more 
particularly, is this : What did the woman, represent at the 
time she obtained "the two wings of a great eagle" [verse 
14], with which, or by which, she flew into the wilderness? 
The importance of understanding this correctly is seen from 
the fact that it was the woman which flew into the wilderness, 
that was fed and nourished " a thousand two hundred and 
three-score days" " from the face of the serpent." The time, 
therefore, when she began to be fed and nourished, must have 
had a definite beginning, or it could not have marked the 
commencement of a definite period. Mark, the point is 
where she began to be fed and "nourished from the face of 
the serpent." The question which we first wish here to settle 
is : What are we to understand by the icildemess? Is it lite- 
ral or symbolic ? We answer symbolic, from the following 
reasons: 1. The woman is, and must be admitted to be, a 
symbol; 2. Therefore, the "two wings of -a great eagle" 
given to her, must be symbolic; 3. By consequence, her fly- 
ing with those wings into the wilderness, must be symbolic 
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flying; 4. And, therefore, the wilderness into which she thus 
symbolically flies, must be a symbol also. We shall give 
farther evidence on this point soon. 

It will be seen, by the 14th verse, that the addition of the 
"two wings of a great eagle" to the woman, represents, or 
symbolizes, something added, or given, to the Church, during 
her progress down the stream of time, which she did not pos- 
sess at the beginning; and, as she flew with those wings, 
(key must represent an acquisition of worldly influence and 
power. 

The following, from Dr, Clarke's Commentary, beautifully 
-xplains this part of the prophecy : 

u 1 And to the woman were given two wings of a great ea- 
gle. 9 'The great eagle/ here mentioned, is an emblem of 
the Roman empire, in general; and, therefore, differs from 
the dragon, which is a symbol of the heathen Roman em- 
>ire, in particular. The Roman power is called an eagle, 
rom its legionary standard, which was introduced among the 
tomans, in the second year of the consulate of Caius Marius ; 
or before that time minotaurs, wolves, leopards, horses, boars 
md eagles were used indifferently, according to the humor of 
the commander. The Roman eagles were figures in relievo, 
of silver or gold, borne on the tops of pikes, the wings being 
displayed, and frequently a thunderbolt in their talons. Un- 
•der the eagle, on the pike, were piled bucklers, and sometimes 
crowns. The two wings of the great eagle refer to the two 
pand independent divisions of the Roman empire, which took 
place January 17, A. D. 395, and were given to the woman, 
Christianity being the established religion of both empires." 

It is evident from this, that the two wings of the great ea- 
gle represented the two grand divisions of the Roman empire 
partem and Western], the influence and support of which 
were given to the woman, about 395. The woman having 
thus obtained the two wings of the great eagle, she rapidly 
Jew into the wilderness, where we shall soon find her, with 
such a particular description of her general appearance, as 
will leave no doubt as to who she is. But we first wish to no- 
tice some other points in the prophecy, respecting her, '/efore 
coming directly to this point. 

It will be seen, from the character of the two wings of the 
great eagle, that they sepresent the woman, or the Church, 
at the time she obtained them, as beginning, according to St. 
Paul [2d Thess. ii : S j, to fall away. And it is a fact, uni- 
versally kuown and admitted, among all Protestant expositors, 
that the Church began to fall away from the truth and aim- 
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God ; and have the testimony of Jesus Christ;" therefore, 
the woman that flew into the wilderness represented the Cath- 
olic church. Further evidence that the woman which fled 
into the wilderness represented the Catholic church wiH be 
found in the 17 th chapter. 

In verse 3, of this chapter, John says : "So he carried me 
away, in the spirit, into the wilderness." Well, John, what 
did you see when you got into the wilderness ? " And I saw 
a woman sit upon a scarlet-colored beast." Verse 4 : "And 
the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet-color, and decked 
with gold, and precious stones, and pearls, having a golden 
cup in her hand, full of abominations and the filthiness of her 
fornication." Verse 5 : "AND UPON HER FOREHEAD 
WAS A NAME WRITTEN, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMIN- 
ATIONS OF THE EARTH." Verse 6 : "And I saw the 
woman drunken with the blood of the saintSj and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus; and when I saw her. I won- 
dered with great admiration." 

From the above description, we can have no difficulty in 
deciding who the woman was that flew into the wilderness. 
The wilderness is here clearly proved to be a symbol, for the 
Catholic church was never in the wilderness in any other 
sense. The wilderness, then, belongs to the Catholic church, 
as a symbol of her utter destitution, or barrenness, of the 
grace of God, and of true religion. John tells us, virtually, 
that there was but one woman that flew into the wilderness, 
and she flew there by means of the u two wings of a great 
eagle j" so that we cannot be mistaken that the woman which 
he afterward saw in the wilderness, was the one that flew 
there with the said wings. The wilderness being a symbol', 
it will be seen that it cannot possibly apply to the true Church, 
or remnant, during the 1260 years, as it can only symbolize 
the condition of an apostate Church. 

The true Church, at this time, as we have already shown, 
instead of being fed and nourished from t he face of the serpent; 
was trodden under foot, during the whole period. The rem- 
nant did not fly, because they had no wings. Besides, the 
woman flew from the face of the dragon, while the true 
Church, if she flew at all (which she did not), flew from the 
face of the u beast like a leopard/' All these facts prove, 
most positively, that the woman "fed" and " nourished" in 
the "wilderness," "from the face of the serpent/' was the 
Roman Catholic church. 

We have shown, in chap, i, that the dragon, or serpent, can 
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only symbolize pagans, or infidels, for such the pagans always 
were. A believer in Christ or the Bible, however false his 
faith or religion may be, cannot be represented by a serpent. 
As Dr. Clarke justly remarks, the dragon represented the 
" heathen," that is, the infidel, " Roman empire," and not 
the Christian. The serpent in the garden of Eden was infidel 
to the word of God, and, therefore, was made a symbol of 
heathen 01 infidel nations — those nations and peoples that 
deny the word of God. This once understood, and all will be 
clear and certain, as to the time when the Catholic church 
began to be fed and nourished from the face of the serpent; 
for the seipent here cannot be said to be, in any sense, the 
literal Devil, since no Church, whether true or false, has ever 
been, or ever was to be, fed and nourished just 1260 years, 
from the face of the literal Devil. 

In showing the beginning of this period, we shall quote the 
same extracts which we have so frequently quoted before. 
13ut they will now be read with a new interest, as we shall 
quote them to show a new phase of prophecy, and which they 
will show, most clearly. We would simply remark here, 
however, before giving them, that for pagan, or infidel, the 
historian generally, as will be seen, uses the term Gentile. 
Hence the phra>e u Jews, Gentiles and Christians." The term 
I J entile, therefore, on ] y applies to those who are neither pro- 
fessed Jews or Christians, and, therefore, are professed heath- 
ens, or infidels, and, as such, arc represented by the serpent. 
With this explanation, we now introduce the following, from 
Bower, vol. 1, p. 334 : 

u For, by an edict which he (Justinian)issued, to unite all men 
in one faith, whether Jews, GENTILES, or Christians, such as 
did not, in the term of three months, embrace and profess the 
Catholic faith, were declared infamous; and, as such, excluded 
from all employments, both civil and military, rendered incapa- 
ble of leaving anythiug by will, and their estates confiscated, 
whether real or personal. These were convincing arguments 
of the truth of the Catholic faith; but many, however, with- 
stood them j and against such as did, the imperial edict was 
executed with the utmost rigor. Groat numbers were driv- 
en from their homes, with their wives and children, stripped 
and naked. Others bdoo/c themselves to jliyht, carrying with 
them what they could conceal, for their support and mainten- 
ance; but they were plundered of the little they had, and 
many of them inlaimanly massaoed by the Catholic peasants, 
or the soldiery, who guarded ihe passes." 

It is shown, by the above history, that, the GENTILES, 
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those represented by the serpent, were embraced in the edict 
of Justinian, as well as the Jews and Christians; and no class 
was more effectually suppressed than they were. Everywhere, 
throughout the whole empire, as Gibbon will soon tell us, 
the Gentiles were compelled to embrace, and openly profess, 
by baptism, the Catholic faith. Thus the Gentiles, or pagans, 
being baptized into the Catholic church, in A. £>. 532, and 
thus covered up, under a false profession of Christianity, the face 
of the serpent no longer appeared to the woman, or the Catho- 
lic church ; and paganism, or the pagan worship, was no more 
to be found. The Greek empire not only put an end to the 
pagan worship in 532, but it took the support of the Church 
under its care. 

We now call attention to the following, from Gibbon, vol, 
3, pp. 264, 265, which will show the entire suppression of the 
pagan worship, or the face, or external appearance of the ser- 
pent, in the Greek empire, in 532. Says Gibbon : 

''The reign of Justinian was a uniform, yet various scene 
of persecution, and he appears to have surpassed his indolent 
predecessors, both in the contrivance of his laws and the rigor 
of their execution. The insufficient term of three months 
was assigned for the conversion or exile of all heretics. 

* * * At the end of four hundred years, :the Montan- 
ists of Phrygh still breathed the wild enthusiasms of perfec- 
tion and prophecy, which they had imbibed from their male 
and female apostles, the special organs of the Paraclete. On 
the approach of the CATHOLIC PRIESTS and SOLDIERS, 
theygrasped with alacrity the crown of martyrdom ; the con- 
venticle and the congregation perished in the flames. * * 
* A secret remnant of PAGANS, who still lurked in the 
moot refined and the most rustic conditions of mankind, ex- 
cited the indignation of the Christians/ who were perhaps un- 
willing that any strangers should be the witness of their in- 
testine quarrels. A bishop was named as the inquisitor of 
the faith, and his diligence soon discovered in the court and 
city, the magistrates, lawyers, physicians and sophists, who 
still cherished the superstitions of the Greeks [pagans]. 
They were sternly informed that they must choose, without 
delay, between the displeasure of Jupiter and Justinian and 
that their AVERSION to the GOSPEL could no longer be 
disguised under the scandalous mask of indifference or impiety. 
The patrician PhotiuS, perhaps alone, was resolved to live and 
die like his ancestors : he enfranchised himself with the stroke 
of a dagger, and left his tyrant the poor consolation of exposing 
with ignominy the lifeless corpse of the fugitive. His weaker 
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brethren submitted to their earthly monarch, underwent the 
ceremony of baptism, and labored by their extraordinary zeal, 
to erase the suspicion, or to expiate the guilt of idolatry. The 
native country of Homer, and the theatre of the Trojan War, 
still retained the last spark of his mythology: by the care of 
the same bishop, seventy thousand pay ans were detected and 
converted in Asia, Phrygia, Lydia and Caria ; ninety-six 
churches were built for the new proselytes ; and linen vest- 
ments, bibles and liturgies, and vases of gold and silver, were 
supplied by the pious munificence of Justinian " 

A more beautiful and remarkable fulfillment of prophecy, 
we do not believe, can bo found on the pages of history, than 
is here shown. 

By the foregoing history, it will be seen that, under the 
edict of Justinian, the pagans, throughout the empire, as rep- 
resented by the serpent, were baptized into the Catholic 
church, under which circumstance he no longer appeared as a 
serpent, but as a Christian, according to the Catholic faith 
and worship. Of course, those pagans thus forcibly baptized 
into the Catholic faith and worship, under the penalties of 
the edict of Justinian, in 532, were, at heart, as much pagans, 
or infidels, after their baptism, as they were before. But 
they did not dare show their face as such j that is, they did 
not dare to make any open profession of paganism; for says 
Gibbon, in speaking of the rigor with which Justinian exe- 
cuted his edict in 532, "he piously labored to establish with 
fire and sword the unity of the Christian faith. " 

This put an effectual end to paganism ; and thus the Catho- 
lic church began to he fed and nourished, "in the wilderness'' 
of her apostacy, from the face of the serpent, in A. D. 532, 
and thus continued, as we shall sec presently, for 1260 years. 
We shall now leave this point, and pass down to 17D2, at the 
end of the L2QQ years, where, we think, we shall find such a 
manifestation of the serpent, again, as will leave no doubt, in 
the mind of the reader, that the woman is no longer fed and 
nourished, from his face. 

We have already shown, in other chapters, that Infidel or 
Atheistn-al France was the beast "out of the bottomless pit;" 
and, as such, was represented by the dragon, or serpent, upon 
the principles before shown. But France is called ;i beast, 
says one, perhaps. Precisely so Dr. Adam Clarke, in 
commenting upon the dragon of chapter xii, in answer to the 
question, " But what is a dragon V 1 says : "an entirely fabu- 
lous BEAST of antiquity." Dr. Adam Clarke is certainly 
good authority, on this point, and shows that a dragon is a 
(8a) 
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beast; and, in said chapter, dragon and serpent are shown to 
be synonymous terms: France, from having established athe- 
ism^ by law, was a dragon, in the highest, and, as will Foon 
be shown, the most terrible sense of the term. But in what 
sense did Atheistical France come out of the "bottomless 
pit?" We answer, by making an open profession of pagan- 
ism — infidelity — by establishing atheism by law. France, be- 
fore 1791 and 1792, had been, like other nations of Eu- 
rope, a professed Catholic Chiistian nation — had been covered 
up, under ihe cover of the profession of the false doctrines of 
the Catholic church ; was nestled, as it were, covered over 
with her false doctrines of Christianity, in her very bosom ; 
so that, when France threw oflF this false covering, or profes- 
sion of the Catholic faith and worship, which can only proper- 
ly be symbolized by a bottomless pit, and came out in an open 
profession of infidelity, or atheism, she was. in the fullest 
sense of the term, the dragon out of the bottomless pit The 
doctrines of the Catholic church are bottomless, because they 
have no foundation in truth, and, therefore, they have no 
foundation at all. And whatever may be said of the doctrines 
of the Catholic church, may be said of the Catholic church 
herself; so that the Catholic church is really the bottomless 
pit of Revelation. Hence, she is thus called, virtually, in 
chapter xix : 2, which reads as follows: ki Babylon the great 
is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils''* 
(serpents), u and the hole of every foul spirit, and the cage 
of every unclean and hateful bird." Of course, the devil 
here, is no more to be understood literally, than the u unclean 
and hateful birds" are. The same rule of interpretation must 
apply in both cases. Therefore, the devil here is the same as 
the dragon, that old serpent, and the devil, in 12th chapter. 
Thus the Catholic church is proved to be the " bottomless pit" 
of Revelation, as well as the "woman" and the " great city 
Babylon." 

From this it will be seen that the Catholic church fulfills, 
at least, three symbols ; 1, the woman in the wilderness; 2, 
the great city Babylon ; 3, the bottomless pit. France, there- 
fore, was the beast out of the bottomless pit, in 1792, because 
France, at that time, ascended out of the Catholic church, by 
an open profession of atheism, which she established, by law, 
at that time, as we have before shown. 

This being settled, no one can doubt, for a moment, that 
the woman (the Catholic chun h) ceased to be fed and nour- 
ished from the face of the serpent, at the very latest, in 1792. 
For, as we have before abundantly proved, the Infidel French 
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> republic — the serpent out of the bottomless pit — literally de- 

. voured her alive. 

To give all our readers a clear statement of the results of 
the infidel revolution in France, to the Catholic church, we 
shall here insert the following extracts, from Goodrich's and 
Marsh's Church and Ecclesiastical Histories. Says Goodrich, 
pp. 183, 184: 

"At the commencement of the French revolution, the 
clergy in France were both numerous and wealthy. They 
amounted to no less than eighteen Archbishops, one hundred 
and eleven Bishops, and one hundred and fifty thousand 
priests, having under their control a revenue of five millions 
sterling, annually, besides three thousand four hundred con- 
vents. The clergy and their wealth were now attacked by 
the INFIDEL revolutionists, and fell an easy prey. The 
tithes and revenues of the clergy were taken away, by a de- 
cree of the Constituent Assembly; the possessions of the 
Church were now declared to be the property of the nation ; 
the religious orders abolished, the monks and nuns ejected 
from their convents, and their immense wealth seized for the 
nation The revolutionary torrent, which was thus set in mo- 
tion, destroyed law, government and religion in France, and 
laid waste the Roman Cnuucn, both there and in neighbor- 
ing countries. The priests were massacred, her silver shrines 
and saints were turned into money for the payment of the 
troops, her bells were converted into cannon, and her churches 
and convents into barracks for soldiers. From the Atlantic 
to the Adriatic she presented but one appalling spectacle. 
She had shed the blood of saints and prophets, and God now 
gave her blood to drink/' 

Says Marsh, p. 300: " A civil constitution was formed for 
the clergy, to which alkwere required to swear, on pain of 
death or banishment. The great body refused, and priest 
and altar were overturned, and blood, once esteemed sacred, 
flowed to the horses' bridles. Such as could, escaped through 
a thousand dangers, and found an asylum in foreign countries. 
No tongue can tell the woes of the nation/' ( 

Says Bower's History of the Popes, vol. 3, p. 414 : 

"They {the Legislative Assembly] therefore passed a de- 
cree May 26th, 17i>-!, commanding the immediate banish- 
ment OF EVERY ECCLESIASTIC, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, WHO 
WOULD NOT TAKE THE CIVIC OATH." 

Header, with these facts before you, how can you doubt, for a 
moment, that the 1260 years of Revelation, ended in the 
French revolution, as early as the 26th of May, 1792? Was 
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the woman, or the Catholic church, fed and nourished from 
the face of the serpent after that date? 
Says the Hon. Gerard Noel : 

M Can the overthrow of the monastic orders, plunder of the 
church property, the destruction of religion by legislative en- 
actment, and the massacre of a hundred thousand of her 
clergy, be consistent with any reasonable estimate of domina- 
tion and power ? Under such terrific judgments upon the per- 
secutors, can we refuse to admit that the period of the 1260 
years has terminated its course ? M 

Thus we have established, by the most positive evidence, 
that the 1260 years began in 532, and, by consequence, the 
1335 days, or years, must end by about the 26th of May, 
1867. From 1792 the blood of the Catholic church flowed, 
by the serpent power of France, throughout Europe, or, to 
use the language of the historian, " from the Atlantic to the 
Adriatic/' Thus was God's word faithfully fulfilled. " They 
shall feed her there a thousand two hundred and three-score 
days, from the face of the serpent," says inspiration, thus 
showing that the Catholic church was to be both supported 
and protected from the infidel, or serpent power, just 1260 
years. But where was the power that supported and protect- 
ed her from the infidel, or serpent power in 1792? Answer 
— Nowhere. 

Who can doubt, for a moment, that the serpent-power of 
France, like the Medes and Persians, at the overthrow of an- 
cient Babylon, was used as an instrument, by God, to execute 
his terrible judgments upon that blood thirsty Church? 

We have now proved, beyond question, that the 1260 
years ended in the beginning or fore part of 1792, and there- 
fore the 1335 days, or years, will end at the same time in 
1867, praise the Lord. 0, ye pilgrims, lift up your heads 
and rejoice. The night of weeping is about ended. A few 
more months and the long absent One will be here, and will 
wipe all the tears from our eyes, and put an end to death, sor- 
row, pain and crying forever and ever. Amen. 



THE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY DAYS. 



This period was given, in the prophecy of Daniel, clearly 
as a measurement of what our Saviour calls, in Matthew xxiv : 
21, the " great tribulation ;" for in Daniel xii : 9, 11, it is 
shown that the 1290 days, beginning with the settino-'up of 
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the abomination of desolation, terminated, definitely, at the 
" time of the end/' In verse 9, Daniel was informed that 
the i% words, 51 that is, the oath of the angel, in verse 7, was 
"closed up and scaled till the time of the end/' This is 
the only point given in the prophecy, in connection with the 
1290 days, after the setting up of the abomination of desola- 
tion, which marks their beginning. Therefore, when he (the 
angel) says " from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be 
taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, 
there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days/ 5 he 
virtually says that there shall be, from that point, " a thou- 
sand two hundred and ninety days/' " till the time of the 
end for, most certainly, the point to which the 1290 days 
extend, must be clearly given somewhere in the prophecy, 
and, by consequence, as there is no other point given, it must 
be ik the time of the end/' We trust this is sufficiently clear, 
to satisfy the reader. 

Now, in chapter xi : 31-35, it is shown that the " snints" 
were to " fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and 
by spoil, v from the time when the " abomination that maketh 
desolate" should be placed or " set up," "even to the time of 
the end" — the " time appointed." Hence, the "great tribu- 
lation," according to Daniel, w is to be * a thousand two hun- 
dred and ninety days," or years, long. But oar Saviour said, 
over four hundred years subsequent to Daniel's prophecy, as 
recorded in Matthew xxiv : 22, that " those days shall be 
shortened" — " And except those days should be shortened, 
there should no flesh re saved ; but for the elect's sake those 
DAYS shall he shortened" What days? Why, the days of 
the "GREAT tribulation," and, therefore, as we have 
shown, the 1290 days. Let it be observed, that it is not the 
tribulation OF those days, which the Saviour says "^hall be 
shortened/' but it is "those days" — "but for the elect's 
sake, those days shall be shortened." Of course, if those 
days (the 1290) which were given to measure the " great trib- 
ulation," are shortened, the tribulation itself, must be short- 
ened also. 

That this shortening of those days did actually take place, 
is proved from the fact that when Jesus gave the Revelation 
to John, he gave as the measurement of the "great tribula- 
tion" 12G0 days, instead of the 1290, and thus carried out 
his declaration, in Matthew xxiv: 22. 

That God has the sovereign right to alter or change a given 
period, is clearly proved in the case of Hezekiah (Isa. xxxviii) 
and of Ninevah. In the first case, he lengthened the time fif- 
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teen years, and in the second case, he lengthened the time 
from forty days to over forty years. " Now, if God had the 
sovereign right to add to a term of time, he can, by virtue 
of the same divine right, abridge its length, or shorten the 
days. That He reserves to Himself that right is evident, 
from the fact that Jesus declares they u shall be shortened." 
Observe, He does not say that for the elect's sake, the tribu- 
lation shall be shortened, but " for the elect's sake, those 
days shall be shortened." It may be inquired, was not the 
tribulation itself shortened ? Certainly : but can the tribula- 
tion be cut short without shortening the days that measure 
that tribulation ? Were it even possible to do this, it would 
not coincide with our Saviour's words; for it was His explicit 
declaration that the days should be shortened. Therefore, we 
should still have to look to a fulfillment by shortening the 
days/' 

But for whose sake shall they be shortened ? Answer — 
" For the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen. " (Markxiii : 20.) 
Who are the elect? Answer — "The children of God/' those 
who should be "hated of all nations for his name's sake," 
which could, in no sense, be applied to the unbelieving Jews. 

u Those days must, of necessity, have a given length, or 
they could not, with propriety, be said to be shortened. If a 
merchant, for example, should employ an individual in his 
service, and in their contract a specific time for his services 
should be agreed upon, it would be in their pjwer either to 
lengthen or shorten that term of time ; but without a definite 
number of days being specified, we can conceive of uo propri- 
ety in the idea of either lengthening or shortening the period. 
And how a rational mind can entertain the idea of shortening 
an indefinite number of days, we are unable to comprehend. 
The word 'shorten' is defined by Webster thus : 1 To make 
short in measure, extent or time; as to shorten distance ; to 
shorten a road , to shorten days of calamity.' (Matt, xxiv.) 
Shortened is defined thus : < Make short or shorter ; abridged; 
contracted. 1 " 

We have already shown, by undisputed facts in history, that 
the tribulation upon the church of Christ terminated in 1792, 
just 12G0 years from where it began — 532 — that the tribulation 
of 1792 was visited upon the Catholic church, with all the ter- 
rible consequences that it had been visited upon the church of 
Christ, during any part of the 1260 years preceding, which 
could not have been the case if that period had not previously 
ended; for the tribulation of the 1260 years was to be wholly 
upon the saints. As in the case of typical Babylon, so it was 
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to be in the case of antitypical Babylon. In the case of the 
former, the seventy years had to run out before Babylon — the 
type — could be overthrown. So the 1260 years had to run 
out, before Babylon — the antitype — could be overthrown. 
That the reign of that apostate city, (church,) ''and the kings 
of the earth," were entirely overthrown in 1792, we have 
already proved, beyond question or doubt. The beast out of 
the bottomless pit was fully organized. Thus, the war upon 
the saints, by the ''beast like a leopard/' which constituted 
the ''great tribulation/' was inevitably out at that time. 
Therefore, we have proved that those days (1290) were short- 
ened just 30 days, to 1260. This, we think, is all we need 
to say on the 1290 days, to satisfy the reader that they were 
shortened to 1200. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

EXPOSITION OF THE DRAGON, AND THE THOUSAND YEAR.i 

OF REV. XX. 



Before commencing this exposition, we wish to make a few 
prefatory remarks. This is, unquestionably, a very interesting 
subject; and it will be seen, before we get through with it, 
we think, to be an important one concerning the time of the 
coming of the Lord. This statement will probably be quite 
startling to some, who may think it little short of infidelity to 
place the thousand years anywhere else than in the future. 
But so sure as the previous expositions of this book are true, 
so true the thousand years are in the past, and ended with 
the 1260 years in the French Revolution. This we think we 
shall be able to prove beyond question, to the satisfaction of 
the reader, if they will but waive all preconceived notions for 
a short time, and come with us directly tD the word of the 
Lord. 

We have seen, in the previous chapter, t lat the dragon, or 
serpent, was cast into the bottomless pit, in the Greek empire, 
by being baptized into the Catholic church, in A. D. 532; 
that from this point to the time when he ascended out, in the 
French Revolution, was 1260 years, during which time the 
woman of chapters xii and xvii was fed and nourished from 
the/ace of the serpent, simply from the fact that he was, in the 
Greek empire, from that date, in the "'bottomless pit," or cov 
ered up with a false profession of Christianity, under the pen- 
alties of the Justinian edict. The 1260 years, then, measure 
from the time when the dragon was cast into the bottomless 
pit, in the Greek empire in the east ; while the 1000 years, as 
we shall see, measure from the time when the dragon was cast 
into the bottomless pit, in the Roman empire In the west. 
And if we have been able, by divine grace, to show a clear and 
unmistakable fulfillment in the case of the former, we think 
by the' aid of the same grace, we shall be equally able to sue' 
ceed in showing the same in the case of the latter. We shall 
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answer the various objections that might be urged to this ex- 
position as we go along. 

We earnestly request the readers, however, if they have 
not already done so, to first read the previous chapter on the 
"woman" in the "wilderness," as they will then be much bet- 
ter prepared to comprehend the subject under consideration. 
We also ask the indulgence and patience of the reader as we 
take up and settle each point in the order given in the chap- 
ter. With these remarks, we shall now commence the expo- 
gition : 

" 1. And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having 
the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 

"2. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, 
which is tho Devil, and Satan, and bouud him a thousand 
years. 

"3. And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him 
u r ^ and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations 
no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled ; and after 
that he must be loosed a little season. 

u 4. And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg- 
ment was given unto them ; and I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of 
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his 
image, neither had received his mark upon their forehead, or 
in their hands ; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thou- 
sand years/' 

In giving an exposition o| these verses, we shall take up 
each item separately in the order given. 

I. As to the "angel" which "came down from heaven. n Is 
this angel Christ, as is generally supposed ? We answer no, 
from the following reasons : 

1. Because Christ is nowhere called an angel in this book, 
nor can he be, because he is the author of it. 

2. Because Christ is mentioned by his proper name in con- 
tra-distinction to the angel in the fourth ver^e, "For the wit- 
ness of Jesus. " 

3. Because, wherever, according to the law of this book 
Christ or an angel from God are mentioned, they are always 
described and qualified in such a manner as to leave no doubt 
as to who are meant. This must necessarily be so, or the 
book could not be understood with any certainty, For 
instance, in chap, six : 11-16, one is represented as riding 
upon a kk white horse/' "called faithful and true," "vesture 
dipped in blood/' -'his name is called the word of God." 
"And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a namo written 
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KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." Here, 
although his name is not given, yet no one can doubt 
who is meant. Also, in regard to the angels and glorified 
saints, they are always described as clothed in white rai- 
ment, (see chap, iii: 5 ; iv: 4 ; vii: 9, 13 ; xv: 6 ; xix: 8, 11,) 
or in some other glorious appearance, -as in chap, i: 16 ; x: 1 ; 
xviii: 1, &c; or else they are told in plain terms, so that no 
one need to make a mistake in these matters. 

4. Because Christ does not, as we shall soon see, have the 
key of the bottomless pit. He has the keys of death and hell, 
but not of the bottomless pit. These terms are as different in 
the original as they are in the translation, and mean entirely 
different things. The first term is "hades," which always 
means the "place of the dead." The second term is "abusson/' 
which means abyss, or bottomless pit. 

5. Because the angel "having the key of the bottomless 
pit," is shown in chapter ix: 1, 11, to be "THE angel of the 
bottomless pit," whose name is "Abaddon" or "Apollyon." 
This angel, to whom the key of the bottomless pit was given, 
according to the first verse of chapter ix., is also declared to be 
the king of the bottomless pit. 

6. Because when Christ's coming is referred to, it is always 
spoken of in appropriate language, indicating the grandeur 
and sublimity of the event, as in chap, i : 7 — "BEHOLD, 
HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS; AND EVERY EYE 
SHALL SEE HIM," &c. 

From this it is seen how utterly short this angel is, who 
manifests no glory whatever, of Representing the second com- 
ing of Christ in the "CLOUDS OF HEAVEN," in "the 
GLORY OF HIS FATHER WITH THE HOLY AN- 
GELS;" "with POWER AND GREAT GLORY.' 7 If this 
angel had possessed any glory, John would have said so, for 
this is the rule which he follows throughout his Revelation. Let 
this fact be kept constantly in mind, and all will be clear as 
we proceed. 

From all these facts it if proved that the anget represents 
neither Christ nor any other glorified being, but, on the con- 
trary, represents a class of rulers belonging to the govern- 
ments of this world. Further evidence will be given of this 
fact as we progress. 

From this it will be seen that the "key" and the "great 
chain," are symbolic, and, by consequence, the bottomless 
pit must be also. Of this further proof will also be given 
soon. We would here remark, in order that we may not be 
jnisapprehended, that this exposition neither proves or dis- 
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proves the existence of a literal devil. If it proves anything 
on the point, however, it proves that such a being does really 
exist, or he would not here be introduced as a symbol, as we 
shall soon unmistakably prove him to be. Both in Daniel 
and Revelation, "beasts" that do really exist, such as lions, 
leopards, bears, rams, goats, &c, are used as symbols of gov* 
ernments. So that no one will understand us as trying to 
disprove the existence of the literal devil, by showing that the 
dragon here is used symbolically. We have already shown, 
by the most indisputable evidence, in the preceding chapter, 
that the "abusson" or "bottomless pit," was a symbol, and 
as such, really symbolized the Catholic church. The fact, as 
universally admitted, that France is the "beast out of the bot- 
tomless pit/* proves beyond question that it is a symbol, and 
as such symbolizes the Catholic church ; for it was out of the 
Catholic church alone that France ascended when she made an 
open profession of infidelity or atheism, in 1791-2. 

Also, in the 9 th chapter, the bottomless pit is spoken of 
in connection with the sounding of the fifth trumpet, which 
is universally admitted to be as far back as the eighth cen- 
tury. There, too, it is spoken of in such a manner as to 
prove, beyond doubt, that it is a symbol. But we have so 
fully established this in the preceding chapter, that we need 
not dwell longer on this point. 

Having proved that the angel was a symbol of a class of 
rulers, it must be very evident that the chain was a symbol of 
imperial law. Thus Justinian bound the dragon of the Greek 
empire in the Catholic church, by an imperial edict, or law, in 
532; and he "set a seal upon him," by causing all the pagans 
to be baptized into the Catholic faith; an! we shall soon see 
that the same thing took place, in the Roman empire in the 
west, which marks the beginning of the 1000 years. 

Having proved that the angel, chain, key and bottomlesa 
pit, are symbols, the dragon must be also. Indeed, if one 
thing is symbolic, so must the others be. For how could the 
literal devil be bound with a symbolic chain, sealed with a 
symbolic seal, and be put into a symbolic pit. One thing is 
certain — that if the literal devil is meant, he has been bound 
in the bottomless pit, for the bottomless pit period ended in the 
French Revolution. That the dragon of the 12th and 20th 
chapters are the same, is abundantly proved by the appellations, 
which are precisely the same in both cases. And what puts 
it beyond question, is the fact that the dragon, in both chap- 
ters, is declared to be "that old serpent." Now there 
never has been but one old serpent, "which is called the 
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devil and satan," and that ono is the one that tempted Eve in 
the garden. Consequently, when it is declared in both chap- 
ters, that the dragon spoken of is " THAT OLD serpent 
which is/' or ''which is called the devil and satan," it is posi- 
tively proved that they both refer to, and mean the same 
thing, since there never has been, as we have before remarked^ 
but one "old serpent/' called the devil and satan. Further, 
in the 12th chapter it is said that the dragon is that OLD 
serpent "which deceiveth the whole world/' and in chapter 
20, it is said that he, that is, that old serpent, was cast into 
the "bottomless pit," "that he should deceive the nations no 
more till the thousand years should be fulfilled." 

Having settled the question that the dragon in both chap- 
ters, (the 12th and 20th) are precisely the same power, we 
shall next settle the fact that the dragon is a symbol of the 
heathen Roman empire. Will those who hold that the dra- 
gon is the literal devil, in these chapters, pleas 3 toll us how 
either the true or the apostate church was fed and nourished in 
the wilderness, just 1260 years, from the literal face of the 
literal devil ? Please tell us when, in the history of the past, 
the face of the literal devil disappeared from either church 
just 1260 years or any other time ? We boldly say to all 
such that you know that no such thing has ever taken 
place, and yet the word of God declares that the "woman" in 
the "wilderness," which we have proved to be- the Catholic 
church, should be nourished from the "face" of the "serpent/' 
that is, from the face of that old serpent, the devil and satan, 
a thousand two hundred and three-score days. This proves 
that THAT OLD SERPENT. which tempted our first parents 
in the garden of Eden, is referred to, upon the principle of all 
the symbols in the book nearly, as a symbol of the Western 
Pagan Roman empire. Nearly all the symbols in the book 
are taken from former times and circumstances. The following 
note, from Dr. Clarke, also very clearly shows the extreme absur- 
dity of making the dragon in tins book mean the literal devil. 
He says : 

" ( Now, if by the 1 dragon' be meant the 1 devil/ then we 
are necessarily led to this conclusion, that the great apostate 
spirit is a monster having seven heads and ten horns ; and 
also that he has a tail, with which he drags after him the 
third part of the stars of Heaven. The appellations, 1 old ser- 
pent/ ' devil' and ' satan/ must, therefore, be understood 
figuratively. The heathen power is called i that old serpent 
which deceiveth the whole world/ from its subtlety against 
the Christians, and its causing the whole Roman world, as far 
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as it was in its power, to embrace the absurdities of paganism. 
It is called the 'devil/ from its continual false accusations 
and slanders against the true worshippers of God, for the devil 
is a liar from the beginning ; and it is also called 'satan/ 
from a Hebrew word signifying an adversary, from its frequent 
persecutions of the Christion church.' " 

Again, we are told that the dragon — that old serpent — the 
devil and satan, cast out of his mouth waters, as a flood, after 
the woman, to cause her to be carried away of the flood. Now, 
when did the literal devil cast out of his mouth a literal flood 
of waters, to drown the whole church, whether true or false ? 

For the time when this was fulfilled, seo pp. 2G, 27 of this 
book. 

All these facts go to show that the dragon of Revelation is 
a symbol of a heathen power ; and it was in this sense alone 
that the woman wa^ fed and nourished from his face 1260 
years ; and she was thus nourished from his face, because he 
was in the bottomless pit, or covered up under a false profes- 
sion of Christianity. 

The bottomless pit is, in addition to what we have proved 
before, a symbol, because it contained living nations, like 
Prance, which ascended oat of it, in the French revolution. 
Thus we have now proved, 1, that the angel "having the key 
of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand/' was 
Abaddon or Apollyon — the "destroyer," the king of the bot- 
tomless pit ; 2, that the bottomless pit is a symbol of the false 
doctrines of the Catholic faith and worship j 8, that the dra- 
gon is a symbol of the heathen Roman empire ; 4, that the 
dragon was cast into the bottomless pit, in the Greek empire, 
in 532, and ascended out of it again no later than 1792. All 
these are facts, which cannot be denied. 

Having proved that the dragon has already been in the bot- 
tomless pit, it follows, as a certainty, that the 20th chapter, in 
this respect, has been fulfilled. But before we proceed to 
•how when it was fulfilled, and also to consider the thousand 
years' reign of the saints with Christ, we wish to look at 
another point, for a short time, which is as follows : After 
John saw the dragon cast into the bottomless pit, he says, "I 
aaw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given 
unto them. M The question now arises, what thrones are 
these 7 The thrones of the twelve apostles, says one. But are 
you quite sure of it? That such a position is not correct, that 
the thrones of the twelve apostles, if they are to have such in 
the kingdom, are not referred to, is proved positively from the 
fact that, if John saw the thrones of the apostles in the king- 
(8a) 
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dom of God, he would most certainly have said, I saw WHITE 
thrones ; and they that sat upon them were arrayed in white, 
&c. This is the invariable rule throughout the book. 
Hence in verse 11 he says: 6i I saw a great WHITE throne." 
The adjjctive WHITE is here used to distinguish this throne 
from any of the thrones of earth ; and besides, if anything 
presents any unusual appearance, John is always particular to 
speak of it ; and were it not for this fact, no one could under- 
stand the Revelation. Hence, in the 19th chapter, we have 
"WHITE horses ;" "fine linen, WHITE and clean." The 
horses here being WHITE distinguish them from the horses 
of this world, which, according to the meaning of the symbols, 
cannot be said to be white. So that if anything which John 
saw is WHITE, or has any glory attending it, John never 
fails to tell us of it ; otherwise the prophecy would be defi- 
cient, and he would fail of his mission as a true prophet. 
What he saw he was commanded or required to write. From 
this we are assured that the thrones which J ohn saw were not 
white, and therefore were not the thrones of the immortal 
apostles in the kingdom of God, but, on the contrary, were 
the thrones of the "seven kings," as brought to view in the 
17th chapter, those king3 which succeeded the dragon or Hea- 
then Roman empire in the west. ; 

M And judgment was given unto them;" that is, to those 
who sat on the thrones. The word translated judgment in 
the original is "krima," which signifies "decision, decree, 
judgment/' which implies rule or authority. The dragon pre- 
viously had had the decision or rule, but now that he is cast 
into the bottomless pit, the decision or rule passes inlo the 
hands of the seven kings of the leopard beast, who exercises 
the rule or decision, in connection with the angel or king of 
the bottomless pit, during the time that the dragon is in the 
bottomless pit; for the dragjon will only stay in the pit while 
there is a power sufficiently strong enough to keep him there. 

The angel of the bottomless pit must represent the bishops 
and clergy of the Catholic church, as the angels of the seven 
churches represented the ministers of those churches, whether 
they were many or few. It will be seen in the fulfillment, that 
the Catholic priests accompanied the soldiers, so that as fast 
as the pagans were subdued by the power of the sword, they 
were "laid hold" of by the Catholic priests and baptized into 
the Catholic church; and they were held there by the penalty 
of an imperial law, which was evidently represented by the 
great chain ; the seal evidently representing baptism. 

This was the case in the Greek empire, in f 32 ; for Gibbon 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



EXPOSITION OP THE DRAGON. 



98 



informs us that the priests accompanied the soldiers in carrying 
into effect the edict of Justinian. 

Having proved that the (t thrones" in the 4th verse, which 
succeeded the dragon, were the thrones of the seven kings, in 
the 17th chapter, we have, therefore, forever overturned the 
theory of this thousand years being after the second advent 
of Christ. 

The fact that the bottomless pit is a symbol, is another pos- 
itive evidence against this view, and especially so, since the 
bottomless pit period ended with, as we have proved, the 
French lie volution. 

We have also proved the dragon to be a symbol of the 
heathen Roman empire. It is a matter of certainty that if 
one of these things is a symbol, all must be, as a literal devil 
could not be bound in a symbolic bottomless pit, nor by a sym- 
bolic chain, &c. 

We shall now proceed to show when it was done, or when 
the dragon was finally cast into the bottomless pit, in the 
Roman empire in the west ; after which we shall notice the 
1000 years' reign of the saints with Christ. 

We have seen, in the second chapter of this book, that the 
western Roman empire was divided into ten kingdoms ; and 
we have also shown that three of those ten kingdoms were 
plucked up by the Greek empire. We shall now proceed to 
show that the last of these divisions, which held the pagan 
superstitions — the Saxons — were finally compelled to be bap- 
tized into the Catholic faith, and renounce paginism, about 
792. To give the reader a clear idea of all the facts and cir- 
cumstances in the case, we shall commence the history with 
the year 779. The following- is from Michelet's History of 
France, vol. 1, pp. 117-118 : 

Resting on the Elbe, the boundary between the Saxons and 
the Slaves, he [Charlemagne] busied himself in settling the 
country which he fancied he had conquered. Again receiv- 
ing the oaths of the Saxons, at Ohrheim, he had them bapti- 
zed by thousands, and chaiged the abbot of Fulda to establish 
a regular system of conversion, of religious conquest. An 
army of priests succeeded his army of soldiers. The whole 
land, says the Chronicles, was partitioned out between the ab- 
bots and the bishops. Eight large and powerful bishoprics 
were created in succession [Minden, Halderstadt, VerdeB, 
Bremen, Munster, Hildesheim, Osnaburgh, and Taderbom,] 
foundations at once ecclesiastical and military, where the most 
docile of the chiefs will take the title of counts to execute 
against their brothers the orders of the bishops. Tribunals 
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instituted throughout the country will pursue backsliders, and 
severely teach them the gravity of the vows so often taken 
and violated. * * * While the priest reign, convert and 
judge, and securely pursue their murderous education of the 
barbarians, Witikind (A. D. 782) again swoops down from the 
north to destroy their work. The Saxons crowd around him, 
defeat Charlemagne's lieutenants near Sonnethal, (the Valley 
of the Sun,) and, when the slow moving masses of the Frank- 
ish army come up, disperse as quickly as they had drawn to- 
gether. Four thousand five hundred remained, who probably 
having their families to provide for, could not follow Witikind 
in his rapid retreat. The king of the Franks burnt and de- 
stroyed all before him until they were given up ; and his coun- 
sellors, being churchmen, imbued with the notions derived 
from the Roman fcrm of administration, and constituting a 
government at once of priests and jurists, coldly cruel, and 
uninformed by any touch of generosity or knowledge of the 
barbarian character — saw in these captive Saxons so many 
criminals guilty of high treason, and judged them by the let- 
ter of the law. They were all beheaded in one day at Ver- 
den. Their countrymen, who endeavored to avenge them, 
were themselves defeated and massacred at Dethmold and 
near Osnaburgh. The conquerors, whose operations were 
often suspended in the humid region by rains, inundations, 
and the impossibility of forcing a way from the depth of the 
mud, determined to prosecute the war through the winter; 
and the forests stripped of their leaves, and the marshes fro- 
zen over, no longer screened the fugitives—each isolated in 
his hut, with his wife and children, falls the prey of the sol- 
diery, like the deer crouching in its lair over the tender 
hind. 

"Saxony remained undisturbed for eight years— Witikind 
having surrendered." 

Thus, it is seen, that as early as 782, the pagan Saxons 
were compelled to be baptized into the Catholic church, as 
were the pagans in the Greek empire in 532. "An army of 
priests, 1 ' says the historian, "succeeded the army of soldiers. 55 
Thug it is seen how the angel of the bottomless pit, represent- 
ing the Catholic bishops and clergy, "laid hold on the dragon, 
that old serpent/' in the pagans of thosj times, and bound and 
cast him into the bottomless pit. But we find the dragon was 
not fully subdued yet. " The Saxons remaining undisturbed 
for eight years," says the historian. 

Hence, in the year 791, they revolted again, and returned 
"to the worship of their old gods," but Charlemagne, in 793, 
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attacked them for the last time, which resulted in their final 
subjugation, as the following history will show ; for it will be 
seen that the Saxons were entirely subjugated by the war and 
banishment into strange lands. Michelet, vol. 1, p. 119 : 

" Charlemagne's armies were recruited in Frisia and in 
Saxony, quite as much as in Austrasia, and it was these na- 
tions which really suffered by the losses sustained by the 
Franks. They had not only to bear the yoke of the clergy, 
but what was intolerable to these barbarians, were forced to 
forsake the dress, manners, and language of their fathers, to 
bury themselves in the battalions of the Franks, their enemies, 
and to conquer and die for them. And they seldom saw their 
country again, being sent three or four hundred leagues off 
against the Spanish Moors, or the Lombards of Beneventum. 
Death being their fate, the Saxons preferred facing it in their 
own land. They massacred Charlemagne's lieutenants, burnt 
the churches, expelled or murdered the priests, and returned 
enthusiastically to the worship of their old gods. They made 
common cause with the Avars, instead of furnishing an army 
against them. * * * He [Charlemagne] determined to 
unpeople Saxony, since he could not subdue it. Encamping 
on the Weser, and perhaps, by way of convincing the Saxons 
that he would not relax his hold on them, calling his camp 
Ileerstall, after the name of the patrimonial castle of the Car- 
lovingians on the Meuse, he thence carried his inroads on 
every side, and forced, from more than one canton, as many 
as a third of the inhabitants to be delivered up to him. These 
flocks of fugitives were then driven southward and westward, 
aud settled in strauge lands, in the midst of Christian and hos- 
tile populations, and speaking a different tongue. In liko 
manner, the Babylonian and Persian monarchs had transported 
the Jews to the Tigris, and the people of Chalcis to the shored 
of the Persian Gulf; and so had Probus transported colonies 
of Franks and Frisons as far as the shores of the Euxine sea. 
»*#♦»**. 

/'Now, at last, Charlemagne began to hope that he should 
enjoy some rest. To judge by the extent of his dominion, if 
not by his real strength, he must have been the most power- 
ful monarch at this time on the face of the globe/' 

We have thus proved that the Saxons — the last remains of 
the dragon or serpent power in the Iloinan empire of the west, 
were now, excepting those banished, baptized into the Catholic 
ohureh, and bound there by the great chain of imperial law. 
"And set a seal upon him that he should deceive the nations 
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nc more :" that is, they should no longer be permitted to teach 
paganism, or infidelity. 

It will be seen, from the foregoing history, that the pagans 
were in open war with the Catholic church, until they were 
compelled by the power of the sword, to be baptized into her 
faith and worship. Thus the dragon was as effectually cast 
into the bottomless pit, in the Roman empire in the we3t, in 
792, as he was in the Greek empire in the east, in 532, and 
precisely by the same means. In both cases, the priests 
accompanied the soldiers, so that as fast as they were subdued 
by the one, they were laid hold of by the other, and cast into 
the bottomless pit by baptism, for that was the door and seal 
of the church. 

From this, it will be seen that, as the woman was "fed" 
and "nourished from the face of the serpent," from 532, in the 
Greek empire, so she was "fed" and "nourished from the face 
of the serpent," by the Roman empire, from 792. The Greek 
empire was, as we have sho'vn, the first head of the beast, and 
the Roman empire in the west, was the second head ; so that, 
in the two empires we have the two starting points for the 
two periods, and both end in the French Revolution. With 
the casting of the dragon into the bottomless pit, in 792, was 
the final subversion of that power, so that he could, in neither 
empire, "deceive the nations no more/ 5 by teaching pagan 
doctrines, or paganism. If the nations were "deceived" after 
that, it was not by the dragon or pagans, but by the woman, 
or Catholic church. The dragon teachings are open infidelity; 
but after he was baptized into the Catholic church, he was 
compelled to profess faith in Christ, according to the doctrines 
of the Catholic church, so that, in no sense, can it be said that 
the dragon deceived the nations, after 792, at any time prior 
to the French Revolution, in 1791-2. Then, indeed, as we have 
proven in the previous chapter, the dragon ascended out of the 
bottomless pit in Infidel France. That power made an open 
profession of infidelity, and, like the dragon, a thousand years 
before, began immediately to make war on the word of God, 
religion, and especially on the Catholic church, which, in 
1792, was totally destroyed throughout the dragon empire — 
France. 

We have now proved that the dragon has been in the bot- 
tomless pit a thousand years, by facts in history, that are be- 
yond dispute. He was cast into it in the Greek empire, in 
532, and by that power, the "wom^n" was fed and nourished 
from his face from that time ; but he still, by virtue of exist- 
ing in the Roman empire in the west, was deceiving the na- 
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tions, more or less, up to 792, So that the 1000 years began 
when the dragon was so fully cast into the bottomless pit, both 
in the east and west, that it can be said (hat he "deceived the 
nations no more." It contemplates the entire subjugation of 
the dragon, throughout both empires to the Catholic faith and 
worship. 

Header, has this been done ? It has, you know it has ; 
therefore the word of God has been fulfilled in this respect. 
The thousand years ended in 1792, so that we have, in the 
1000 years, an additional evidence, of the most positive char- 
acter, that the 1260 years ended in that year, at the latest, 
because the dragon was then out of the bottomless pit, in the 
fullest sense of the term, and overturned and destroyed the 
Catholic church, throughout France, as we have abundantly 
proved in the previous chapter. 

Having thus shown that the one thousand years are in the 
past, and ended in the French Revolution, we now come to the 
exposition of the one thousand years' reign of the saints with 
Christ. And here we would ask the reader, before judging 
of the correctness of our position, on this point, to first read 
ALL we have to say. 

The difficulty in understanding the thousand years reign of 
the saiuts with Christ to be in the past, has arisen, evidently, 
from having overlooked the fact, as we shall prove it to 
be, that the saints have reigned with Christ ever since 
the commencement of the gospel dispensation ; not that they 
have reigned in the sense that they will in the future king- 
dom, but iu the sense required to fulfill our text under consid- 
ation, if it is to be regarded genuine, which very many, we 
would inform our readers, very much doubt. 

The idea is not that the saints were to reign with Christ 
just a thousand years and no longer, but that thoy were to 
reign with him, as Professor Whiting and others render it, 
"the" or "those" thousand years; that is, notwithstanding 
the thousand years were to be the darkest and the most, peril- 
ous period in the history of the world to the Church of Christ 
still the saints were to live and reign with him during that 
period. 

The first point to settle is, has Christ been the supremo 
ruler of the world ever since his resurrection and ascension to 
the " right hand of God. We answer, he has. First, Jesus 
said, after his resurrection, as recorded in JNIatthew xxviii : 
18 : "All power is given unto me in heavtn and in earth. " 
"Go ye, therefore, and teach," that is, give my laws " to all 
nations/' &c, " teaching them" (all nations), 4t to observe all 
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things whatsoever I have commanded you." Thus Christ be- 
came supreme ruler in heaven and in earth, after his resurrec- 
tion, and because of this, he sent forth his laws to, and de- 
manded obedience of, " all nations," under the penalty of 
death. 

That Christ has reigned ever since, all power was given 
to him u in heaven and in earth/' is a fact too palpable to be 
deiied. 

Says 1st Peter iii : 22: " Who is gone into heaven, and is on 
the right hand of Col; angels and authorities and powers 
being made subject unto him/' Thus it is proved that to be 
or to sit on the right hand of God, is to be supreme ruler in 
heaven and in earth. Again: Eph. i: 20, 21: u Which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and 
set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come. i} 

Thus Paul settles the question forever that Christ has been 
the supreme ruler "in this world" ever since he ascended 
to the throne of his Father. One more text of the many that 
might be adduced in proof of this point must suffice for the pres- 
ent — Rev. i : 5 : " And from Jesus Christ, who IS the faithful 
witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the Prince of 
the Kings of the earth. " Here Christ is positively declared 
to have been, ever since his resurrection, the u Prince" 
(*< King"— chapter xix : 16) "of the kings of the earth" which 
is in perfect harmony, as we have already seen, with Matthew 
xxviii : 18, where the Saviour declared, after his resurrection, 
that all power was given unto him in heaven and in earth. 
Thus it is proved that Christ is not only high priest under 
the gospel dispensation, but he is also King, or supreme ruler. 
It is a very great mistake, and one that has been followed 
with very evil conseqences, to suppose that Christ has ful- 
filled, since his resurrection, but the one office of high priest. 
He reigns to-day, and because he reigns, there is mercy for 
poor fallen man. But the time is but a little in the future 
when he will deliver up the kingdo n to God (1st Cor. xv : 
24)— when God will take to himself again his great power 
(Rev. xi : 17) and will reign to the destruction of all his ene- 
mies, or (verse 18) them which destroy the earth/ 7 

_ Having thus proved that Christ has reigned supreme ever 
since he ascended to the throne of God, it is a very easy mat- 
ter to prove that the saints have reigned with him ; for if 
Christ has reigned over the world, he has done so in connec- 
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tion with his saints. Hence says 1st Peter ii : 9, in speaking 
of the Gentile Christian Church : " But ye are a chosen gene- 
ration, a royal/' that is, a kingly " priesthood, an holy 
nation/' &c. That Peter here refers to the Gentile Christian 
church, is put beyond question by the following (10th) verse 
thus : 

"Which in time past were not a people, but are now 
the people of God : which had not obtained mercy, but now 
have obtained mercy.'' 

Thus it is proved by Peter, that the members of the Church 
of Christ are not only priests with him, but they are also kings 
with him, and consequently reign with him. Hence says 
Kcvelation i : m 6 — " And hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father; not icill but hath." Thus it is 
seen that Peter and Revelation perfectly agree in this matter, 
and both prove that the saints fulfill the two offices of kings 
and priests at one and the same time. This, of itself, upsets 
forever the idea, so prevalent in certain quarters, that Christ 
does not fulfill the two offices of "king" and "priest" at the 
same time* And further: in Hebrews vii : 17,* we are in- 
formed that Christ was made a "priest after the order of Mel- 
chisedec and in the 1st and 2d verses of the same chapter 
we arc informed that this Melchisedec was both hiny and 
priest at the same time, thus: "For this Melchisedec, kiny 
of Salem, and priest of the Most High God," ? * 
" being by interpretation hiny of righteousness, and after that 
also hiny of Salem, which is kiny of peace." 

Thus it is proved, for Christ, in order to have been "made 
after the order of Melchisedec/' must have been made a king 
an 1 priest at the same time and must officiate as such. 

Paul, in 1st Corinthians iv : 8, speaks of the Church as 
having "reigned as kings/' and also of himself as reigning. 

We have now, we trust, given sufficient evidence to satisfy 
the reader on this subject. We might give very much more, 
but t :iis, we think, should be sufficient. What, then, is the 
idea, in the light of all these facts, in regard to the reign of 
Christ and the .saints during the thousand years that the 
seven-headed and ten-homed dragonic power was shut up in 
the bottomless pit of Catholicism % ( It is uuque>.tiouably sim- 
ply this, that notwithstanding the thousand years were a pe- 
riod of unprecedented darkness and of slaughter of the saints 
of Christ, still they lived, and living, as we have positively- 
proved, they reigned, and therefore reigned with Christ. 

S-ivs Jesus: " Lo, I am with vou always, even unto the. 

(9) 
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end of the world. v Hence, as the saints, as we have posi 
' lively proved, are hiiujs and priest* unto God y in this present 
dispensation, and as Christ lives and reigns as the supreme 
ruler over the world, so they (the saints) live and reign with 
him; and, by consequence, they lived and reigned with him 
during the thousand years that the dragonic power, as wc 
have already explained, was in the bottomless pit. 

We have thus shown, we think, most conclusively that the 
thousand years of Revelation are in the past and ended in 
1792. 

Infidel France was the dragon revived in the eighth head, 
the seven heads of the dragon having existed previous to the 
commencement of the thousand years, as we have shown in 
the first chapter of this book. We will give one or two ex- 
tracts here, which will not fail to satisfy the reader, we think, 
as to the dragonic character of France from as early as 1792. 

France declared, among other things — 

"That tutelary gods, even dead men, may be canonized, 
consecrated and worshipped. 

"That Jesus Christ was an imposter. 

"That human reason is the only true God. By an edict 
of the Constituent Assembly, there was a general sale of all 
ecclesiastical property; and every kind of property connected 
with churches or charities was confiscated. The magniiicent 
church of St. Genevieve, at Paris, was changed by the Nation- 
al Assembly into a repository for the remains of their great 
men, or rather into a Pagan Temple, and, as such, was aptly 
distinguished by the name of the Pantheon. 

"It was to this temple, or Pantheon, that the remains of 
Voltaire and Rosseau were conveyed in a most magnificent 
procession; a compliment which was afterward paid to the in- 
famous Marat, whom Kett styles f The Nero of the Revolu- 
tion/ The bones of Voltaire were placed upon the altar, an;] 
incense was offered by the infatuated multitude in this reuni 
of liberty/'— Dr. Thomas Coke, LL. I)., who wrote in 1807. 

"On the memorable 2Gth of August, in the year 1792, an 
open profession of atheism and irreligion and infidelity was 
made, and forthwith acted upon, by a whole nation once de- 
voted to the papal superstitions. Christianity was then for- 
mally abolished, as a notorious and malignant imposture by 
the government of revolutionary France; and so well did the 
people second them, that, while not a trace of- the gospel 
could be found throughout the reprobate mctrooolis, "every 
frantic oral ion in praise of atheism was loudly and cnthusias 
tically applauded."— Faber on the Prophecies, vol. 3, p. 363. 
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Thus it is seen that France iu 1792 was, iu the highest 
sense of the term, a dragoPH? or pagan power, and therefore 
was the dragon out of the bottomless pit. 

We have now proved, we trust, to the satisfaction of the 
reader, that t ie thousand years, under consideration, are in 
the past ; and, by consequence, they ended no later than the 
fore part of 1 71)2 j for there is no other power that could possi- 
bly be represented by the dragon, in modern times, but 
France, since no other power has established infidelity, by 
law. Just as certain as we hav ) arrived at the time of the 
end, just so certain it is that the 1260 and 1000 years ended 
as early as 1792. 

The 5th verse— " But the rest of the dead lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished, M &c, we make no pre- 
tensions at explaining, since it is now quite generally given 
up as an interpolation. It is not found in a single Syriac 
manuscript extant, and is also wanting in a large number of 
the Greek copies. And it is further proved to be incorrect, 
from the fact that there is no resurrection brought to view at 
the beginning of the thousand years. The only resurrection 
in the chapter is in the 12th and 13th verses. There the 
resurrection is shown in connection with the appearance of 
the GREAT WHITE THRONE, and Him that sat on it, 
and the passing away Qf * the earth and the heaven/ 1 Here all 
classes are brought to judgment — the books are opened, and 
the Book of Life with the rest — thus showing, beyond ques- 
tion, that all classes — wicked and righteous — are judged at 
one and the same time. And this is further most conclusive- 
ly proved by our Saviour in John v: 28 : "For the HOUR 
is coining IN THE WHICH ALL," not a part, but " ALL 
that arc -in the graves shall hear his voice/' &c. This proves 
that both classes- the wicked and the righteous — come forth 
to the resurrection in the same hour, and not a thousand 
years apart. The same voice that reaches the ear of the one 
class, is also heard by the other. 

This declaration of the Saviour should be sufficient of itself, 
to satisfy every one on this subject. In Daniel vii : 8-10, 
the Mittle hojira" is shown to continue until u the judgment" is 
"set and the books" are " opened." The fact of the books 
being opened, shows that it is the same judgment spoken of 
by the Revelitor in chapter xx : ll-lo, which proves that 
the thousand years tran>pires before the little horn aud the 
fourth beast of Daniel have finished their course. It is impos- 
sible, therefore, but that the thousand years are in the past, 
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since they must be fulfilled, as we have seen, prior to the 
coming of Christ and the sitting of the judgment. 

Having now settled the point in- regard to the resurrection, 
we will next examine two or three strong texts which are sup- 
posed to teach a definite thousand years reign of Christ, after 
his second advent. The first is found in Hebrews iv : 9 : 
M There remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people of God. M 
This rest is supposed, and which we readily admit, to be 
the anti-type of the seventh day, on which God rested " from 
all his works/' 

The first question to be settled is, what does " from all his 
v/orks" here refer to ? The answer is unmistakeable. It is 
" from all his works" in creating the world. Now, in order 
that the " rest" of God here, can be made typical of any de- 
finite period of time, whether it hj one year or a thousand 
years, it is necessary to show that when the literal seventh 
day was ended, God commenced again the work of creation. 
But this cannot be shown He has rested, from the begin- 
ning of the seventh day, " from all his wo r ks" referred to, up 
to the present time, and will continue to, no doubt, to all 
eternity. Thus the theory falls to the ground, at once ; for 
the literal seventh day was only the beginning of an eternal 
rest " from all his works," in creating the world." 

Again, who can believe, in the light of the word of God, 
that the "rest" that " remaineth" '-'to the people of God/' is 
is to be only one thousand years long. If this is so, then at 
the end of the thousand years, the whole family of God must 
either die, or at once begin another six thousand years of 
work. This, perhaps, no one is prepared to believe ; and yet 
it is true, if the seventh day is typical of a thousand 3 ears; 
for the "rest" that remains, on this principle, cannot possibly 
exceed tlie limits of the anti-typical day. 

No further evidence, we think, is required to show the utter 
absurdity of the idea that the seventh day typifies a limited 
period of rest to the people of God. 

But does not Peter say, that " one day is with the Lord as • 
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." We an- 
swer, he docs. But this is simply saying that all time with 
the Lord, whether it be one day or a thousand years, is the 
sanie— is as nothing. Hence, says David, (Psalm xc : 4) : 
" For a thousand years, in thy sight, are but as yesterday 
when it is past, and as a watch in the uight." Therefore, as 
a day " when it is past," is as nothing wi'' the I jrd, so is a 
thousand years in his sight; and this % warily, what Peter 
says, when he says that "one flay is with the Lord as a thou- 
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sand years, and a thousand years, that is, with the Lord, is 
"as one day." 

Wc have now proved, by the word of God, that the thou- 
sand years, under consideration, are in the past ; and, by con- 
sequence, they ended no latei chan 1792 ; for there is no other 
power that could possibly be represented by the dragon^yi 
modern times, but France, since no other power lias estab- 
lished infidelity by law. Just as certain as we have arrived 
at the time of the end, just so certain it is that the 1260 and 
1000 years ended as early as 1792. 

We regard it as utterly impossible that we can be mistaken 
that France is the beast that ascended out of the bottomless 
pit, in the French revolution, for the history of that event can- 
not be doubted ; and, therefore, we know that when France 
established infidelity, by law, and destroyed the Catholic 
church, within her limits, the word of God was fulfilled. 
We cannot conceive how any, who have had the facts brought m 
before them, can doubt for a moment. Never was the word 
of God more clearly fulfilled. 

Verse 7. " And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison." 

Verse 8. " And shall go out to deceive the nations which 
are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
gather them together to battle : the number of whom is as 
the sand of the sea." 

Verse 9 u And they went up on the breadth of the earth, 
and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved 
city: and lire came down from God out of heaven, and de- 
voured them." 

In regard to the above the reader should constantly bear in 
mind that we are dealing with symbolic prophecy, and then 
there will be no difficulty in the way of understanding the 
above verse-. 

"And when the thousand years are expired," &e. In 
1791-2 the power of the Great Harlot church was broken, 
and, consequently, the dragon in Iqfidel France was loosed, 
and, therefore, burst forth, out of his prison. French infidelity 
sinee. that time, has spread rapidly throughout the world mi l 
haa interwoven itself in various forms in all classes and socie- 
ties of men — until there ar* but a very few, indeed, who give 
evidence of any real faith u the word of God. While there 
are manv who profess fait i in it, still there are but few who 
o-ive evidenee bj! thelk- works, which is the true criterion to 
radge by, that'thev really believe it. * 
(9a) 
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The result is, that the nations have "went up," in the lan- 
guage of the prediction, or, in other words, have risen "up 
on the breadth of the whole earth" in opposition to the plain 
literal word of God, and have thus " compassed the camp of 
the saints about, and the beloved city." The "beloved city" 
hr^ W, and can be nothing more, or less, than the " Holy 
Cffy" of chapter xi, which was trodden under foot by the 
" beast like a leopard, " for forty -two months or 1280 years. 
Thus we learn that the "beast like a leopard" was to tread 
the Holy City under foot during a certain period of time, 
after which the dragon \yas to " compass it about." Of course 
the same principle of interpretation must-obtain in both cases ; 
so that upon the same principle the first beast trod the Holy 
City under foot, the second beast has compassed it about. 
The Holy City during the 1260 years, or during the period of 
its being trodden under foot, was all over the earth. So it is, 
and was to be when it should be compassed about. And it is 
a fact which cannot be successfully denied, that the influence 
and power of the Church of Christ is as effectually cut off 
and destroyed to-day, by the great spirit of infidelity which has 
been spreading so rapidly throughout the world since the 
French Infidel Kevolution, as it was during the 1260 years of 
the rule of the Catholic beast. 

The word of God has lost its influence and power in the 
world, and therefore the true Church is most completely 
hemmed in or "compassed about 1 ' by this great spirit of infi- 
delity peculiar to these days. 

This spirit of infidelity has also infused the revolutionary 
spirit into all nations, so that there is not a nation under heaven 
that is not now ripe for, or on the very eve of, a grand confla- 
gration. This is a fact too generally admitted to require proof 
from us here. Thus the dragon out of the bottomless pit has 
gathered the " nations," " Gog and Magog," to " the battle of 
that great day of God Almighty/' In the language of prophecy 
the " nations are angry"— each nation is full of angry commo- 
tion within its own borders; infidelity is working disunion in 
every direction, so that a grand political " earthquake" is about 
to burst forth, "such as was not since men were upon the earth, 
bo mighty an earthquake and so great." 

0, sinner and backslider, will you not flee to Christ at 
once. The " little season " during which the dragon was to 
be loosed to go out to deceive the nations and gather them to 
the battle of the great day of God Almighty, we have seen is 
seventy- five years, which h the balance of the 1335 years, 
after deducting the 1260. This seventy-five years beginning 
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in the fore part of 1792, when the dragon was loosed, or as- 
cended out of the bottomless pit, must end in the fore part of 
18G7. 

Thus, dear reader, we have proved that the thousand years 
are in the past and that the battle of the great day of God 
Almighty will, in a few months, burst upon this world in all 
its overwhelming and destructive influence. Dear reader, we 
exhort you, if you have not already done so, to fly to Christ 
at once. 0, delay not. now that probationary time is so short. 
Now is your only time. Will you not improve it, that you 
may be saved from the universal destruction that is about to 
sweep ovej (he earth. God grant you grace to do so. Amen. 
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Matt. 24: .20. " Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened/' etc. 

This declaration of our Saviour, it is supposed by some, 
proves that the 1260 days, or years, of Revelation, must have 
ended at the darkening of the sun in 1780. This view of the 
case, however, is, beyond all question, a mistake, for the fol- 
lowing reasons : 

1st. If the 1260 years ended in 1780, then the 1335 years 
must have ended in 1851. But what took place in that year 
to justify such a conclusion ? Most certainly nothing, unless 
the blessing promised at the end of the days was to be fulfilled 
in sick hearts in consequence of deferred hope. And then, 
again : we think there is nothing more clearly revealed in the 
Scriptures, than that those days reach to the coming of Christ 
and the resurrection. 

This fact is sufficiently proved from the consideration that 
the 1335 days are, beyond all possible mistake, the answer to 
the question, "How long shall it be to the end of these wond- 
ers V Therefore, as the questiou reaches to the end of the 
wonders, which is the resurrection, as will be seen by reading 
the first two verses of Dan. 12, the answer must reach to the 
same point. To take any other position, is simply to accuse 
the angels of God with duplicity, or using deception, which 
we think very few are prepared to do. 

This proves that the 1260 days could not have ended at the 
darkening of the sun in 1780, and that, therefore, our Savi- 
our's declaration has been by some misunderstood. For our- 
selves, we are satisfied that He had no reference to the 1260 
years whatever, as He, not having received the Revelation at 
that tmie, could not have known anything about them ; for if 
He understood the 1260 years at the time He made the deck- 
ration, then they were no Revelation to Him, at a. subsequent 
period, after He ascended to heaven; for what He already 
knew could not, subsequently, have been a matter of reVela- 
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tion to him. But we are assured, in the Book of Revelation, 
that lie received the Revelation of the 1260 days, or years, 
after He ascended to heaven, and, by consequence, after lie 
made the foregoing declaration. 

VVe conclude, therefore, from these facts, that our Saviour, 
simply referred to the tribulation, without reference to its defi- 
nite length or termination; and taking into consideration its 
great length, and the gradual manner in which it terminated, 
if the darkeniug of the sun took place within ten or twelve 
years of its extreme termination, it was quite sufficient to jus- 
tify our Saviour's declaration. It is certain that there was 
but very little persecution on the church after A. ]). 1780. 
Indeed, the "great tribulation, such as was*uot since the 
beginning of the world/' according to the declaration of our 
Saviour, was then ended; yet, as the law of persecution stilJ 
existed in Prance up to the beginning of 1792, therefore the 
1260 years could not have ended at an earlier date. 

It is certain that the 1260 years, according to Revelation, 
was to cover the whole length of the war with the saints by 
the beast like a leopard, which war did not end fully until, as 
we have already remarked, toleration of religious worship was 
fully established in the beginning of 1792 ; and yet the "great 
tribulation, such as never was since the beginning of the 
world/' &c, certainly ended by 1780; for although there was 
tribulation after that point, yet it could not be called " great 
tribulation. 99 

This is the way we understand the matter. But if it should 
still be thought by some of our readers, that our Saviour had 
reference to the 1260 years, then we reply that Mark says: 
"But in those days, after that tribulation/' thus showing that, 
while the darkening of the sun was to take place after the 
"great tribulation/' it was, at the same time, to occur within, 
or before the days ended. For, if the 1200 years are meant 
iu Matthew, they are also meant in Mark, for they both have 
recorded the same discourse — the only point of difference be- 
tween the two being, that the latter recorded more fully the 
statements of our Saviour than the former. 

From these facts and considerations, then, it is proved that 
if our Saviour, in speaking <»f the '-great tribulation/' had 
reference to the I26u years, then the sun toraa to be darkened 
iu or a short time before they ended. 

Thus we see nothing in the darkening of the sun. opp , & 
to the ending of the 1260 days, or years, in 1792. 
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In taking a retrospective view of the Advent movement, 
from its commencement in 1843-4 to the present time, we 
have presented to our minds a most striking history of u hope 
deferred" that "maketh the heart sick." We see a people 
severing religious and social ties, leaving their occupations, 
despising the scoffs of the world, and "going forth to meet the 
Bridegroom." Confident of realizing their expectations, they 
walked out upon -the prophetic word, without a doubt of the 
truthfulness of their position. The time passed ; and though 
they were mistaken in their conclusions, their position was 
nominally a correct one when viewed in the light of Scripture, 
as they could not have fulfilled the word of God had they not 
been disappointed. And as the cloud that "came between the 

camp of the Egyptians, and the camp of Israel/' was 

a "cloud of darkness" to the Egyptians, but at the same time 
"gave light by night" to the Israelites, so our past disappoint- 
ments are a "cloud of darkness" aud a "stumbling block" to 
the world, while they are glorious beacon lights to us ; and 
thus it is that while "darkness covers the earth and gross 
darkness the people," "we have light in our dwelling." The 
world and the professed church look upon the Advent move- 
ment as a delusion, and, of course, occupying this position, 
they will probably stumble over our past mistakes until the 
Lord appears, for the reason that they fail to recoguize one or 
two important facts in Scripture, namely : "The four watch- 
es, 5 ' and the fact that the Saviour uses those watches to illus 
trate the movements of the church just prior to His advent. 
Those who were engaged in the movement of 1843-4 under- 
stood, from the "sure word of prophecy," that this sin-cursed 
earth after "groaning and travailing in pain" through its 
allotted perioi, had finally arrived at its night of destruction; 
that its sun was about to set in oblivion, its evening shades were 
gathering around, and that the light of God's eternal day was 
about to dawn upon them. They were correct in their first con- 
clusion • the evening had come. But they overlooked one 
important fact in nature, viz : that between the shades of eve- 
ning, and the day following, lies the long dark hours of night — 
"The four watches/' Barnes, in his "Notes" on Matt.14: 25, 
says: "In the time of our Saviour they divided the night 

into four watches These watches consisted of 

three hours each. The first commenced at six and continued 
till nine; the second from niae to twelve; the third from 
twelve to three, and the fourth from three to six. The first 
was called evening, the second midnight, the third cock-crow- 
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ing, the fourth morning ." — Mark I8t o5. It will bo readily 
seen that there could not have been four watches without a 
period of time to mark the beginning and ending of each 
watch, otherwise there would Have been but one watch con- 
tinuing through the whole nioht. l>ut this was not t be ea >c : 
and as there were but four watches, we will endeavor to show, 
from the words of our Saviour, that th?rc was to be but four 
watches for His advent, and that lie would come in the last 
or morning watch. Now the church would not have kept the 
three past watches, had they understood this previous to 
1 S t:>— 4 ; and as Daniel's vision was ' 'closed up and sealed till 
the time of the end/' so likewise the fact, that they were to 
be disappointed three times, was hid from their eyes, in order 
to fulfill the word of God. The words of Christ in Mark 13: 
35-37, prove this position : "For the Son of Man is as a man 
taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority 
to His servants, and to every man his work, and commanded 
the porter to watch . "Watch ye, therefore/' for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cock-crowing, or in the morning : Lest coming sud- 
denly He find you sleeping : and what 1 say unto you, I say 
unto all, Watch. " That th- S iviour meant to convey the idea 
that lie would come in one of these watches, is evident from 
the language, for otherwise lie would not have been definite, 
as to the number of' the watches in connection with His com- 
ing. And from the fact that they did not know in what watch 
He would come, they were commanded to keep them all, 
"Lest coming suddenly/' Tie should find them ^sleeping." 
Proof, Luke 1 4 2: 37, &c.: "Blessed are those servants whom 

the Loffl when He cometh shall find watching And 

if He shall come in the second watch, or come in the third 
watch, and find them so, blessed arc those servants." Now, 
the Saviour .loes not say that He will come in the "second" 
or "third watch," for if he had, He would not have murion- 
ed a fourth, or "'morning*' watch, as there would ha\o been 
no necessity for more than three, lint He proneunced a 
blessinir on 'those who should be found watching in the 9£Otnd 
or third watehes. The first is not mentioned, but I maond 
pre-suppo.^s a first ; and it is impossible to h.-vr m< re than one 
wateh, without definite tune. The first and second watches 
are brought to WfcW in the parable of the "Ten Virgins — 7 Mat- 
thew -o : 4 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened 
unto ten virgins, which took their lamps and went forth to 

meet the bridegroom." \n ] "while the bridrgroom 

tarried, t hey all slumber M and stopt. And at midnight ("second 
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watch") there was aery made, Behold the bridegroom cometh; 
go ye out to meet him/' 

The movement of 1843-4 was indeed a mighty going forth; 
its numbers were tens of thousands, and it was designed to be 
the greatest movement of the four; and it was perfectly natu- 
ral that it should be ; for the natural tendency of disappoint- 
ment is to discourage, especially where there is a want of faith 
and a correct understanding of the word of God. Now, had 
they known that the bridegroom would tarry, they would not 
have gone forth at that time ; nor could it have been said that 
the "bridegroom tarried," had there been no set time; for it is 
impossible to have a tarry without definite time. But "while 
the bridegroom tarried they all slumbered and slept." What 
did they go to sleep on ? time. After the time passed they 
were without chart or compass as to their whereabouts, and 
consequently went to sleep ; and had the Saviour con e "sud- 
denly," He would have found them in the very condition 
which He warned them against — "sleeping.'' But this was 
G-od's method of enlightening their minds upon the "time of 
their visitation." 

They were then sent to school, as it were, to study 
the prophecies, which they did; light broke in upon the tar- 
rying time, but not upon the watches, else the second watch 
would not have been kept in 1854. Daniel says: "In the time 
of the end/' "many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall 
be increased/' which could nob have been fulfilled otherwise 
than by a gradual increase of knowledge. And what was this 
knowledge upon? certainly upon the subject the angel was 
speaking upon, which was the "time, times and an half," 
which Daniel could not understand. But the angel declares, 
that "the wicked shall do wickedly : and none of the wicked 
shall understand; but the wise shall understand," (in the time 
of the end). And the Siviour says, "whoso readeth (Daniel) let 
him understand." They that were to understand, are called 
wise, before they understood. Who are the wise? "The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." 

It appears from "the word" that these watches were to de- 
crease in interest, and numbers, as, one by one, they passed 
without bringing *the desired event; for the Saviour says, 
"nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, shall He find 
faith on the earth," (Luke 18 : 8)j and this faith is in His 
coming. Continued disappointment has wearied the majority; 
they lacked the "oil" of faith "in their vessels with their 
lamps;" they did not "hold the beginning of" their "confi- 
dence steadfast unto the end." Thus we see that when we 
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came to the ''third" or cock-crowing watch in 1859, very few 
engaged in it, compared to the two previous ones. Some had 
gone to sleep iu the "tarry /' and had not yet woke up. Paul 
says : "they that sleep, sleep in the night;" and those that go 
to sleep in the "evening watch," are not likely to wake up 
during the midnight, or cock-crowing watches, as their sleep 
becomes sounder as they advance into the night, and therefore 
will not wake up until the morning, at least, if then. 

Of what does the Advent body chiefly consist to-day ? Of 
those who acknowledge that the past disappointments were 
the providential means used to try their faith, and awaken an 
increased interest in the study of the prophecies, and thereby 
finally to bring out "the true light." "The path of the just is 
as the shining light, which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day" — Prov. 4 : 18 How do we acquire a knowledge 
of arithmetic ? We have first to learn the name and value of 
the different numerals. Then we can begin to add, subtract, 
divide, &c. ; but it is a gradual process, and we almost invari- 
ably fail to get correct answers to our first sums. But sup- 
posing we should give up in despair because we had made 
mistakes in our first calculations, should we ever become pro- 
ficient in arithmetic ? We think all will answer in the ne<ra- 
tive. The illustration is simple, yet to the point. It would 
be as equally absurd to answer our question in the affirrndtive 
as it is to present past disappointments as an evidence of fu- 
ture mistakes with regard to the prophetic periods. 

Every disappointment has caused fresh investigation; and 
each investigation has thrown new light on our pathway, 
until, in our humble opinion, "the true light now shineth/' 
and will increase in brilliancy unto "the perfect day." We 
have passed three watches, and there remaineth bat one more 
to be kept. The gray dawn of the "morning watch" has ap- 
peared upon the horizon, and soon "shall the sun of righteous- 
ness arise with healing in his wings;" "And that knowing 
the time that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for 
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night 
is far spent ; the day is at hand ; let us, therefore, east off the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light" — Rom. 13: 
11-12. Let us "stand, therefore, with our loins girt about 
with truth,'' and we, ourselves, like unto men that wait for 
their Lord." Let us endeavor to wake up the slumbering 
virgins with the cry of u the morning cotneth;" "let us not 
sleep as do others, but let us watch and be sober." — 1st Thess. 
5- 6 "The end of all tbingB is at hand." — 1st Pet. 4 : 7. 
(10) 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE TWENTY-THREE HUNDRED DAYS — Dan. viii : 13, 14. 



The subject of the 2300 days is, unquestionably, one of 
great importance; and, from the different views taken of it 
heretofore, and which still obtain to some extent, at least, it 
therefore becomes necessary that we should give it more 
than an ordinary investigation ; and this we purpose, by the as- 
sistance of divine grace, to do. It is our intention to make 
every point in the argument, so clear as to leave no doubts in 
the minds of the readers as to the truth of our position, and 
we therefore earnestly request their especial attention and ex- 
amination of the subject, step by step, as we proceed. 

The first point which we think necessary to examine is, at what 
event do the 2300 days terminate? — at the second coming of 
Christ, or, at some other event ? for, unless this point is clearly 
settled, all further investigations will be useless. To settle 
this point we will first notice the question, in the 13th verse, 
which reads as follows: '-j How long shall be the vision con- 
cerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of deso ation ; 
to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot?" The answer is found in the following verse : il Unto 
two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctu- 
ary be cleansed. 99 

From the question and answer, it is shown that the sanctu- 
ary and the host were both to be trodden under foot the same 
length of time— to the end of the 2300 days : for the 2300 
days is the answer to the question, " How long?" &c. 

Now, as the host was to be trodden under foot the same 
length of time that the sanctuary was, and as the host cannot 
be trodden under foot after the coming of Christ and the res- 
urrection, it is proved, therefore, that the 2300 days cannot 
extend beyond that event. Further evidence is found in 
proof of this position, should it be required by any of our 
readers, in the fact that the power that was to tread under 
foot the sanctuary and the host, comes to 1 his end and none 
to help him," according to chapter xi : 45, and xii : 1, at the 
standing up of Michael. Therefore, as the sanctuary and the 
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host were to be trodden under foot, by a certain power, to the 
end of the 2300 days, and as that power comes to his end, at 
the standing up of Michael and the resurrection, it is certain 
that neither the sanctuary or host can be trodden under foot by 
that power after that time ; for they cannot be trodden under 
foot by a power, after that power ceases to exist. And, as 
that power comes to his end, at the coming of Christ and 
the resurrection, therefore the treading under foot and the 
2300 days tfmst terminate at the same point. 

" Then shall the sanctuary be cleansed." This shows that 
the sanctuary will be cleansed, at the end of the 2300 days, 
and not seven years before, as some have supposed. The 
sanctuary cannot be cJ' \nsed while it is being trodden under 
foot j and, as it is to be trodden under foot to the end of the 
2300 days, thcrefote it will- be seen that it cannot be cleansed 
until those days are ended ; and thus it is most clearly declared, 
by the angel, when he says : 16 Unto two thousand and three 
hundred days; THEN shall the sanctuary be cleansed," 

The facts in the case, then, may be stated in a few words, 
thus — the little horn of chapter viii : 9-12, is shown to be 
the treading-under foot power, and is to tread under foot the 
sanctuary and the host, from a given point (which we shall 
soon show) to the end bf the 2300 days, when he comes to 
his end, at which time Michael stands up —the resurrection 
( iktfi pi a 0 and the sanctuary is, or begins, to be cleansed. 
The idea that the " little horn," or Roman power, is to tread 
under foot the sanctuary and the host, or, the sanctuary alone, 
several years after Christ comes, is not only unscriptural, but 
extremely absurd. And yet this is the truth if the 2300 
days reach seven years beyond that event. 

Jiut, since the treading-under-foot power, comes to his end 
at the standing up of Michael, the 2300 days must, therefore, 
end there also. Having thus shown that the 2300 days term- 
inate at (he coming of Christ, we shall next inquire what 
event marks their beginning. 

And here we would remark, before going further, that 
there are three positions differing quite widely from each 
other. The first is, the beginning of the " pushing" of the 
<< ram," or the Medo-Persian power, as brought to view in the 
4th verse. The second is, the Agoing forth of the command- 
ment to restore and to build Jerusalem;" and the third, and 
last, is the full and complete restoration of the "daily sacrifice." 

In order to make the subject clear to the mind of the read- 
er so as to leave no doubts in regard to which of the three po- 
sitions is correct, we shall examine each oue separately. 
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That the first position cannot be correct, will readily appear 
from the fact that the 2300 days, beginning at the " pushing" 
of the "ram," must have ended, as we shall positively 
prove, over half a century ago. To ascertain when Daniel 
saw the " ram/ 5 or the Medo-Persian power, (as it is explained 
to be in the 20th verse,) " pushing," it will only be necessary 
to inquire when that power V became great f for, says Dan- 
iel, " I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and 
southward; so that no beast could stand before him, neither 
was there any that could deliver out of his hand ; but he did 
according to his will, and 'became GREAT.' " Here, it 
will be seen, that the "pushing' of the "ram" preceded his 
becoming great, and that he " becam^ra**" by "pushing." 
No one can fail, we think, to see this simple fact — that the 
ram began pushing before he became great, and continued to 
push until that end was accomplished. No other means is re- 
vealed in the prophecy, of his becoming great, but by pushing. 
Having settled this point, that the pushing of the ram pre- 
ceded his becoming great, we have now only to ascertain when 
he became great, to know when Daniel saw him "pushing." 
This will be settled by the testimony of Cyrus, king of the 
rani or Medo-Persian power, as found in Ezra i : 2, which 
reads as follows : " Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia, the Lord 
God of Heaven hath given me ALL THE KINGDOMS OF 
THE EARTH." This was in the first year of Cyrus, im- 
mediately after the overthrow of Babylon. 

Now, as Cyrus declared that the " Lord God of Heaven" 
had given him " all the kingdoms of the earth" at that time, 
it is certain that the Medo-Persian power was as great then as 
it ever could be, because, having all the kingdoms of the 
earth in his possession, he could get nothing more. 

The kingdom of Babylon was a universal kingdom, as Dan- 
iel declared to Nebuchadnezzar — that "thou, O, king, art a 
king of kings;" * * * " and wheresoever the children 
of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of heaven, 
hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over 
them all therefore, when the Medes and Persians overthrew 
the kingdom of Babylon, and thus came to the " dominion" 
of that kingdom, they came to the dominion of the world; 
and hence Cyrus declared, as we have already seen, that the 
Lord God of Heaven had given him all the kingdoms of the 
earth. 

Here, then, is where the "ram" became great; and, therefore, 
when Daniel saw him pushing, it was before the overthrow of 
the kingdom of Babylon. These are facts so clearly proved, 
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by the Bible, as to preclude the possibility of a mistake ; for 
the "rain" was either great on succeeding to the dominion of 
Babylon, and "all the kingdoms of the earth," or he never 
was. 

But it may be objected that his becoming great, had refer- 
ence to his becoming great in "acts of kindness toward the 
Jews/' But in what sense, we ask, could the Medo-Persian 
power become great in this respect, that it did not in the first 
year of Cyrus ? Did he not grant all of them the privilege of 
going back to their own lond and city to build their temple 
again ? and did he not furnish them with all the means neces- 
sary to do so ? Answer— He did. Thus it is shown that the 
Medo-Persian power became great in the first year of Cyrus 
in evert/ sense— in acts of kindness towards the Jews, as well 
as in point of "dominion." Therefore, it is proved that the 
time when Daniel saw the " ram pushing," was before the 
first year of Cyrus, or, before the overthrow of the kingdom 
of Babylon. 

Having thus shown that Daniel saw the " ram pushing," 
prior to his becoming great, and therefore prior to the over- 
throw of the kingdom of Babylon, we have also shown that if 
the 2800 days measure the whole vision, beginning with the 
"pushing" of the "fain," they must have terminated, as we 
have before stated, over half a century ago. But we have 
shown that those days must terminate at the second advent of 
our Lord, and, therefore, the theory that commences them 
with the " pushing" of the " ram/' cannot be correct. 

From all these facts, tho reader will see that we 
must look for some other event to mark the beginning of 
those. days, besides the "pushing" of the "rain," which, we 
think, will readily be seen by inquiring what they measure. 
To ascertain this, it will be necessary to carefully oonsider the 
question, in the loth verse, which is : " How long shall be the 
vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression 
of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be 
trodden under foot ?" This question, therefore, it will be 
seen, relates to the length of two things — first, the daily sac- 
rifice; and, seconl, the transgression of desolation. These 
two things, therefore, must be just 2300 days long: the 
u daily sacrifice," we have already fully proved on pages 00 to 
62 of this book, refers to the true worship of God — to the 
Jewish worship, or sacrifice, under the law, and to the Chris- 
tian worship, or sacrifice under the Gospel; and therefore we 
shall adduce no further proof of it here. From the beginning, 
therefore, of the daijy sacrifice to the end of the "transgres- 
(10a) 
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sion of desolation/' must be 2300 days. The daily sacrifice" 
is the first thing measured, and the u transgression of desola- 
ion," the last; for, according to chapter xi : 31, and xii : 
11, the " transgression of desolation" does not begin to 
tread under foot the " sanctuary and the host/' until the 
" daily sacrifice" is taken away, and "the abomination that 
maketh desolate" is set up. The " transgression of desola- 
tion" is shown to be the power symbolized by the " little 
horn," of chapter viii, beginning with the 9th verse, (which 
is admitted, and must be, by all expositors to represent the Ro- 
man empire, since it represents that power or empire which 
succeeded the " he-goat," or Grecian empire); for it is de- 
clared of this u horn" (verse 10) that l! it waxed great even 
to," or, as the margin correctly reads, "against the host of 
heaven : and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to 
the ground, and stamped upon them." Verse 12 : "Yea, 
he magnified himself even against" (Marg.) "the Prince of 
the host" (Christ), " and from him" — that is, from Christ — 
" the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his 
sanctuary was cast down. 

Thus it is shown that the Roman power is the "transgres- 
sion of desolation" — is the power that was to " take away the 
daily sacrifice" and "place," or "set up," "the abomination 
that maketh desolate," by which act it was to tread under 
foot the "sanctuary and the host." The "transgression of 
desolation," or Roman power, therefore, was only to tread 
under foot the "sanctuary and the host," from the time that 
the "daily sacrifice" was taken away, and the "abomination 
that maketh desolate" was set up; which is shown, in chapter 
xii : 11, to be the event which marks the beginning of the 
1335 days, or years. And as the 1335 days or years, end at 
the coming, of Christ, at which time also, as we have already 
clearly shewn, the 2300 days end, it is thus proved that the 
"transgression of desolation," or (< little horn," was only to 
exist, from the time that it began to tread under foot the sanc- 
tuary and the host, 1335 years out of the 2300. This would 
leave 965 days, of the 2300, as the measurement or length of 
the daily sacrifice, from whore it began to wliere it was taken 
away, since 1335 taken from the 2300 leave 965. The " daily 
sacrifice," therefore, is the first thing measured by the 2300 
days; and the "transgression of desolation," the last. The 
first or "daily sacrifice," is thus shown to be 965 years long; 
and the latter or " transgression of desolation," from where 
it began to tread under foot the sanctuary and the host, 1335 
years long; and both together fill up the 2300 days or years. 
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The question then, "How loDg shall be the vision concern- 
ing the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to 
give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot?" proves that the 2300 days must begin with the restor- 
ation of the " daily sacrifice/' which was then in the future 
to be accomplished, as there was no daily sacrifice at the time 
Daniel saw the vision. That the sanctuary and the host were 
not to be trodden under foot the whole lengjh of the 2300 
days, is further proved, from the fact, that Lie transgression 
of desolation, or a little horn/' does not exist that length of 
time, and, therefore, could not tread under foot the sanctuary 
and the host the whole length of the period. 

Having now shown that the -'daily sacrifice'' was the first 
thing to be measured by the 2300 days, or years, therefore, 
we have fully established the fact, that when the daily sacri- 
fice was fully restored, those days must have begun, as we can 
not begin to measure anything before the thing to be measured 
really exists. 

The "daily sacrifice/' at the time the 2300 days were given, 
as we have before remarked, did n )t exist, as it had not yet 
been restored since it ceased at the commencement of the Ba- 
bylonian captivity. Therefore, it was to be subsequently 
restored. 

But, before we proceed to show when this was done, it will 
first be necessary, since the chronology back of the cross is 
more or less unreliable, to examine the 

"seventy weeks/' 

and the "going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
buiKl Jerusalem," &c\, of-Dan. 9: 24-26. And as there has 
beCn, and is yet, we conceive, much misunderstanding on this 
subject, it will be necessaiy, that we should give it more than 
an ordinary investigation. We shall, therefore, make every 
point in the argument as clear as we can. 

" Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon 
thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end 
of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and pro- 
phecy, and to anoint the most Holy" 

"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy jicople, and nj>nn 
thy holy city" &c. This is supposed, by some, to show that the 
seveiry weeks extend, not to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
but to the time when Jerusalem fell into the hands of the 
Romans, which is supposed to have taken place in A. D., 65. 
But this is a very great mistake, for we arc informed by Jose- 
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phus Ant. B 17., C. 13, Ss. 2, 5, and B. 18, C. 1, S. 1, that 
Jerusalem fell into the hands of the Romans on the banish- 
ment of Archelous, which was no later than A. D. 12. The 
Historian says: "So Archelous' country was laid to the pro- 
vince of Syria; and Cyrenius, one tint had been Consul, was 
sent by Caesar to take account of the people's effects in Syria, 
and to sell the house of Archelous. * * * Caponius, also, 
a man of the enuestrian order, was sent together with l.im, to 
have the SUPREME POWER over the JEWS." Thus we 
have proved that Jerusalem and the Jews fell into the hands 
of the Romans, no later than A. D. 12, instead of A. D. 65 ; 
nor can any one show that they were any more in their hands, 
at the latter period than they were at the former. We have 
thus shown, from the simple facts in history, that the theory 
that extends the 70 weeks to A. D. 05, cannot possibly be 
correct. Jerusalem was not destroyed until A. D. 70, 

Having thus shown the ab:>ve theory to be incorrect, from 
history, we shall next prove it by the express word of God. 
And first, what were the events that were to mark the end 
of the seventy weeks? They were as follows: 1. "To 
finish the transgression;" 2. "To make an end of sins ; n 8. 
"To make reconciliation for iniqu ; ty ; v 4. "To bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness ; w and 5. "To seal up the vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy." These are the par- 
ticulars, the accomplishment of which were to mark the end 
of the 70 weeks. But what took place, we ask, in A. D. 65, 
to fulfill them ? Most certainly, nothing. 

No one can be so blind, we think, as m>t to see, at a glance, 
that all these particulars take hold of, and are inseparably 
connected with, the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; hence the evcat which marks the termination of 
the 70 weeks is the establishment of the New Covenant. This 
will be seen more fully, however, hereafter. But we first wish 
to show where the 70 weeks commenced. This will readily 
be seen from the following facts and considerations : 
• "Severity weeks are determined \ n Sec. The word, in the 
original translated, "deterynined,* 9 is "Khotokli," which means, 
according to Gesenius, tropically, (which is its only meaning 
here, as must be admitted by all,) '-to divide, hence to deter- 
mine, to destine, to appoint. 7 ' Our Translators and Commen- 
tators have universally chosen the woid determined as its 
meaning; but its primary signification, as we have seen from 
Gesenius, is to "divide" 

A. Pick's Bible Student's Hebrew Concordance translates 
Khotokhy "to cut assundcr," which it will be seen, agrees with 
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Gesenius, and shows that the 70 weeks, instead of beiug "cut 
off" from some other period, was to be "divided," 4 'cut asun- 
der/' that is, into two, three or more parts, and thus to t)3 
fulfilled. 

That this position is correct, is further proved by the Septu- 
agint translation, where we find the word Kliotokh translated 
into the Greek by the word Septemno, which, according to 
Lyddell and Scott's Greek and English Lexicon, means "to 
cut all in pieces; to chop up) to divide" This we consider 
important testimony from the fact that it shows how the word 
was understood by the most learned Jews, over two thousand 
years ago. 

The meaning of the Greek word Septemno } in the Septua- 
gint translation, it will be seen, exactly ajreo.^ with the mean- 
ing of the Hebrew word Khotohh t according to Gesenius and 
Pick, and all go to show how the seventy weeks were to be 
fulfilled upon Daniel's people and holy city — that they were 
to be fulfilled in divisions, or parts. That this view is correct, 
is further proved by the explanation of the angel himself, as 
given in the 24th verse; for, after having declared that "sev- 
enty weeks ate divided upon thy people, and upon thy holy 
city," &c , he says : -know THEREFORE, and understand:" 
the adverb "therefore" which means, "for this reason?' shows 
positively and unmistakably that the angel has ft direct refer- 
ence to the 70 weeks, and that he is giving an explanation of 
the same ; u Know therefore" that is, for this reason ; for 
what reason? why, for the reason that the 41 70 weeks are 
divided upon thy people and upon thy holy city,* 1 — "and un- 
derstand "understand what ? why, understand where they 
arc to begin and how they are to be fulfilled — "that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jeru- 
salem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks : — 
this is the first division of the 70; "and threescore and two 
weeks, " the second; and the "one week" of the confirming of 
the "covenant/' is the third. 

This, then, is the angel's explanation of where the 70 weeks 
were to begin and the manner in which they were to be ful- 
filled. 

We have thus shown, positively, 1st, by the Hebrew anu 
Greek Lexicons, as to the meaning of the Hebrew word Kho- 
tokh, and -dly, by the angel's explanation, that the "seveuty 
weeks/' aud the sixty-nine weeks, are both connected to- 
gether, and that, therefore, the seventy weeks commenced at 
"the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem.' ' 
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The adverb "therefore" shows (he connection of the two pe- 
riods too clear to be doubted. 

Again : that the seventy weeks were to begin at the ''going 
forth of the commandment/' is further proved from the fact, 
that this is the only event given to mark their beginning, or 
that of any other period in the 9th ch ipter. Hence, as there 
is but one event given, therefore we cannot be mistaken in the 
fact that this is the one. 

Again : It is admitted by ALL that, if it can be proved 
that the ''threescore and two weeks,'' of the 26th verse, are 
the same as the 1 threescore and two weeks," of the 25th 
verse, our position is coirect, since it proves positively that the 
sixty-nine weeks extended to the cross and resurrection of 
Christ. That they are the same, we would first remark that 
none of the Commentators extant has ever seemed to question 
or doubt, which must be regarded as evidence of some consid- 
erable weight. And, second, they are proved to be the same 
from the true reading of the 26th verse; for Dr. Davidson, a 
learned Hebrew scholar from Halle College, in the 3d volume 
of his Notes to the Old Testament Scriptures, says that the 
26th verse should read, according to the Hibrew : "And after 
THE three-score and two weeks" ; and this reading agrees 
with Coverdale's translation, which reads : "after THESE 
threescore and two weeks." 

In addition to these we find that Martin's Swiss Bible 
(which is said to be the best in the French lauguage). reads : 
"Et apres ces soixante-deux semaines" ; And the Paris edition 
of 1805 reads the same — "And after ALL THESE sixty-two 
weeks." Thus it will be seen that the French of Martin, and 
the Paris edition, agree with Coverdale and Dr. Davidson. 

Again : Prof. Whiting (and there is no better authority), 
in his translations of the visions of Daniel, renders the 26th 
verse thus : 4 'And after THE sixty and two weeks." Also, 
in the translation of the Old Testament, by Isaac Leeser, a 
learned Jewish Rabbi in Philadelphia, Dan. 9: 26, reads, 
"And after THE sixty and two weeks." 

This shows that the threescore and two weeks in the 26th 
verse, are the same as in the 25th verse. With these facts 
and considerations before us, we will now read the two verses 
together, thus: iC Know therefore and undeistand, that from 
the g' ing forth of the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven weeks, 
and threescore and two weeks." "And after THE threescore 
and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off." What can be more 
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positively proved than this, that the 62 weeks in the second 
instance are the same 62 weeks in the first ? 

Thus it is shown that there is but one period of 62 weeks 
in the 9th chapter ; and since the 62 weeks came after the 
iK seven > n it is positively proved that the 69 weeks extended 
to the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ; we say cruci- 
fixion and resurrection because their being so close together 
they are virtually but one event. 

Again : The 69 weeks were to reach, as we have seen, 
" unt<) Messiah the Prince/' The question now arises, when 
was Christ u Messiah the Prince?" Some suppose it was at 
his birth, and others at his resurrection. 

Now the question arises, How shall we determine which is 
right ? I answer, that a " messenger" is to precede the coming 
of the Messiah, and until that messenger does come, and pre- 
pare the way of the Lord, we may n6t look for him. " Jie- 
hold I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me." — Mai. iii : 1. " The voice of him that crieth in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord." — Is. x\ : 3. 
This is the promise of the Lord, that a messenger should go 
I. .'tore him to nnnounce his coming. And this messenger was 
John the Jiaptist, who came up out of the wilderness in the 
fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius (Luke iii: 1), 
preaching repentance, eon Jessing that he was the one spoken 
of by the prophet, saying, a Thc voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord/' — Matt, iii: 3; 
Mark i: 2, 4. And Christ speaking of John, said: 
u For this is he of whom it is w T ritteu, Behold, I send my 
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before 
thro. Matt, xi : 10. 

Jesus was born nearly thirty years before this; but he re- 
mained in obscurity until his baptism; and that the people 
were ignorant of him we learn from Luke iii : 15. When 
the m people were in expect itiou, and all men mused in their 
hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not;" and the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem, to ask , him, 
" Who art thou V 9 and iq confessed, 41 I am not the Christ 
and they asked, " Who art thou 1 that we may give an ac- 
count to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?" 
" He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness" — 
the Lord's harbinger. Nor did John himself know who the 
Messiah was : " And I knew him not: but him that sent me 
to baptize* with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom 
thou shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining ou him, 
the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost."— Jjhn 
i: 33. 
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John announced to the Jews that the Messiah was to come 
after him : "He that c<>meth after me is mightier than L ,J 
And when John saw Jesus and kuew him, he said, "This 
was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me/' 

Thus it is shown that Christ could not have been the 
Messiah the Prince" at his birth, since he was to come 
after John the Baptist : " He that cometh after me." 

Again : The universal mean ing of the word Prince, through- 
out the Scriptures, is ruler, one in actual authority. Being 
simply an heir to a throne, or a king\s son, does not constitute 
one a prince according to the Bible. He must be actually in 
authority. We have examined this subject thoroughly, and 
know whereoi we speak. Such was not our Saviour, as the 
" babe wrapt in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." He 
was not at that time a prince, or ruler, although to this end 
he was born. His laws had not yet been given to the world; 
he exercised authority over no one, but he himself was subject 
to the authority of his parents. Such is not a prince in the 
word of God. 

The true position of our Saviour, before and after the cross, 
will readily be seen in the following texts : Phil, ii : 7-10 : 
" But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men : And 
ibeing found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him 

name which is above every name : That at the name of Je- 
sus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
the earth, and things under the earth. " 

Here Paul shows very clearly the time when Christ was ex- 
alted from that of a servant, having no reputation, to that of 
a prince. Jesus claimed himseif, before his resurrection, to 
be a servant, and not a prince. See Luke xx : 27. 

Again : Heb. ii : 9 : " But we see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than (or, as the margin reads, a little while inferior 
to) the ingels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory 
and honor 99 

Thus Jesus, before his crucifixion, was lower than the 
angels, which shows that he could not have been a prince 
until after his resurrectnn, when being "crowned" with 
gl >ry and honor, he became a " prince'* in a true Scriptural 
sense. 

That Christ was not a prince until after his resurrection is 
further proved in Acts iv : 30, 31 : " The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him 
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hath God exalted with his right hand to be a prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of 
sins. 19 Thus it is that Christ became a prince, in the Scrip- 
tural sense, after his resurrection j it was then that he was 
thus exalted, and not before. Hence, says Jesus, after that 
he was risen from the dead (Matt, xxviii : 18 — u All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth/' 

Paul says (Rom. i : 4, 5) that he was u declared to be the 
Son of God, with power, according to the spirit of Holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead." 1st Peter, iii : 32 : 
" Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; 
angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto 
him." Eph. i: 20, 21: " Which he wrought, in Christ, 
when he raised him from the dead, and set him on his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality , and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in THIS WORLD, but also in that which 
is come." Here Paul settles the question forever, that Christ 
is the supreme ruler over THIS WORLD, and has been ever 
since his resurrection. Acts ii : 36 : " Therefore let all the 
house of Israel know assuredly that God hath made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ ." But 
when and how was fl that same Jesus" made both Lord and 
Christ ? We answer, at and by a resurrection from the dead, 
and consequently he was not '? both Lord and Christ" before, but 
was, as we have abundantly shown, as a servant having no 
reputation. 

We have now settled the question by the express word of 
God, that the sixtj-nine weeks terminated at the cross and 
resurrection of Christ; we say cross and resurrection, because, 
that, being so near together, they are both, virtually, in the 
fulfillment of the sixty-nine weeks, but one event. 

Having thus shown that the sixty-nine weeks extended to 
the cross, the 11 one week" of the confirming of the covenant, 
the last of the seventy, must have been fulfilled this side. 
And this is in harmony with Paul's testimony in Hebrews ix : 
16, 17 : 

" For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be 
the death of the testator. 

" For a testament is of force after men are dead : otherwise 
it is of no strength at all while the testator Jiveth." 

Thus it is proved that the new covenant could not be con- 
firmed until after the crucifixion. 

That the new covenant is the one that was to be confirmed 
for the "one week," is positively proved from the fact that 

(ii) 
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according to Daniel, the covenant that was to be confirmed is 
the one that Messiah, or Christ, is prince of : and Christ was 
never prince of any other covenant but the new. So there is 
no chance for mistake on this point. 

In Hebrews ii : 3, 4, Paul tells us how the covenant was 
confirmed, thus : 

" How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation, 
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard him ; 

u God also bearing them witness both with signs and won- 
ders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
according to his own will V J 

The new covenant having thus been confirmed to the Jews 
for the t)ne week or seven years after the resurrection of 
Christ, the seventy weeks were ended, and, by consequence, 
the gospel was, after that time, preached to the Gentiles, as 
we learn from Acts, chapter x. 

No further or more positive evidence can be required, we 
are satisfied, by any one, to prove that our position on the 
seventy and the sixty-nine weeks, is correct, than we have 
now given, for we have proved, by the express word of God, 
that they began in harmony with each other — at the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 
— and that the latter period (the sixty-nine weeks) extended 
to the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ. 

This proves positively that the commandment given in the 
twentieth year of Artaxerxes is the one referred to in the 
prophecy of Daniel, since the sixty, nine weeks extending 
back from the cross, as we shall see presently, will not reach 
to any other commandment. 

But again : We shall be fully able to show, we think, both 
from the Bible and from history that that is the only u com- 
mandment to restore and to build Jerusalem" that ever was 
given. 

Some have supposed from a certain prophecy in Isaiah 
(chapter xliv : 28, and xlv : 13), which we shall notice par- 
ticularly hereafter, that Cyrus must have given the command- 
ment under consideration ; but by referring to 2d Chronicles 
xxxvi : 23, and Ezra i : 2, and vi : 3, where we have a full 
record of all that Cyrus, as an individual, commanded in re- 
lation to the matter, we find that the commandment given by 
him was confined wholly and txdusively to the temple. There 
is not a word about the building of Jerusalem, nor any pro- 
vision made for it in his commandment. 

The following are the texts above referred to: 1. 2d Chroni- 
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cles, xxxvi : 23. "Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia, All the 
kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord God of heaven given me ; 
and he hath charged me to build him AN HOUSE in Jeru- 
salem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all 
his people ? The Lord his God be with him, and let him go 
up." 

2. Ezra i : 2: " Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia, The Lord 
God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth ; 
and he hath commanded me to build him AN HOUSE at Je- 
rusalem, which is in Judah. V 

3. Chapter vi : 3 : " In the first year of Cyrus the king, the 
same Cyrus the king, made a decree concerning THE HOUSE 
of God at Jerusalem. Let THE HOUSE be builded, the place 
where they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof 
be strongly laid; the height thereof threescore cubits, and 
the breadth thereof threescore cubits." 

Some have been "presumptuous enough," in trying to 
evade the above testimony in regard to the decree of Cyrus 
being confined wholly to the temple, to charge Ezra with 
" omitting to record the whole matter." This is an important 
admission, as it is admitting at once, as it must be by all, 
that if he did u record the whole matter , ,? our position is inev- 
itably correct. Hence we will look at Ezra's testimony some- 
what particularly. 

It will bo seen by the foregoing that we have the decree of 
Cyrus recorded three times over — once in 2d Chronicles and 
twice in Ezra — and in all three of these records the decree of 
Cyru^, as we have seen, is confined wholly to the temple. 
And if we were to admit that there might have been an omis- 
sion in the first two records — in Chronicles and in Ezra i : 2 — 
there is no chance for such an omission in the third — in chap, 
vi : 3 — for that is a copy of the " record" of the king's u roll } }) 
as found at Achmetha, which gives the decree of Cyrus's word 
for word. This record, as we have already seen above, per- 
fectly agrees with the other two. Thus the question is settled 
beyond dispute, that the decree of Cyrus embraced the 
building of the temple alone. Indeed, the decree of Darius 
and the testimony of the Jews themselves, as found in 
chapters v : 13— lb, aud vi : G-10, should be sufficient to sat- 
isfy one aud all in regard to this matter. 

Thus it is positively proved that the decree of Cyrus related 
wholly to the temple alone ; and a decree to build the temple 
is not a decree to build Jerusalem. The temple and Jerusa- 
lem are two wholly distinct things throughout the Scriptures. 
In not a single instance, in the Word of God, is the temple 
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called Jerusalem. %But it is claimed that the decree of Cyrus 
embraced the building of Jerusalem, on the authority of Jo- 
sephus. 

But what if the history of Josephus, which is universally 
known by all who are acquainted with it, to contain a large 
number of errors, or interpolations, does contradict the Bible ? 
Can any one be at a loss, for a moment, which to believe ? 
We think not. But let us see what he does say in the mat- 
ter; for it may be that we shall find, on a careful examina- 
tion, that Josephus and the Bible do not differ so much after 
all. 

In Ant. B. 11, ch. 1, sec. 1, we read as follows : 
" And these things God did afford them" (that is, the Jews), 
for he stirred up the mind of Cyrus, and made him write 
thus throughout all Asia— " Thus saith Cyrus the king, since 
God Almighty both appointed me to be king of the habitable 
earth, I believe he is that God which the nation of the Israel- 
ites worship ; for indeed he foretold my name by the prophets, 
and that I should build him A HOUSE at Jerusalem, in the 
country of Judea." 

Thus it is shown that Josephus and the Bible perfectly 
agree — that the decree of Cyrus was wholly confined, as we 
have before stated, to the building of the temple alone. But 
it may be objected that Josephus afterward says that Cyrus 
gave the Jews leave to " rebuild their city Jerusalem/' &c. 
To this we reply that this statement is beyond question, as 
will appear in a note by the translator at the bottom of 
the same page, where it is found, an interpolation; 
for in this note it is stated that " this leave to build Jerusa- 
lem/^ as recorded in sees. 2 and 3, "and this epistle of Cyrus 
to Sisinnes and Sethrabuzanes to the same purpose," is not to be 
found in all the copies of Josephus but this last one. The 
translator further states, in the same note, in reference to the 
temple thus : "The rebuilding of which is alone permitted, 
or directed in the decree of Cyrus, in all our copies." This, 
then, proves that the above statement in regard to Cyru f ' 
giving leave to rebuild Jerusalem, is a palpable interpolation, 
for it is not only wanting in all the previgus copies, but it 
positively makes Josephus contradict himself. That which 
must settle the matter forever, is the decree itself, in respect 
to which the Bible and Josephus, as we have seen, perfectly 
agree. 

We have thus proved from both the Bible and history that 
Cyrus never gave a " commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem/' and much less did he build it, for he did not 
even build the temple. See Ezra vi; 15, 
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The commandment of Artaxerxes " to cause these men to 
cease, and that this city be not builded," is no proof that they 
were building Jerusalem, from the fact that the accusations of 
their adversaries (ch. iv : 12-17) was a false accusation, as 
is positively proved from Ezra iv : 1-3, which reads as fol- 
lows : 

"Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard 
that the children of the captivity builded the TEMPLE unto 
the Lord God of Israel : 

2. "Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the 
fathers, and said unto them, Let us build with you; for we 
seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since 
the days of Esar-haddon, king of Assur, which brought us up 
hither. 

3. "But Zerubbabel, and Joshua, and the rest of the chief 
of the fathers of Israel, said unto them, Ye have nothing to 
do with us to build AN HOUSE unto our God; but we our- 
selves together will build unto the Lord God of Israel, as 
king Cyrus, the king of Persia, hath commanded us/' 

See also ch. v : 13-17. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that they were building 
nothing but the temple alone, in strict conformity with the 
commandment of Cyrus. 

Any reference, therefore, to the accusations of their adver- 
saries to prove that they were building the city, is out of 
place. But it is asked, "how could 49,697 Jews (Ezra ii : 
64, 65) have dwelt in Jerusalem without houses, and there- 
fore without having built the city." We answer that they did 
not dwell in Jerusalem, but, on the contrary, they dwelt in 
their " cities/' or villages, in the country round about Jerusa- 
lem. This is proved from the following — Ezra ii : 

Verse 70. " So the priests, and the Levitoc, and some of the 
people, and the singers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, 
dwelt in their cities y and ALL ISRAEL in their cities. 
• Neh. vii : 73. " So the priests, and the Levites, and the por- 
ters, and the singers, and some of the people, and the Nethi- 
nims, and ALL ISRAEL, dwelt in their cities; and when 
the seventh month came, the CHILDREN of ISRAEL were 
IN THEIR CITIES. ,, 

Thus it is shown that as late as the thirty- second year of 
Artaxerxes the Jews and ALL Israel dwelt in their cities out- 
side of Jerusalem, for the simple reason that, as Nehemiah in- 
forms us in chapter vii : 4, the houses in Jerusalem were not yet 
built thus : " Now the city was large and great : but the peo- 
ple were few therein, and the houses WERE NOT BUILD- 
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ED." This proves positively that Jerusalem, so far as the 
houses were concerned, had not been built previous to Nehe- 
miah's time, and affords an explanation why all Israel dwelt 
in their cities outside of Jerusalem. 

Says Josephus, Ant. B. 11, ch. 5, sec. 7 : "But when Ne- 
hemiah saw that the city was thin of people, he exhorted the 
priests and the Levites that they would leave the country" 
(thus showing that even the priests and the Levites had not, 
up to that time, lived in the city, but in the country), "and 
remove to the city, and there continue; and Tie built them 
houses at his own expense" 

We have thus proved positively, both from the Bible and 
from history, that Cyrus neither gave a "commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem," nor did he build it. 

The commandment given by Artaxerxes in his twentieth 
year is therefore proved to be the only commandment that 
ever was given to restore aud to build Jerusalem, and, by con- 
sequence, we cannot be mistaken in this matter. 

Says Nehemiah, in answer to Artaxerxes (ii : 3) : 

" Why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates 
thereof are consumed with fire Y* ' 

17. ■ ' Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we 
are in, how Jerusalem lieili waste, and the gates thereof are 
burned with fire." 

Thus we learn that Jerusalem continued to lie waste up to 
the twentieth year of Artaxerxes. 

Hence Nehemiah (verse 5) requested of the king that he 
would send him "unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' 
sepulchres, that I may build it." 

Here it will be seen that Nehemiah requested the very 
thing required, to* fulfill the prophecy of Daniel, This of it- 
self should be sufficient to satisfy every one on this subject. 

The sixty- nine weeks commencing at this point ended at 
the cross, where we have shown that they must have ended 
according to the word of God. 

The question now arises, in view of all these facts, how are 
we to understand Isaiah xliv : 28, and xlv : 13, which de- 
clares, among other things, that Cyrus should say to " Jerusa- 
• lem, Thou shalt be built" and " he shall build my city ?" We 
answer, that this prophecy in harmony with all such prophe- 
cies in the Bible, as we shall show, referred to Cyrus's dynas- 
ty, and not to Cyrus individually. This is sufficiently proved, 
1. By the following declaration in reference to the building 
of the temple : 
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u And they builded, and finished it, according to the com- 
mandment of the God of Israel, and according to the com- 
mandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes, king of 
Persia." — Ezra vi : 14. 

Here it will be seen that the commaqdments of Darius and 
Artaxerxes had just as much to do with fulfilling the prophe- 
cy of Isaiah, in reference to the building of the temple, as 
that of Cyrus himself. Indeed, Josephus shows in Ant. B. 
11, ch. b, sections 6 and 7, that the temple was not finished 
until after Nehemiah obtained his commission. 

The fact, then, that the temple was not built, according to 
the above declaration of Ezra, by the commandment of Cyrus, 
alone, is proof positive that Cyrus alone or individually was 
not meant; and if Cyrus did not as much as build tlie temple. 
what is it but the height of presumptuousness to say that he 
built Jerusalem? 

Artaxerxes, who gave the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem, as we have seen, was one of the dynasty of 
Cyrus, and, therefore, his legitimate successor; and as he act- 
ed in the " spirit and power" of Cyrus, he was just as much 
Cyrus in the aforementioned prophecy of Isaiah as Cyrus was 
himself. Whatever he did it was the same as though Cyras 
did it. 

But why, then, it is asked, did not Isaiah say Artaxerxes 
instead of Cyrus ? We answer, because Artaxerxes was not 
the head of the dynasty that was to fulfill the prediction. It 
began to be fulfilled by Cyrus and terminated with Artaxerxes. 
Cyrus and Darius gave the commandments to build the tem- 
ple, and Artaxerxes the commandment to build Jerusalem, so 
that it took the work of the three to fulfill the prophecy. 
This cannot be denied. This proves that Cyrus in the pro- 
phecy stood for the dynasty, and that therefore the name 
" Cyrus" applied to any of his legitimate successors just as 
much as it did to him. This principle runs throughout pro- 
phecy, as the following additional instancos will most clearly 
prove : 

2. It was declared of Abraham, in Gen. xii : 3, that u in 
thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed," and yet 
it is universally admitted that this blessing declared in Abra- 
ham, was fulfilled in or through his seed — Jesus Christ. 
Here, then, we have an instance where a particular individual 
is specified and named, and yet fulfilled through another- his 
legitimate seed — on just the same principle as in the case of 
the prophecy of Isaiah. 

3. In Ezek. xxxvii : 24, 25, it is said, "and David my 
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servant shall be king over them ;" and in Jer. xxx : 9 — "But 
they shall serve the Lord their God, and David their Icing, 
whom I will raise up unto them. See, also, Hos. iii : 5. 
Now what can be more explicit, we ask, than the foregoing 
predictions in regard to David ? They not only say David, 
but u David my servant" and "David your king" and yet, 
as admitted by all expositors, David, individually, was not 
meant, nor any one else by that name. Therefore those pro- 
phecies were to be fulfilled by his legitimate successors just 
the same as in the case of Cyrus. Many suppose that Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel and Hosea, in speaking of David, had reference 
to our Saviour; whether they did or not it does not alter the 
case, for Jesus was not David only on the principle of his 
being David's legitimate successor, the same as Artaxerxes 
was Cyrus. 

4. Again, Jacob's natural seed are called Jacob on the 
same principle, that is, because they were his natural descend- 
ants. — Ps. xiv : 7, Rom. xi : 26. 

5. In Mai. iv : 5, we have the prediction of the coming of 
" Elijah the Prophet." But Jesus said in Matt, xvii : 12, in 
speaking of John the Baptist, " That Elias [Elijah] is come 
already; and in Mark ix : 13, "But I say unto you that 
Elias [Elijah] is indeed come, and they have done unto him 
whatsoever they listed, as it is written of him." 

Here we have another strong case — " Behold, I will send 
you Elijah the Prophet," and yet this prophecy was fulfilled 
by John the Baptist, because ha came in tho " spirit and 
power of Elijah." 

6 In the 2d chapter of Daniel, 38tli verse, it is declared to 
Nebuchadnezzar, " Thou art this head of goldP Here it will 
be seen that Nebuchadnezzar stood for the whole dynasty, yet 
the positive declaration was to Nebuchadnezzar : "Thou art 
this head of gold ;" that is, he was the head of gold in his 
time, but when he had passed away then his legitimate suc- 
cessor was the head of gold, and so on to the end. 

7. In Dan. yii : 8, 20, a " little horn" is brought to view, 
having "eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
great things." 

This " little horn" was to " pluck up three of the first 
horns by the roots." This fact proves that the " little horn" 
represented the Greek empire, since that empire is the only 
power that ever " plucked up three of the first horns by the 
roots." Now, the 21st verse declares that this " same horn 
made war with the saints, and prevailed against them, until 
the ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the 
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saints of the Most High/' and yet it is a fact, as we have al- 
ready abundantly proved, and which is now generally admit- 
ted, that the Greek empire was succeeded in its war on the 
gaints by at least six other nations ; but the prophecy declares 
tMSt this "same horn/' that is,, the "same horn" that plucked 
up three of the first horns by the roots, "made war on the 
saints and prevailed against them," &c. This same principle 
is carried out in all the prophecies, hence t( horns," "heads" 
and "angels" stand for dynasties, classes, &c. 

We might adduce many other instances to establish this 
principle in regard to the fulfillment of such prophecies as 
the one under consideration, if we thought it necessary. 

The next point to settle in the order, is the true date of 
the cross, as we are dependent on this in order to fix the true 
date of the twentieth of Artaxerxes, or of the " going forth 
of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem." 
This, we think, we shall be able to settle without difficulty. 
First, it is a settled fact, and admitted by all parties, that the 
crucifixion of our Lord could not have taken place later than 
in the year in which Tiberius Caesar died, which, accord- 
ing to all chronologists, was in A. D. 37. But it is supposed 
by many that he could not have been crucified so late as that. 
To this supposition (for it is nothing but a supposition, as we 
shall soon show) we reply, that if He was not crucified as late 
as that, then the 2300 days have already ended; but this is 
not the case, as the events which were to take place at their 
termination have not yet been accomplished. 

That Christ was crucified in the same year in which Tiberi- 
us Coesar died, we will now proceed to prove. 
. Josephus, in Ant. B. 18, ch. 4, sections 2, 3, says, in 
speaking of the death of Tiberius Ccesar : 

" So Vitellius sent Marcellus, a friend of his, to take care 
of the affairs of Judea, and ordered Pilate to go to Rome, to 
answer before the emperor, to the accusations of the Jews. 
So Pilate, when he had tarried ten years in Judea, made 
haste to Rome, and this in obedience to the orders of Vitelli- 
us, which he durst not contradict; but before he could get to 
Rome, Tiberius was dead. But Vitellius came into Judea 
and went up to Jerusalem ; it was at the time of that festival 
which is called the passover." 

Thus we learn from Josephus that after Vitellius ordered 
Pilate to go to Rome, before whose arrival there, Tiberius was 
dead, he (Vitellius) came into Judea, and went up to Jerusa- 
lem, and that it was at the time of the passover. Now, Jo- 
sephus tells us, in the same section, that while Vitellius was 
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wnere, he deprived Caiphas of the high priesthood. Here, 
then, we have settled the fact by Josephus, beyond all mis- 
take; that Caiphas was not deprived of the high priesthood 
until after the death of Tiberius, for no one can deny the un- 
mistakable fact from Josephus, that the coming of Vitelline 
into Judea, at the time he deprived Caiphas of the high 
priesthood, was after he ordered Pilate to go to Rome ; and 
no one can deny the fact also, that before Pilate, who made 
kaste to Rome in obedienoe to the orders of Vitellius, could 
get there, Tiberius was dead. No amount of special pie iding 
can alter these facts. 

Some have attempted to show that Caiphas was not de- 
prived of the high priesthood at the passover, in the same 
year and immediately after the death of Tiberius, because that 
he (Josephus) afterward, (that is, after he relates the fact 
that Vitellius deprived Caiphas of the high priesthood,) gives 
a history of some circumstances and events that transpired be- 
fore his (Tiberius') death. To this we reply, that if this 
proves that Caiphas was not deprived of the high priesthood, 
as above stated, it also proves that Tiberius did not die after 
Vitellius ordered Pilate to go to Rome. But Josephus says 
that " before he [Pilate] could get to Rome, Tiberiu3 was 
dead so that any attempt to show that Caiphas was not de- 
prived of the high priesthood at the passover in the same 
year in which Tiberius died, is an attempt to show that Jo- 
sephus contradicts himself, and if so, then there are no means 
whatever of knowing when the cross took place ; for the fact 
that Vitellius went up to Jerusalem after he ordered Pilate 
to go to Rome, is beyond all possible mistake, if Josephus' 
statements are to be relied upon. 

We have thus proved, so far as anything can be proved by 
history, that Caiphas was not deprived of. the high priesthood 
until the passover in A. D. 37, since, as before stated, that is 
the year, according to all chronologists, in which Tiberius 
died. 

This point, therefore, we now consider settled, and, by con- 
sequence, we shall next proceed to show, from the word of 
Grod, that Christ was not crucified until the last year of the 
high priesthood of Caiphas. 

This is proved in Acts iv : 6, which reads as follows : 

" And Annas, THE high priest, and Caiphas, and John, 
and Alexander; and as many as were of the KINDRED of 
THE high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem/' 

Here we have the fact proved, beyond question, that no 
later than the first penticost after our Lord was crucified, 
Annas was THE High Priest. 
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Let us look at the above testimony from Acts again : 

%i And Annas, the high priest, and Caiphas, and John, 
and Alexander ; and as many as were of the kindred of the 
high priest." 

What can be more positive testimony than this to prove 
that Annas was the High Priest at that time? Most certain- 
ly there cannot be any. 

It will be seen, also, that in chap, v : 17, 24, 27, Annas is 
referred to as the high priest, since no one else is mentioned 
as the high priest after chap, iv : 6, to which the above 
verses could possibly have referred. Caiphas, the preceding 
high priest, it will be seen, is mentioned in the connection, 
but not as high priest; only ns the kindred of the high 
priest, which could not have been the case, if he was at the 
same time the real and only high priest. 

In Luke iii : 2, we have it stated, virtually, that Annas 
and Caiphas were both high priests at the same time, thus: 
fk Annas and Caiphas being the high priests, the word of God 
came unto John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness/' 

It is supposed by many that Annas is here mentioned as 
high priest in connection with Caiphas, for no other reason 
than the fact of having previously been 'high priest, and 
being, at the time mentioned by Luke, father-in-law to Cai- 
phas. How this may be, we will not now undertake to say 
positively, but admitting this to be true, for the sake of the 
argument, it does not weaken the testimony of the same apos- 
tle in Acts iv : 6, to prove that Annas was the real and only 
high priest at that time, that is, at the first penticost after the 
crucifixion ; for if the same circumstances still existed — if Cai- 
phas was still the real and only high priest — then Luke (for 
Luke wrote also the Acts of the Apostles) could not have 
failed, on this principle, to have associated them together in 
the high priesthood as at the first ; for it is not possible, if Cai- 
phas was the real high priest, that he could have been left 
out altogether, and Annas, who was no high priest at all y 
could have been called the high priest in his stead. 

The idea of calling Anna* the high priest, who was no high 
priest at all, and leaving out Caiphas, who was the high priest, 
and calling him, with others, simply the kindred of the high 
priest, is perfectly absurd. 

The testimony of Acts iv : 6, is positive that Caiphas was 
not high priest at that time. We have thus proved, by the 
word of God, that Christ was crucified in the last year of the 
high priesthood of Caiphas, and, by consequence, we have 
fixed the crucifixion of our blessed Lord to the passover, of 
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A. D. 37, since we have proved, by Josephus, that it was at 
that passover that Caiphas was deposed from the high priest's 
office. 

We might give more testimony on this point, but we think 
the foregoing quite sufficient. 

Now, as we have previously proved that the sixty-nine 
weeks, or, 483 years terminated at the crucifixion aud resur- 
rection of our blessed Lord, we have, therefore, now definitely 
settled the fact that they terminated at the passover, in the 
Spring of A. D. 37. 

This fixes the twentieth of Artaxerxes, or the u going forth 
of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem/ 7 in B. 
C. 447, as the sixty-nine weeks, or 483 years from B. C. 447, 
diminished by one, would end in A. D. 37, which is the 
latest point that can possibly be fixed. 

This, it will be seen, is but one year earlier than it is put 
down in the chronology of our Bibles, for there it will be 
seen that the twentieth of Artaxerxes is put down to B. C. 
446. 

This proves that the chronology back of the cross is but 
one year out of the way, after all the fault that has been 
found with it. 

We have now proved that the cross cannot be brought this 
side of A. D. 37, fiom the fact that that is admitted by all 
chronologists to be the date of the death of Tiberius Caesar, 
consequently the " commandment to restore and to build Je- 
rusalem" could not have gone forth this side of B. C. 447. 

Having now settled the true date of the going forth of the 
commandment, we shall next consider the restoration of the 
" daily sacrifice/ 7 and thus fix the true starting point of the 
2300 days, And first, we would remark that the restoration 
of the " daily sacrifice" must, in the very nature of the case, 
take place some time subsequently to the ''going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem/' Hence, 
as we have proved that the commandment went forth in the 
twentieth of Artaxerxes, therefore we must find the restora- 
tion of the " daily sacrifice'' some time subsequently to that 
event, for the word restore, beyond question, has reference in 
part, if not in the main, to the restoration of the " daily sacri- 
fice /' for that was one of the principal things that was to be 
restored, and which is sufficiently proved from the fact that 
the 2300 days were to measure it from its beginning. There- 
fore, the " daily sacrifice'' was to be restored, not partially, 
but fully, under the commandment "to restore and to build 
Jerusalem." 
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A partial restoration, such as occurred in the first year of 
Cyrus and the sixth of Darius, does not fulfill the prophecy; 
it must be a full and permanent restoration. For instance, 
suppose an individual was commanded to measure a certain 
railroad in order to find its exact length, he would not meas- 
ure detached portions that had been half finished and aban- 
doned — that had no real connection with the railroad which 
he was commanded to measure — but he would measure it 
from where it WAS a railroad — from where it was continuous 
and in running order. Any portion half finished and aban- 
doned and distant, or unconnected with either end, he most 
certainly would never think of measuring,, because it would 
be no pari of it, even if it had at some time been so designed. 

God never recognizes any half or imperfect fulfillments of 
his word, as we have seen in our past arguments on the short- 
er periods; if l^e did, as there are so many such fulfillments, 
we could never be sure as to when and where it was fulfilled, 
and, therefore, could never be sure of being right. What we 
want, then, to mark the beginning of the 2300 days is a com- 
plete or perfect restoration of the " daity sacrifice," according 
to the word of God. This restoration, as we have before re- 
marked, must take place also some time subsequent to the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jeru- 
salem, and, therefore, some time subsequent io the twentieth 
year of Artaxerxes. 

It* is inconsistent to suppose that the " daily sacrifice" could 
be restored the very moment the commandment was given to 
restore. This shows what we have shown before — that the 
2300 days do not begin with the seventy and sixty-nine weeks. 

The seventy weeks, as we have already proved, were not to 
be cut off from the 2300 days, but were to be fulfilled accord- 
ing to the meaning of the original Hebrew word khotokh — in 
divisions or parts. m 

That the daily sacrifice was restored in the thirty-third year 
of Artaxerxes 1J. 0. 434, at the dedication of the wall of Je- 
rus&letn, We shall now proceed to show. 

First, it is proved by Nehemiao that he went up to Jerusa- 
lem to build it, in the twentieth year of the reign of Arta- 
xerxes, and continued in the work for twelve years, until the 
thirty-second year of the same king, when he says: "I gave 
my brother, Ilanani, and liananiah, the ruler of the palace, 
charge over Jerusalem. " See Nehemiah v : 14, and viii : 1- 

o 
O. 

The next thing he did was to take the geneology of the peo- 
ple, after whijh he returned to Jerusalem, which was, as he 
(12a) 
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informs us in chapters v : 14, and xiii : 6, in the thirty-second 
year of Artaxerxes, where he remained " certain days" and 
then returned back to Jerusalem again. From the tact that 
he says: 11 After certain days' he "obtained leave of the 
king and came to Jerusalem/' it is evident that it was not a 
full year. Therefore, we cannot date his return back to Jeru- 
salem again later than the thirty- third year of Artaxerxes. 
After his return to Jerusalem the dedication of the wall came 
off, the account of which is given, commencing at the 27th 
verse of chapter xii. 

We say after his return, for at the dedication of the wall, 
we are informed (chap, xiii : 1-3) that, " On that day they 
read in the book of Moses in the audience of the people ; and 
therein it was found written, that the Ammonite and Moabite 
should not come into the congregation of God forever; be- 
cause they met not the children of Israel with bread and with 
water, but hired Balaam against them, that he should curse 
them; howbeit, our God turned the curse into a blessing. 
Now it came to pass, when they had heard the law, that they 
separated from Israel qll the mixed multitude'^ 

Now let it be observed that Nehemiah says, in the 4th and 
5th verses, that "before this [that is, before the dedication of 
the wall and the reading of the book of Moses], Eliashib the 
priest, having the oversight of the chamber of the house of 
our God, was allied unto Tobiah : And he had prepared for 
him a great chamber, where aforetime they laid the meatof- 
ferino-s, the frankincense, and the vessels, and the tithes of 
the corn, the new wine, and the oil, which was commanded to 
be given to the Levites, and -the singers, and the porters, and 
the offerings of the priests." 

Now let it further be observed, that Nehemiah says, in the 
next (6th) verse, "But in all this time was not I at Jerusa- 
lem : for in the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes, king of 
Babylon, tame I unto the king, and after certain days ob- 
tained I leave of the king &c. 

Thus it is positively proved that the dedication cf the wall 
was after Nehemiah's return back to Jerusalem. From the 
above it is proved that, as soon as Nehemiah went back to 
Artaxerxes, Eliashib the priest, who was allied to Tobiah, the 
great enemy of the Jews, took possession of everything, and 
turned the temple of God into a storehouse for Tobiah. 

It will be seen, by reading the whole of the 13th chapter, 
that the Jews, up to this time, were a mixed multitude of 
Ammonites, Moabites and Ashdodites, for Nehemiah says, in 
the 23d verse : "In those days also saw I Jews that had mar- 
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ried wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab ; and their 
children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not 
speak in the Jews 9 language, but according to the language of 
each people. And I contended with them, and cursed them, 
and smote certain of them, and cut off their hair, and made 
them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters 
unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto your sons, or 
for yourselves. * * * And one of the sons of Joiada, the 
son of Eliashib, the high priest, was son-in-law to Sanballat, 
the Horonite : therefore I chased him from inc." 

Indeed, everything up to that time (the time of the dedica- 
tion of the wall) was in a complete state of defilement. Not 
only were the tewple and the people defiled and the former/or- 
saken, but the defilement had extended even to the "priest- 
hood, and the covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites;" 
for so Nehemiah declares in the 29th verse, thus : " Remem- 
ber tbem, 0, my God, because they have dz filed the priesthood, 
and the covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites" 

This, then, was the condition of things up to the dedication 
of the wall in the thirty-third year of Artaxerxes, 13. C. 434. 

But Nehemiah, having now thoroughly cleansed the temple r 
the people, the priesthood and the Levites, and having fully 
restored the " daily sacrifice," and set everything in order ac- 
cording to the reading of the law, he winds up his book as 
follows : 

"Thus cleansed I them from all strangers, and appointed 
the wards of the priests and the Levites, every one in his own 
business. 

" And for the wood-offering, at times appointed, and for 
the first fruits. Remember me, 0, my God, for good." 

Thus, then, the work of restoring the daily sacrifice was- 
completed 13. 0. 434, which gives us the true starting point 
for the 2200 days. Nor can they be started any later, from 
the fact that the work of restoring the daily sacrifice, was 
here completed. 

The 2300 days, or years, beginning at this point, B. C. 434, 
must end in A. D. 1867, since 470 years of the 2300 ended 
A. D, 37, that is, the sixty-nine weeks, or, 483 years, began 
13. C. 447, and ended in A. D. 37. From the beginning of 
the 483 years, in the twentieth of Artaxerxes, B. 0. 447, to 
the thirty-third of Artaxerxes, B. C. 434, where the daily sac- 
rifice was restored, is thirteen years. This thirteen years de- 
ducted from the 483 years, leave 470 of the 2300 anterior to 
the cross. Therefore, if we deduct the 470 years from the 
2300, it leaves just 1830 years of the 2300 to be fulfilled on 
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thi3 side of the cross, which, beginning in A. D. 37, nus 
end in A. D. 1867, in harmony with the 1335 years, asw 
have already abundantly proved. 

Now, although we have proved unmistakably that the pio 
phetic periods— the 1335 and the 2300 — extend to A.D 
1867, and that, therefore, the Lord will come some liii 
during that year , at the latest, yet we do not wish to be un-ler 
stood as postponing the coming of the Lord necessarily to t ha 
point, since, according to all precedent, he may come any tim< 
during the last year of those periods. 

Let all strive to be ready at once, for there is now no timq 
for delay. A very few short months more and Jesus will bo 
here, praise his holy name ! Come, brethern and sisters, awake, 
awake, and gird on thine aruior aneu ; let us finish the cor 
flict manfully, for such only will get into the kingdom, when 
Jesus, our Captain, comes. To the poor sinner and back- 
slider we would say, "Flee, 0 9 flve } to Christ without a mo- 
ment's delay. v He still sits on the mercy seat, and there^ 
fore yo.i may find pardon and be saved. His blood is still ef- 
ficacious, has lost none of its cleansing power, and therefore 
you may come, notwithstanding the shortness of time, and be? 
cleansed from all your sins, and thus be fitted to reign with 
him in glory throughout eternity. 

In conclusion, we would exhort all the friends of the trul 
to be interested in putting these pamphlets into the hands of 
everv one who can be induced to read them, as by so doing yoa 
muy be instrumental in saving some that would otherwise 
have been lost. Remember, that if they are lost through 
your neglect of duty, their blood will .be required at your 
hands. If this last glorious light of truth has been caused to 
shine upou your pathway, is it not clearly your duty to do 
what you can to cause it to shine on the pathway of others 
You will, no doubt, answer in the affirmative. Let all, there- 
fore, be iu earnest in the matter, as what we dv> now, must bej 
done quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Aniens 
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